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„ER 1 had publiſhed the: 
FR Scripture-- 7 of the 

Human V irtues, or Self- Du- 

tet; as I find ſome rather chooſe to 
_ ſpeak; I was obliged, for particu- 
lar reaſons, to print the Rules of Ju- 
Aice by themſelves. In the fame 
manner, it is now requiſite to draw 

up the account of Chariey in a Trea- 
tiſe by it ſelf; Only — I have 
taken the liberty to enlarge more on 
me Texts that are recited, becauſe 
it is thought, this may ſerve to 
Z quicken the attention of common 
Readers to the rules laid down, and 
will better direct the application of 
them. Yet theſe enlargements are 
ſo manag'd, as to anſwer (I hope) the 


TY of ſuch, who look up- 
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on every Virtue to be moſt ſafel y and 
moſt perfectly deſcribed, by . 
ing to the Scripture Account of it. 
Ichobſe to- purſue 'this method, 

becauſe it ſtill appears to me, as 
well as ſome others, the % way of 
making men truly virtuous. n my 
own mind, Iam perſuaded it 1s the 
only way. This brings the laws 
and rules < every Virtue into the: 
moſt complete and deſirable com- 


paſs, and it ſets n in An cleareſt: 


mt IN mb | | 

Men may write * che Gn 
BY moral Science in what ways they: 
pleaſe; but they will never attain to 
any certainty, unleſs they make the 
foundation and rule of it the Nature 
and Will of Gop. In whoſe eternal 
mind the model of all things lay be- 


fore they were created; and by his 


unerring Reaſon and — Wi- 
dom, their different natures and re- 
lations were ordered, together with 


the laws by. which 11 ſpecies 


fi and 
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and rank. of Reings: Soul be go 
The labour'd Efys [that hens 


bern publiſh'd of late, 2 diſtinguiſh | 
er e the reaſon and finels of 


things, and the Will of Gop, have ra- 
ther end the purpoſes of Vice, and 
ſtrengthened many in their Cor- 
ruptions,'than produced any real Re- 


formations. - The reaſon and fitneſs 
of things is the Will of Gon; ſo he 
formed 6 them, ſo he placed ths} in 
their relation to part other. And 
the Will of Gop is moſt certainly 


and perpetually zhe /ame, according 
to the continued truth and nature 
of things. Whatever accuracy a- 
ny Writer may ſhew in abſtracted 
reaſonings about theſe points, yet, I 


preſume, it will ever be found hurt- 
ful to the cauſe of virtue, to W 
men to ſeparate them. 


This hath made many, u pon pre- 
tence of following the nature of 


ung ſlight and blaſpheine the re- 
vealed 
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„ ERERACE 
vealed Will of Gop; and it hath made 
others greatly pervert the Scriptures, 
by explaining them according to their 
frail and pre- conceived notions wa _ 
reaſon of things, inſtead of allowing 
that ſacred book to guide their 12 
fon, and to be its o¾ interpreter. 
Whatever employs the mind ſo as to 
weaken its attention to the Will of 
God, and its deſires to be conformed 
thereto, diſgraceth Hirtue inſtead of 
rendering it amiable. Its attractive 
force is hindered, by ſeparating it 
from its perfect Original; - and the 
power to practiſe" it is loſt, for want 
of that / ifeand vigor - which 8 alone 


can communicate 0 


Men may exhauſt all their 8 
ing and eloquence, in diſplaying the 
= Zn of Benevolence. and Affecti- 
on; but they will never convey that 
3 fire into the breaſt, nor guide 
and enlarge the generots inflins from 
whence-all hls charms ariſe; while 


* N men off from the ſource 


RE F FT «© 

all 3 from the Father * 
lights and mercies. Imuſt add, that 
never will they attainto the right and 
continued practice of univerſal Love, 
without the aſliſtance of the 8SpIRIT 
of Chriſtianity, and a heart affected 
with the views of happineſs and mi- 
ſery according to the declarations of 
the Goſpel. | 

U — * B enevolence | is NO wierw 
repreſented to ſuch advantage, as 
in the ſacred Scripture. The im- 
portance of it, with the vari- 
ou Ways of its acting, and the de- 
gree that ſhould be aimed at, will 
appear to all that have benevo- 
lence enough to peruſe the following 
ſheets. Mo 

I ſhall only here beg leave to re- 
tain the Reader while I ſet before 
him the extent, the unlimited extent, 
of that affection our bleſſed Saviour 


1 | woul d promote in all his followers. 


The ſteps by which he leads them 


to this, are very remarkable. 
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8 PREFACE 
Firſt he teacheth his Diſciples | 
to confine their love and kindneſs 

to their own' families or kindred; 

but to carry their relative reſpe& 
and tenderneſs to all that are of 
the houſhold of faith, and that do 
the will of his Father who is in Hea- 
ven. © When one faid unto him, 


R $ £5 


ce e with Sa He abe 
«2nd ſaid unto him that told him, 
= Who is my mother? and who 
« are my brethren? And then | 
« ftretching forth his hand toward 
ce his diele, he ſaid, behold my. | 
&« mother and my brethreri, Fer 3 
« whoſoever ſhall do the will of 
1 my Father in heaven, the ſame |} 
cc js my brother and fifter and mo- i 
ther . All that kind of love 1 £ 
to R elations; which contracts and 1 Z 
narrows the mind, Chrift would 
have diſclaimed by every one that | J 


= n Matth. xii. 47 to the end. © 1 
8 bow 
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t bears the name of a, Chriſtian. 

8 He would have us to look upon all 

5 that are truly religious with i 
t endearments. LEES 

f MW But then the next lem that he 

9 Fer aug is, to extend the aflection be- 

- & yond thoſe that are religious ac- 
„ cording to our particular way and 


JjJaudęment. Though we may think 
ue are in the - and. that others 
are wrong and grievouſly miſtaken, 
yet we muſt ſhew kindneſs and 
good will to them. The Jews had 
ſuch a very bad opinion concerning 
the Samaritans, that they thought 
them wholly cut off from = JT 
of Gov. And our Saviour himſelf 
decides the controverſy that was be- 
twixt them, when he lays, « Salva- 
& tion is of the Jews: ” Their ha- 
tred was mutual, and 6 great that 
they had no dealings with one an- 
other. Vet in this very caſe, to raiſe 
Benevolence, our Saviour propoſeth 
che example of a goed. Samaritan, 
ei 1 khat 
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that he might unde the heart of 


a 7ewiſh Lawyer There is a 


beauty and de beyond deſcrip- 
tion in that Parable, if it be read 
carefully and conſidered 1 in all its 
Circumſtances. T9749 

The third ſtep for cnlaring — 
hearts of his ſollowers in goodneſs 
and benevolence, was to extend it to 
all mankind. They were taught to 
look upon their whole race as ob- 
jets of divine care and compaſſion. 
He tells them, that many ſhould *# 
be ſaved out of the — diſtant 
quarters of the Earth, and ſhould 
come from thence to ſit down with 
them in the kingdom of Gop. The 
love of their own nation and coun- 
try, which had wrought ſuch won- 
ders among the Greeks and Romans 


as well as Jews, in teaching them 
to ſacrifice private tereſt and ſome- 


times life it felf for the publick good; 


yet was not ſufficient to greaten the 


Luke x. 25; to 38. f 
minds 


TH TT Tm. 
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minds of Chriſtians equally to what. 
our Saviour propoſed and deſigned, 
till the whole world was looked upon 
as their Father's houſe and kingdom, 
and they were univerſally deſirous 
of the ſalvation and welfare of al! 


men. © Go ye into all the world, 


« and preach the agar to 8 


creature X. 


= After this care af our bleſſed 
Z Loxp to enlarge the minds of Chri- 


1 ſtians, the narrow hating condemn- 


: ing Spirit, proves thoſe profeſſors to 
be only in the fi Pate of the Apo- 


ſtles, when our Saviour rebuked 
them and ſaid, Ye know not what 
F< manner of ſpirit ye are of +.” 


But it may be proper here to add 
one caution; namely, that we do 
not deceive ourſelves by pretending 
I | Ha kindneſs, and to make all 
Fhriſtian allowances to thoſe that are 
un bnorun and at a diſtance from us, 
while we are wanting in Charity 

Lake ix. fr. + Mark . ug. 
5 and 


x PREFACE. 
and Good- will to thoſe with whom 


we worſhip, or daily comverſe. Some 
men will talk much for love and for- 
bearance toward thoſe that are of 
other churches, and yet ſhew all 
manner of "ſtiffneſs and ill-will to 
thoſe they are ſet againſt in their own 
communions. Some men profeſs great 


Charity. for Proteſtants abroad, and 
yet can make no allowances for fuch 


as are of the ſame ſentiments at 

home. This is not the true Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, which firſt teacheth 
men brotherly kindneſs, and then to 
add to brotherly kindneſs Charity . 
A few words concerning the dif- 


ferences which have lately ariſen 


even about Charity it ſelf. Let them 
be thus compromiſed. Fir to love 
and value thoſe who may err (as we 
think) in the nanner of their afſert- 
ing and maintaining their opinions; 
becauſe Charity that believeth all 

things will ſuppoſe it to be an honeſt 


22 Pet. i. 7. | 
CONCETN 
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im concern for Truth that hath eng aged 
ne their hearts. Secondly: to * 8. patient 
and forbearing toward thoſe that err 
of (as we think) in Points of Doctrine, 


all becauſe of that Benevolence and 
cChriſtian Temper for which they are 
Advocates; and by 2 of 
which, Truth will have a fair op- 

14 portunity of being well heard, br.” 
h ſo making its way. And zhird- 
9, by both fides rejoicing in one 
common hope, that Truth and Love 
& ſhall meet and rejoice together at 
laſt. A ſincere deſire of doing ſome- 


* thing to anſwer theſe purpoſes, hath 
f. led me to treat on this ſubject more 


lar gely than was intended in my ori- 
ginal deſign. Whatever Candor and 
Charity I need, the Subject I hope 

will put the eri in mind to prac- 
tiſe toward me as he goes along: 

And, upon peruſal of the whole with 
ſuch a temper, my hope alſo is, that 
a good Diſpoſition will be excited 
and improved toward ALL men, as 


their 


ﬆ PREFACE. 
; go differing circumſtances require. 

\« Blefled: are the/peace-makers; 
68 or they ſhall be called the chil- 
« dren ef Goo. Vea, bleſſed 
alſo are they that ſu Fer from unpeace- 1 
able ſpirits, if they continue in ways 
of righteouſneſs. So faith the faith- 
ful and true Witneſs: © Bleſſed are 
“ you when men ſhall revile you, 
c and ſhall fay all manner of evil 
80 againſt you 2 [ or as the Margin 
renders it, hing] for my ſake: Re- 
4 joice, and be excceding glad, for 1 
42 great is . reward in heaven. = 
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INTRO DVC TION. 
O prepare for that account which the 
T Scriptures give of this ſocial virtue, 
or chriſtian grace, CHARITY J; it 
may be of uſe to conſider a little how clear- 
| ly it is taught, and how ſtrongly enforced, 
by natural Religion and the reaſon-of things. 
We are taught goodneſs and mercy from 
che divine nature, and from bumar nature 
| The communicative goodneſs of GoD 
ſhines through the whole creation: And 


its s benefits are innumerable to every creature. 
| B There 


2 De INTRODUCTION. 


There is a tenderneſs and compaſſion mani- 


feſted, as long as any creature is capable of 
it, even toward thoſe that fall into miſery : 
Which cannot be better deſcribed than by 
that ſhort ſentence, His tender mercies are 
over all his works. As this character of the 
divine Being, renders him peculiarly excel- 
lent and amiable to us; ſo our reaſon tells us 
that we ' ought to copy after ir: And that 
the nearer we come to it, the more do we 
partake of a divine excellency and glory. 
This we may alſo learn, in ſome meaſure, 
from humane nature in the firſt and moſt ge- 
nuine tendency and workings of it. A kind 
and compaſſionate temper, in pitying, and 
relieving, and doing favourable and benefi- 
cent things to one another, is called huma- 
nity. Which evidently implies, that the 
humane nature itſelf is /o far loſt and de- 
ſtroy'd, as a benevolent compaſſionate _ 


ſition is rooted out. 


When we enter the ſtage of action in che 


Good, and are unacquainted with the wic- 


kedneſs, baſeneſs, and treachery that ſome 
men are practiſed in, our hearts at firſt open 
themſelves to benevolence and eaſy friend- 
ſhips. Weare vehemently urged to contract 
intimacies, and mightily affected with the 
evils that happen to our companions and ac- 
quaintance. Yea there is a ſtrong ſympathy 
in nature, that, till it is ſpoiled or ſpent, 
makes 1 us. extremely * to behold or hear 

98 
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The INTRODUCTIOM. 3 
| of grievous calamities coming upon thoſe 
that are perſonally unknown and ſtrangers to 
us. | | 
Indeed, this ſympathy is more hardly and 
rarely diſcover'd, after we have long ſuffered 
nn our own perſons by the ill-uſage of thoſe 
about us. Through repeated flights, or 
= abuſes, and a continued courſe of il|-rreat- 
ment, our hearts become gradually fortified 
and guarded againſt tender impreſſions. On 
= theſe accounts it may be thought a mark of 
= wiſdom, and experience, to gain a hardy un- 
impreſſive temper. But this is manifeſtly 
= owing to a man's troubles in life, and his un- 
happy ſituation amongſt diſorderly, and en- 
vious, and baſely elf creatures. Let him 
get rid again of all that he ſees unnatural, 
in himſelf or others, and he will return to 
his firſt ſympathy and benevolence of mind. 
= Yea tho' a man ſhould endeavour zof to re- 
turn to it, yet in the hardieſt breaſts there 
are ſome ſecret commotions, a tenderneſs upon 
particular occaſions, that will ſhew the en- 
dency of nature however it may be ſuppreſs d 
or contradicted in the outward carriage and 
= behaviour. 85 +. 442 25 an 
There is a great deal of ſympathetick 
X pleaſure, and pain, in our very animal na- 
ture: And there is ſtill more, and of a much 
XZ nobler kind, in our rational nature. So that 
if we follow the dictates of humanity, and 
ſhew our ſelves without diſguiſe, in our ten- 
1 1 


The INTRODUCTION. 
dereſt and moſt compaſſionate diſpofitions, 
kindneſs and mercy will be our ſtudy, prac- 
tice, and pleaſure. It is the glory of Chri- 
ſtianity to renew our minds in this reſpect, 
and to aſſiſt efeFually our return to this ori- 
ginal goodneſs of our nature. 

That we may be engaged furcher to E's 
ply our thoughts to this ſubject, let it be 
| ſidered, That without practiſing the ſe- 
1 Veral branches of Charity hereafter deſcrib- 
ed, there would be no living in this world. 
Such is the preſent ſtate of things, thar, 


| © without mercy, there could be no ſociety. 
| preferved amongſt men. All men are on 
3 one account or other objects of forbearance, 
0 forgiveneſs, r e orvelief and help | 
| to one another. We are ſo to others, as well 
as they tous. Therefore, without the tem- 
| per of kindneſs and charity this earth muſt 
4 become a hell for all manner of bl aſphemy 
j and miſery :. Or theſe few that live in peace, 
41 muſt live in perfect ſolitude, and cities be 
det defokre. 1 
| | The wuncharitable part of mankitd, we 
jt ſhall always obſerve to be the bane and 
0 poiſon of all ſociable life. Looking upon 


thoſe that are in proſperity with envy, and 
_— thoſe in adverſity with mfult or dif- 
dain, they have no friendly ion to- 
ward either. They can neither ſhare the 
pleaſures of thoſe that are in higber circum- 
ee than n nor ſympathize ho F 

| U O1e 8 
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The INTRODUCTION. x; 
| thoſe that ſink in troubles beneath them. 
were ſuch tempers to prevail, they would 
break off all communication | betwixt the 
proſperous, and afflicted ; or make themſelves 
the deteſtation of both; and all hands 
= would be continually lifted up againſt each 
other. Whereas if Charity looks up to the 
= proſperous, it ſhews their joys; and if it 
XX looks down on the diſtreſſed, it feels their 
= pains; and it is the glad. conveyer of ſuc- 
cours and pleaſures, of bleſſings and grati- 
tude, from the one to the other. 
„The compaſſionate benevolent mind looks 
== with concern on the ſaddem changes that fre- 
XZ quently happen in this world: And makes 
cee beſt proviſion it can, to be helpful co 
others at ſuch times. Whether great altera- 
tions and troubles èome upon men by the 
X 7#/tice of Providence, to puniſh their known 
ns; or by the Wiſdom of Providence, for the 
trial of their graces; yet a kind and generous 
nature ſtands ready to yield proper relief, 
and to engage others ſo to do. The more 0 
any man contemplates the uncertainty of 
= preſent things, and his own liableneſs to the 
2X /ame diſaſters that he ſees fall upon others, (or 
to the ſame follies and temptations that lead 
to them,) the more neceſſary will a merciful 
=X temper appear to be, in the preſent condi- bs 
tion of this world. "Wop 
N Once more: When we conſider our ſelves 
as paſſing to another ſtate of exiſtence, 
; where 
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thoſe myſteries too upon which many boaſt 
themſelves to the deſtruction of good-wil!l 


us upon the moſt diligent ſtudy of this hea- 1 E 
venty . and frame of mind. : 


6 The INTRODUCTION. 
where love and goodneſs riſe to the higheſt | 
perfection, and will make the bliſs of that 
ſtate univerſal and everlaſting; when we 
think of all temporal power, and wealth, and 
grandeur paſſing away, and the greateſt gifts U 
of knowledge and tongues, (ay, and ſome of f 


being no more of any worth or uſe; and F 
when we conſider that the diſpoſitions of 7 
ſoul in which true Charity conſiſts, ſhall | 3 
remain and be rewarded, after thoſe 4455 of 

Charity which relate to this world of ſins 1 
and wants and afflictions are no more need- 3 
ed; ſurely theſe conſiderations ſhould put 


ce 
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) 
SECTION I. 


- = Of the great Worth and Importance 
of ll of Charity. | 
rill T. Peter carries the account of chriſtian 
nd | Charity io high, as to ſay, © Above all 
of ©< things, have fervent Charity among your 
all “ ſelves =.” And St. Paul alſo gives it the 
of ſame preeminence, Above all things put on 
fins Charity, which is the bond of perfect- 
d- neſs b. He had juſt before ſpoken of 
put their becoming new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
and had repreſented the new nature as that 


which would unite & Greek and Jew, cir- 
e cumciſion and uncircumciſion, Barbarian, 
© Scythian, bond and free. This conſide- 
ration of being elected to ſuch a renewed 
pirit in Chriſt, he would have to teach men 
umbleneſs, meekneſs, and other graces: 
But then he adds, that Charity is the moſt 


SH 
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Perfect bond of union; or it is that which 
3 Ki. 4 . . 
eads to per fectneſs and ſincerity, in theprac- 
ice of every grace and virtue. 
By Charity in this large and general ſenſe 
muſt be meant, a mind filled with love to 
Pop and man: A ſoul governed by nothing 
but a prevailing benevolence, and a goodneſs 


Hike chat of Gop himſelf. To love him 
z > 1 Pet. iv. 8. d Colofll iii. 14. 
« with 


vat 


07 the great Worth and 


with all the heart, and to love his neigh- 
bour as himſelf, is more than all burnt- 
offerings and ſacrifices c. «© Fe that lov- 
eth another hath fulfilled the law d.“ * 
Under the Goſpel neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, 
but faith that worketh by love e. 1 
This is the © new creature, or being born FF 
again, without which no man can 1 be fav- 
ed f 33 


Wye ate therefore to | indy this, as it has 
the preference to other things; as it muſt ac- 
company all our good actions; as it ought to 
be endeavoured after in the 9. — U de- 

ree; and as it is required mutually among | 
all Chriſtians. w 


1. This love is eme ed to us iſle 3 
8 particular graces. There is very 2 3 
reaſon it ſhould be ſo, becauſe it includes a, 
and will moſt effectually ſecure the obſery- I 
ance of every other command of Goyp. | 

All the rules of jaſtice will then eaſily be | 3 
obferved, when a man is continually aiming 

8 ſomething higher; when he is filled keg 
ardent defires to do good and kind things, as 
well as things that are ſtrictly equitable, and 
may be claimed as a debt. = 


© Mark xii. 33. 4 Rom. xiii. 8. . 8 Galat. v. 6. bp E 
f John iii. 3. compared with Gal. vi. 15. 


Our | 


This therefore is my 
= that muſt ſtand at the head of all you pro- 
== fels to believe, or to do in 
'S *. fake. I inſiſt upon it, (as if he had 


Our Bleſſed Saviour hath therefore made 
chis a peculiar commandment. This is 
„ my commandment, that ye love one ano- 
„ ſcher as I have loved yous.” My com- 
mand; ſo that you can never truly bear my 


Name, nor receive and practiſe my Religion, 


unleſs you enter into that pirit of love that 
bath been the very ſpring of all my under- 
takings as Mediator betwixt Gop and man; 
chat love which is the ſoul of all my actions 


in the fleſh, for your ſakes. 


and ſufferings 
firſt, my great cummand, 


my name and for 


) that the forming your tempers accor- 


ding to that love and goodneſs you ſee in 


2 3 | ME, be your main care; and that you look 


co this as the continual 
boch of your faith and obedience. Never 
ſet up any creeds in my name that ſhall ei- 
ther dgfroy 

and wan of affection, or in cenſoriouſneſs 
both in your receiving and defending my doc- 
= zr:mes, and alſo in obſerving and teaching 
my precepts, or elſe you will not prove your 
(elves my ho 


guide, and ſupporr, 


Charity, or ſhew a war? of it. 
place obedience to Gop in auſterity 


ighbour. See 
be gentle, meek and kind, 


genuine Diſciplees.. 
From hence we ſee that the Apoſtles of 
: John xv. 12. 

2 our 


ao of the great Worth and 
our Lord, did but ſpeak the ſenſe of our 
Lord himſelf, when they ſet Charity above 
all things. I he cleareſt and ftrongeſt decla- 
rations on this head, we have in one of St. 
Paul's Epiſtles to the Corinthians, * Though 
„] ſpeak with the Zongues of men and of 
« angels, and have not charity, I am become 
« as ſounding braſs or a tinkling cymbal. | 
«And though I have the gift = ophecy, 
„ and underſtand all myſteries and all know- 
e ledge, and though I have all Faith fo as 
e that I could remove mountains, and have 
e no charity, I am nothing: And though I 
© beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, 
e and have not charity, it profiteth me no- : 
thing“. 
Suppoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaking this to the 
chriſtian aſſembly at Corinth, and in modern 
language, it would be to the effect follow- 
ing. 
| * Though I could entertain you in. the 
© beſt manner that ever the tongue of 
© man was able to entertain an audience; 
© yea, though J could as far exceed all the 
0 thoughts and eloquence of man, as an An- 
gel himſelf could be ſuppoſed to do; yet, 
< without a mind rigbtiy affected to Gop and 
man, all I could ſay would be but an emp- 
© ty, ora harſh and grating ſound; Though 
I could by un ſpirit of propheſy tell what 


b ; Cor. xiii. 1, &c. 


go A 


«© ſhould 
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Impottance ꝙ Charity,” 11 
© ſhould happen in future times to your 
© ſelves, and to the church of Chriſt, -and- 
© to all the nations of the world; and tho”. 
© Thad ſuch an underſtanding in all the my- 
© ſteries of the Jewiſh ſcriptures, and their 
© religious ſervices, as to reveal and untold 
them to your higheſt: admiration and ſa- 
* tisfaction; though I had {kill and power 
* to inſtruct you in all ſciences, and had the 
moſt exquiſite knowledge in philoſophy, 
© and could explain all the principles and 
© compoſitions 1n nature, and all the laws of 
* motion and gravity: Nay, though I had 
_ © a faith that were ſtrong enough to produce 
* miraculous effects, and even to do things 
* that are next to impoſſible, as the remov- 
ing mountains is generally eſteemed; yet, 
* if T havenot a prevailing benevolence, and 
* goodneſs of heart and ſpirit, I am nothing. 
More than all this; though I ſhould 


” give my goods to the poor, and beſtow all 


© that ever I have in alms, till I come to need 
* alms myſelf; or though I ſhould in a pro- 
* fefſed zeal for Gop, or any truth of his, 
give my body to be burned, and in the 
* eſteem of men die a glorious martyr; yet 
if theſe things be the fruit of bigotry, or 
« paſſion, or ambition, or any corrupt af- 
* fetion ; they profit nothing: All is loſt 
and of no avail, without the generous, 
kind, and lovely diſpoſition of chriſtian 
s Charity,' : a” 55 
Fkk; e There 
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© There muſt be a heart benevolent, | and 
communicative in imitation of the goodneſs: - 
of Gop and Chriſt, | There muſt be an act- 
ing from ſuch a principle, as is above all 
earthly motives or oppoſitions. The whole 
ſoul muſt be put into the very mold of 
love and goodneſs, and all its capacities and 


| acquirements mulſt be uſed as peranes ſuch 
an exalted divine nature. 


For want of this, true piety languithes; i 
infidelity triumphs, in drawing men to | 
low the pretences of vain philoſophy and 
bigh conceit: And goed men are doing that 
in the church of Chriſt, which all their 
enemies without could never effect; i. e. 
breaking the ſpirits and diſcouraging the ho- 
neſt zeal of one another. O! when ſhall 
the Goſpel. charity come to be thorougly ſtu- 
died and practiſed in the chriſtian world ! | 

A matter of ſo vaſt importance, ſhould 
engage a proportionable regard. A nobler | 
ſubject cannot be inſiſted on by any writer, 
nor can you poſſibly attend to one more ne- 
ceſſary and uſeful. Let who will glory in 
gifts, or characters of diſtinction — 
men, St. Paul tells us b, that Charity is 
more excellent than theſe ; 3 fince this only 


| ſtampeth a true worth and value upon them. 


The duration of Charity alſo is ſuch, as 


to ſet it not only above all gifts, but to ren- 


der it chief of all the graces too. « Now | 
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Lmportance of Charity, 


s abideth faith, hope, and charity theſs 


e chree, [including all that makes a com- 
b Chriſtian ;} © v. the AY of theſe 


heed 1 mak 1 wo ; 


2. Charity is to be laced. at the head of 
all good ations, and can only ſecure the right 
diſcharge of them 

Tbe 5 place before quoted may be read, 
< before all things have fervent charity. 
The Scriptures which enforce, and more 


| peegicuuty explain this, are as follow. © Let 


de all your things be done with charity kx. 


„ Uſe not liberty for an occaſion to the 


« fleſh, but by love ſerve one another I. 
Let Charity and love make you as ready to 
ſerve each other, though you are in a ſtate 
of liberty, as if you were hound to ſuch ſer- 


vices and good offices. As every man 
* hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter 


ce the ſame one to another, as good ſtew- 
« ards of the manifold grace of Gop . 
* As we have opportunity let us do good 
4 unto. all men; eſpecially unto thoſe who 


« are of the houſbold of faith v.“ 


* The liberal ſoul ſhall be made far; and 
« he that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo 
« himſelf o. © Give, and it ſhall be given 


© unto thee; good meaſure, preſſed down 


11 Cor. xili. 13. „ eee. * Cor. xvi. 14. 
„ Gaby. 13. 21 fett. iy. 10. Gul. vi. 10. 


*. xi. 25. 4 
* 
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and ſhaken together and running over, 
< ſhall men give into your boſom : For 
* with the ſame meaſure that ye mete with- 


55 


« al, it ſhall be meaſured to you again ?. 
This is to be applied to acts of mercy and 


goodneſs as well as to thoſe of juſtice. 


9 Uſe hoſpitality one to * rs without 


ce grudging 4. And let not your goodneſs 


be kept amoneſt your ſelves; © For if ye do 


= good to thoſe that do good to you, fin- 


ners alſo do even the fame r. 

If we are concerned about truth, lor 
muſt do every thing to fecure and promote 
it; © that, ſpeaking the truth in love, we 
„may grow up” unto him in all things 
e which is the head, even Chriſt . The 
ce encreaſe alſo of the body, and the edify- 
« ing our ſelves is in /ove.” All that re- 
ſpects the bead, and all that is done to en- 
large er edify the body, is to be done in 


art 


Charity, and to flow from thence. © 


And then as to practical Religion; ** 4 
very ſcope and end of the commandment 


is charity *.” As love was the fulfilling 


of the old Law, fo under the Goſpel nothing 
availeth, but © faith working by love u. 
e This is /ove; chat we walk after the com- 
* mandment w. 
By this prevailing benevolence and good- 


P Luke vi. 38. 2 1 Pet. iv. 9. Uuke vi. 32. 
* Epheſ. iv. 15, 16. 1 Tim. i. * 5 40 v. 6. 
3 OP John. ver. 6. 


neſs 


neſs of ſoul, we ſhall be rendered perfect, 


or ſincere, in all relative duties; and this 
will alſo make us unblameable in holineſs 


before Goo. The Lord make you to en- 


« creaſe and abound in love one towards an- 
« ther, and towards all men, even as we do 
ce towards you: To the end he may eſta- 
&« bliſh your hearts unblameable in holineſs 


« before Gp . 


TH. The worth of Charity being ſo great, 


and its place ſo high, we are required to en- 


deavour after it in its moft fervent degree. 

Have fervent Charity among your ſelves. 
cc See that ye love One another with 'A pure 
« heart fervently v. Let us not love in word, 
cc neither in tongue, big [as if we thought good 
words a ſufficient expreſſion of Charity, ] © but 
« in deed and in truth. © And walk in 


cc love as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath 
ec giyen himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacri- 
« fice to Gop, for a ſweet ſmelling favour a.” 


Our good will and kindneſs ought to be 


ſo great as to take pleaſure in thoſe very 


things which may be attended with no pre- 


ſent reward. Do good and lend, hoping 


« for nothing again, and your reward ſhall 


be great in another world,” [whatever your 
lot may be in this dying ſtate,] © and ye 


© 
ro 


* ſhall be the children of che Higheſt b.“ 


* x Theſf. ili. 12,13. 71Pet.i. 22, 53 John wi. 18. 
. 2 Epheſ. v. 2. » Luke vi; 33 - | 
„* | if 5 e 
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The feeding of friends and brethren, or treat 
ing rich naghbours that may make one a re- 

compence, our Saviour ſpeaks of as com- 
{tory 10 kindneſs or - goodneſs, to our 
_ giving to the poor and maimed, 
and ſuch as cannot revenge us fof what 
we have done ©.” 

The fervours of Charity ought to be 0 
Wong as even to © bleſs thoſe that curſe us, 
< and to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
* 18 d. But this being a matter of the 
greateſt difficulty, and What hath by ſome 
been objected againſt, as an vanatural and 
anreaſonable command in Chriſtianiry, I 
ſhall conſider it more folly and diſtinetly 
by itſelf hereafter.. 

To proceed therefore to another meafute 
of Charity: It ſhould rife to ſuch a degree, 
as not-only to ſhew itſelf, when occafions 
fall in our way; but to enquire after, and 
diligently „et for proper occalions and ob- 
| Jechs of 2 « If than forbear to deliver them 
< that are drawn unto death, and thoſe that 
< are ready to be {lam : If thou ſayeſt, be- 
hold we knew it not, [when chat igno- 
rance was only becauſe you did not care to 
know, or de aequaimed with fech things] 
« doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 

4 ſider it? And he that keepeth the ſoul, 
« doth not he know it? And ſhall not he 
< render to every one according to his 

* Luke ziv, 12, 13. 1 Shit v. 44- 
Works 


Importance of Charity, 17 
E/ orks e?” Will not the prevailing tem- 

r of a man's own heart, which Gon pon- 
ders in all its motions, be conſidered in the 
day of recompence ? And will not Go p 
ſhew mercy, or ſeverity, according as he 
knows that ſoul of thine hath loved and 
fought, or neglected and turn d ON from, 
occaſions of mercy and charity? 

A further degree of Charity i is to extend 

it to all ſorts of perſons with faithfulneſs and 
continuance. This is recommended by the 
character of Gaius: © Beloved, thou do'ſt 
«faithfully, whatſoever thou do'ſt to the 
© brethren, and to ſtrangers, which have 
e born witneſs of thy charity before the 
© Church f. © And the Lord make you 
«© to encreaſe, and abound in love one to 
«another, and. toward all men 8. 
The higheſt degree of Charity is dving, 
to compaſs the main end of it. This St. 
Fohn- recommends in imitation of Chriſt, 
If we are called to it for a publick good, 
and to promote the ſalvation of others, in 
any ſuch way, as he was, we ſhould be rea- 
dy to ſuffer with him. © Hereby perceive 
<« wethe love of Gop; becauſe he laid down 
* his life for us, and we ought to lay en | 
© our lives for the brethren b. 


4. Charity muſt be mutua!, amongſt all 
Chriſtians, and extend to all caſes that call 


© Prov. xxiv. 11, 12. f 3 Ep. John 5, 6 
81 Theſſ iti. 12. d 1 John iii. 16. 
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for it. So the general rule ſtands, Have 
« fervent charity amongſt your elbe. 

All the faithful followers of Chriſt are * 
ſcribed as making one Body; and all are or- 
dered ſo, © that there ſhould be no ſchiſm 
e inthe body; but that the members ſhould 
« have the ſame care, one of another. And 
« whether one member ſuffer, all the mem- 


c bers ſuffer with it; or one member be ho- 


ce noured, all the members rejoice with iti. 
There cannot be a plainer ſtronger way, 
of repreſenting the obligations Chriſtians 
are under to mutual 1 than _ of the 


| Again; Charity muſt extend in ny mu- 
tual ſympathy, to all caſes that call for it. 
Theſe will be diſtinctly pointed out in the 
following Sections. Only here let me ob- 
ſerve in general, that however eaſy I am 
with the faults of others, and ready to co- 
ver or excuſe them, if I don't pity them in 
their wants too, and as far as lies in my 


power relieve them, one branch of Chari- 


ty will not make up for the want of ano- 
ther. And if I ſhould relieve the poor and 


i 1 Cor, xii. 25, 26. & 1 Pet. iii, 8. 


needy, 


Importance / Cbarich. 19 
needy, but yet have no tenderneſs for the 
fins and miſcarriages of men, or no patience 
with thoſe that differ from me in matters of 
Religion, my Charity will not anſwer the 
exigencies of ſociety, nor be acceptable to 
Gop. For his word directs that it ſhould | 
extend to the faults and fins. of others: 
« Charity covereth a multitude of „nil. 
It muſt alſo extend to the different opinions 
of men, and the different impreſſions they 
are under in matters of Religion. Him 
* that is weak in the faith receive, but 
not to doubtful diſputations. Let us not 
therefore judge any more; but judge this 
rather, that no man put a ſtumbling- block, 
© or. an occaſion to fall, in his brother's 
« ay m. And it muſt extend to the warts: 
and neceſſities of others. The righteous 
* confidereth the cauſe of the poor, but the 
«wicked regardeth not to know it ®.' 
- The Scripture account of each of theſe 
ſhall be diſtinctly drawn out, after I have 
paid due reſpect to St. Paul's comprehenſive 
and moſt beautiful deſcription of Charity, 


by ſetting to view the particulars he hath. 


given us in his xiii. Chapter of the 1ſt Epi- 
ſtle to the Corinthians. For the fuller un- 
derſtanding of which I ſhall ſearch out the 
Scripture- ſenſe of every ſingle attribute or 
character. 5 


II Pet. ir. 3. n Rom. xiv. 1, 13. Prov. xxix. 7. 
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SECTION II. 


87. Pauls Deſcription of Charity 5 in 
1 Cor. xiii. explained by other 
Texts of Scripture ; Al, e 
Auribute ke ept di dr flint. a 


I Harity ſufferech long; and is kind 
* Charity envieth not. Charity vaunt- 
* 8 not itſelf; is not puffed up; doth not᷑ 
er behave itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh not her 
* own; is not eaſily provoked ; thinketh no 
te evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity; but rejoic- 
« eth in the Truth: Beareth all things: be- 
cc Ijeveth all things: hopeth all things : en- 
« dureth all things. Charity never faileth. 

Thus ſtands the moſt conciſe, elegant, and 
extenſive account of this virtue, that 1s: to 
be found any where drawn up in one conti- 
nued connexion. In which is contained a 


full deſcription of the diſpoſitions and act- 


ings of a ſoul that is completely molded by 
it. And tho' according to the common ex. 


plications of the various expreſſions uſed in 


this place, ſeveral of them coincide, and are 
made to ſay the ſame thing; yet a careful 
examination of the ſenſe of the original 


words, will ſhew that every ſingle attribute 


of Charity, as it is here ſet down, is diſtinct 


17775 the others. And all together —_ 
LT | an 


Charity i 15 or of Mind. 2 E 
and comprehend the whole Scripture: Act 
count of this chriſtian Ser ; WE is 


The feſt deſcriptive note or arcibure of 
Charity, is, that it /uffereth long. 

It is great of mind, extending itlelf to the 
nobleſt and largeſt views of things. And 
with an eye to a diſtant good, it can put up 

preſent offences, and inconveniencies. This 
he the Zemper long, or extenſive; above 
thoſe paſſionate, and haſty concluſions which 
excite oppoſition and animoſities. Charity 
enlargeth the heart, and greatens it, above 
taking notice of mean and little things and 
above taking advantage of ill things, where 
thoſe that are the offenders profeſs repen- 
tance. It enables a man to keep a calm. 


neſs and firmneſs of foul, under afflictions 
and eroſſes, and in the delay of promiſed ex- 


pected bleffings. This is the true and full 


ſenſe of the Gree word, here render'd „i 
fereth long *,- as; it is uſed in other places of 


Scripture. - Tei is, as Chry/o/tom ſays, the root 
aud ground- work of all philoſophy . 

_ Greatneſs of mind and its extenſive views 
are deſcribed by- this word, in the caſe of 
Abrabum. He obtained the promiſe of Gon 
(who ſaid, Surely bleſſing I will bleſs thee, 


and muliphing I wall mala 0 by 


7 Meoxpobumi. "4 Aber TY6 QrhevePics 1 is & ear. 
Chry l. Hom. xxxiil in Ep. 1 ad Corinth. 


22 Charity is great of Mind. 
keeping a longanimity in the hope of it *. 
Thus patiently extending his mind and views 
to the divine promiſe, he at laſt obtain'd it. 
With an eye to a diſtant good, he put up 
many preſent evils and hardſhips. In this 
ſenſe the word is uſed three times in two 
verſes in the Epiſtle of Fames. Our tranſ- 
lation puts the ſenſe of the original thus, 
“ Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
t coming of the Lord. Behold, the huſ- 
te bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
&« the earth, and hath lng patience for it, 
« until he receive the early and latter rain. 
« Be ye allo patient v. It is plain our 
tranſlators were not ſatisfied with rendering 
the word be patient, becauſe they put tw¾o 
other renderings in the margin; Be / 
patient, or ſuffer with long patience. I would 
therefore underſtand that place thus; Keep 
your minds and views, brethren, extended to 
the coming of your Lord. Behold; the huſ- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath a great or long extent of 
mind toward it, till he receive the early and 
latter rain. Be you thus enlarged in the 
view and expectation of the coming of your 
Lord. The conſequence of which will be 
to put up, and bear patiently preſent incon- 
veniencies, when an approaching expected 
good thus greatens your ſouls. 
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( Charity:isgreat of Temper, 23 

To proceed: This greatneſs or length 
and extent of ſoul, as it reſpects the heart 
and'temper, is ſometimes deſcribed by being 
patient toward all men 4. But that it is in- 
tended to ſignify more than patience in that 
very place ſeems evident, from the other 
exerciſes of Charity to which it is there con- 
nected. When it is ſaid, Comfort the fee- 
te ble minded; ſupport the weak; then fol- 
lows, be of an enlarged generous temper to- 
cc yard all men. It certainly ſtands much 
better thus, then be patient toward all men. 
For the two branches of patience are par- 
ticularly exhorted to in the verſe following; 
i. e. ſuſtaining evils, and continuing to fol- 
low that which is good. 1 

Thus in the parable of the Debtor, the 
word is rendered twice, Have patience with 


me. But it plainly implieth more than a 


bare forbearance, It is interpreted by the 
actions that follow : © A Being generouſly 


cc moved with compaſſion, looſing, and for- 


« giving the debt. And when the ſervant 
is repreſented as not having the ſame enlarge- 
ment and goodneſs of diſpoſition, he is con- 
demn'd for acting raſhly, © taking his fel- 
te low ſervant by the throat; and, without 
any marks of compaſſion and generoſity, 
caſting him into priſon *, 6 
 Theſeplaces are ſufficient to ſhew that this 

firſt deſcription of Charity, [/uffereth long] 
4 1 Theſſ. v. 14. * Mat. xviii. 26. &c. | 

2 | 18 


2 


22 Charity is great of Mind. 
keeping a longanimity in the hope of it . 
Thus End attending his minka views 
to the divine promiſe, he art laſt obtain'd it. 
With an eye to a diſtant good, he put up 
many preſent evils and hardſhips. In this 
ſenſe the word is uſed three times in two 
verſes in the Epiſtle of Fames. Our tranſ- 
lation puts the ſenſe of the original thus, 
e Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
t coming of the Lord. Behold, the huſ- 
te bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
* the earth, and hath long patience for it, 
« until he receive the early and latter rain. 
« Be ye alſo patient vo. It is plain our 
tranſlators were not ſatisfied with rendering 
the word be patient, becauſe they put two 
other renderings in the margin; Be lung 
patient, or ſuffer with long patience. I would 
therefore underſtand that place thus; Keep 
' your minds and views, brethren, extended to 
the coming of your Lord. Behold; the huſ- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, and hath a great or long extent of 
mind toward it, till he receive the early and 
latter rain. Be you thus enlarged in the 
view and expectation of the'coming of your 
Lord. 'The conſequence of which will be 
to put up, and bear patiently preſent incon- 
veniencies, when e expected 


good thus greatens your ſouls. 
* Ovrw fuenf obig. Heb. vi. 15. „ Jam. V. 72 8. 
tape: 8 | 


Charity is great of Temper. 23 
To proceed: This greatneſs or length 
and extent of ſoul, as it reſpects the heart 
and temper, is ſometimes deſcribed by being 
patient toward all men d. But that it is in- 
tended to ſignify more than patience in that 
very place ſeems evident, from the other 
exerciſes of Charity to which it is there con- 
nected. When it is ſaid, Comfort the fee- 
te ble minded; ſupport the weak; then fol- 
lows, be of an enlarged generous temper to- 
« yard all men.” It certainly ſtands much 
better thus, then be patient toward all men. 
For the two branches of patience are par- 
ticularly exhorted to in the verſe following; 
5 1. e. ſuſtaining evils, and continuing to fol- 
8 low that which is good. . 
Thus inthe parable of the Debtor, the 
4 word is rendered twice, Have patience with 
me. But it plainly implieth more than a 
5 bare forbearance, It is interpreted by the 
actions that follow: © A Being generouſly 
f 
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cc moved with compaſſion, looſing, and for- 
« giving the debt. And when the ſervant 
is repreſented as not having the ſame enlarge- 
ment and goodneſs of diſpoſition, he is con- 
demn'd for acting raſhly, © taking his fel- 
e low ſervant by the throat; and, without 
any marks of compaſſion and generoſity, 
caſting him into priſon *, a 
Theſe places are ſufficient to ſhew that this 
firſt deſcription of Charity, [/uffereth long]! 
A 241 Theſf. v.14. Mat. xviii. 26, &c. 
5 55 2 N is 


1 mch 4 as caly e. to 80 fz when l' is 
underſtood of that predgnals of ſoul and 
temper in general, upon which all the other 
acts and exerciſes of Charity depend *; And 
by this explication, what is ſaid afterward; 
of Charity not being eaſily provoked, and 
enduring all things, will appear to have their 
diſtinct meaning; but if the word [uirpotu+ 
pa] ſaſfereth long, be taken to mean no more 
than Patience, they will not. Tllis is thè 
ground- work of all the following attributes 
of Charity; and therefore our greateſt care 
and diligence ſhould be directed to form the 
mind, and temper, according to this dcebunt 
of the greatneſs and extenſiveneſs of both. 


. "7 ig F 3 fr T4 * 4 $. 


The next thing ſaid of Charity, (which 
is indeed inſeparable. from a mind truly great 
and generous) is, That Wyckng, 1 e 

The word ſignifies, it is pro cable +.) This 
is s the primary ſenſe of it. 'A'generous en- 
larged mind and temper will ſhew itſelf in 
uſeful beneficial attions. For if a'brothet fl + 

Hor ſiſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily WW a 
food, and one ſay to them, Depart in i y 

< peace, be you warmed and filled; notwith- 1 
ve 4 ye give them not thoſe things v 
vwhich are needful to the e What doth ¶ c: 


Te cyrus GTO Tay ayrbas. Chryſ.. And ſpeaking after- 
ward of him who is called pwaxpsdvwes he adds, fuunpd 20 2 be 
ye q ο fx. xfus en. Xens ds venit a Ts 
d Na. ab utendo; unde vęns os Prima gniicatione utilis, 
©xzpn50s inutilis. 


it 
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ce it profit f In this ſenſe; Gop is {aid te 
bo aue „ind, to the unthankful, and 


«ro. the evil t.. It is made the reaſon why 
we ſhould d good; and nd, hoping for no- 
thing again; and therefore muſt be under- 
ſtood of his doing good, whole example we 
ace ta fd 7 5 
In a ſecondary ſenſe, the word may be 
rendered as it often is, eaſy, gentle, and full of 
benignity. So the yoke, or government, of 
Chriſt is (aid to be eaſy u Tho' it may be 
read there, my yoke is profitable, ſecuring 
that gain which is preferable to the gain of 
the whole world; 7. e. the ſalvation of the 
ſoul, And anſwering the labgurs and expec- 
cations of that ſoul, that is weary of ſeeking 
after and depending upon other things. Other 
rules and preſcriptions diſappoint, the Goſpel 
will certainly profit, and anſwer its end in 
giving reft unto the ſoul. hem 
In ſome places, however, it is undoubtedly 
to be tranſlated by the words gondneſi w, leni- 
fy x, and heuignity; yet ſo as to include thoſe 
actions, and Fruits of goodneſs and kindneſs, 
which are beneficial and profitable to men. 
Thus the word Lind, is of the ſame import 
with communicuti ve. It ſignifies a communi- 
cation of 4:/dJom and counſel; of Sections 
and friendly diſpoſitions; and of. outward 
benefits. In ſhort, as Charity enlarges and 
James ii. 15, 16. Luke vi. 35. Matth. xl. 30. 
vpns os. Rom. ii. 4. * Eph. iv. 32. 
e : greatens 


to endeavour after a greatneſs and extent of 


26 Charity is kind and profitable. 
greatens the mind, ſo it is full of good works. 
Therefore it is ſaid, that the righteous 
(which is-a word often uſed in Scripture for 
the charitable and liberal) © giveth, and ſpar- 
« eth not J. Whereas the contrary cha- 
racer ſtands deſcribed thus, The ſoul of 
e the wicked deſireth evil; his neighbour 
e findeth no favour in his eyes 2. | 
Let me here intreat the reader to ſtay -a 
While, till he ſhall determine with himſelf 


mind, with a communicative temper, as the 
very life and foul of all the following 
branches of Charity, and what muſt appear 
in all of them. It is in vain to bid a little 
contracted mind, not envy; or to bid it not 
vaunt it ſelf of its little ornaments and ad- 
vantages; or to perſuade it from aſpiring af- 
ter the regards paid to others, or after the 
good things they enjoy. Bur let a man make 
it his main ſtudy and buſineſs to get a more 
enlarged ſoul, a more generous grateful diſ- 
poſition of heart, and this will correct 
envy and pride. You may recommend 
all the | bleſſed fruits of Charity long 
enough, no perſuaſion will be ſufficient ſtat- 
edly to produce them, if there be not a 
kind communicative temper. Theſe firſt 
deſcriptions of Charity, muſt therefore be 
firſt and principally ſtudied by us, if we 
would ſucceſsfully aim at and practiſe the reſt. 
3 Y Prov. xxi. 26. 2 Ver. 10. 5 
8 The 
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Charity guides Zeal, cc. 27 


The third deſcriptive character of Chari- 
is, that it envieth not. 5 | 
The word here rendred envy *, is oft tak- 
en in a good ſenſe. So it is, both in the 
chapter preceding and following this ac- 
count of Charity. In the laſt verſe of the 
foregoing chapter it is rendred covet earneſt- 
ly, and is applied to the 65% gifts *. And in 
the next chapter, it is rendered defire ſþ1- 


ritual giſtab. And alſo in the Revelation, © Be: 


« zealous therefore and repent .“ In this 


\ ſenſe St. Paul tells the Corinthians he was 
| © zealous over them with a godly zeal 4. 


For ſo it ſhould be read, rather than jealous 
with a godly jealouſy. When therefore earneft 
coveting or defiring, and being zealouſly 
moved, are denied of Charity, we are to un- 
derſtand it of the power that an enlarged and 


kind ſpirit hath over zeal it ſelf. It doth not 
emulate the gifts and excellencies of others, 


ſo as to prevent, or any way leſſen, the good 
fruits and effects of them. It doth not affect 
thoſe gifts and excellencies out of ambition, 
to draw fame from others to it ſelf. Thus 
St. Paul in another place explains this word; 
uſing it twice in one verſe, when he tells 
the ' Galatians that their Jeuiſb ſeducers 
te gealouſly affected them, but not well; yea 
« they would exclude you [or us] that you 


Zt. * x Cor. xii. 31. » Chap. xiv. 1. 
© Rev: 1, 19% Dor. xi. z. 


E 2 e might 


« might affect them.. Charity utterly 
difclaims all ſuch zeal and pretenee of affec- 
tion as this is. While Chriſtian love ae- 
counts it good to be always zeslouſly af- 
<« fected in a good thing f; yet it will not 
allow it ſelf to ſhew this zealous affection in 
any way that is invidious, or that would leſs 
ſen the eſteem, and love, and praiſe which 
F | © 0 Solis © ags of 
Thus in a ſecondary ſenſe of the word, and 
as it reſpects the evil temper that there is in 
an embitious zeal, it may be ſaid not to envy, 
Charity doth not de/ire to have any thing, in 
the ſenſe that St. Fames uſeth the word, with 
an ambitious affectation s. It do's not fret to 
ſee others more rich or honourable. It do's 
not grieve at any man's greater reputation or 
fucceſs. It do's not ſeek to ſhade any man's 
ſuperiour w1/dom or learning. In ſhort, it 
do's not make the countenance pale at any 
advantage which another hath, either for 
this world or a better, When the kind- 
„ neſs and love of Gop our Saviour toward 
“ man appeareth to. any foul, it is taken our 
of that ſtate, wherein we are faid © to live 
in malice andenvy, hateful and hazing one 
Wal another b. He that loves his neighbour 
as himſelf, cannot grudge him any exeetlency | 
or advantage that he enjoys, nor can he de- 
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ambitioſa affectatione rei expetitæ. Bezg et ex eo Stephan. WF © 
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Charity vaunterh nut. | 29 
fire to have it from him; becauſe he would 
not grudge at ſuch bleſſings, were they his 


own lot, nor be willing to have them taken 
away. To ſee the light of others ſhining: 
before men, ſhould make us glorify their and 
aur common Father who is in Heaven. 


The fourth deſcriptive character of Cha- 
rity, is, that it vaunterb not it felfi As it 


doth not ambitioully deſire, or envy the gifts 


of others, fo it doch not vainly and with 


oſtentation make a ſhew of its own advan- 


tages. Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the 
« wiſe man glory in his wiſdom ; neither 
„ let the mighiy man glory in his might; 
let not the rich man glory in his riches i. 
. The word here uſed by che Apaſtle, is ex- 
plained by the Greek Fathers to fignify a free- 
dom from all gawdy and falſe ornaments; 
from an affectation of ſuperfluities, and feek- 
ing to make a figure by things that ſhall 
draw the notice of men, but are no way 
beneficial, os of any real ſervice *. Charity 
Will not ſet a uſeleſs acquirement in the place 
of a uſeful one; will not paint or colour any 
of a man's little advantages above their real 
worth: Yea, it will not allow him to make 
a boaſh of the greateſt good that is in him, 
or done by him. © Let another praiſe thee, 
| I Jerem. ix. 23. * 'Qunyryqu/da. Clem. Alexandr. 


aud Bafil /o explain the mord, ut notet fucatum ſuperfiyum et 
inutilem ornatum. Niab . 
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30 Charity vaunteth not. 


« and not thine one mouth kl. When ye 
<« ſhall have done all thoſe things which are 
« commanded you, fay, We are unprofit-' 
« able ſervants; we have done that which 
« was our duty to do I. 8 
Others render the word vaunteth, by 
raſhneſs, and precipitate or unadviſed ſpeak- 
ing or aCting ||. Charity doth nothing, ſpeak- 
eth nothing, with a fooliſh and violent con- 
ceit, or with a temper that deſpiſeth coun- 
fel and deliberation +. A ſoul that is great, 
and benevolent (according to the firſt general 
deſcriptions of Charity) will avoid every thing 
raſh and giddy. ' St. Paul therefore diſclaims 


< boaſting of things without our meaſure m. 


And, when by others ill uſage of him, he 
was forc'd to boaſt of his ſervices in the Goſ- 
pel, he ſays it is not © after the Lord, but 
<« as it were fooliſhy in this confidence of 
ce boaſting n. ee 


When he writes under the power of a 


ſpirit of love and Charity, he explains 
all that boaſting of what he had done 
and ſuffered, by ſaying, © Not I, but the 
grace of Gop which was with me. 


Good men may ſometimes be ſtirred up to 


* Prov. xxvii. 2. l Luke xvii. 10. || Ss Chryſoſtom. 
Heſych. and ſuch as make this word the ſame with the La- 
tin perperus and perperitudo. Diater. Syr. Vers. fic 
habet Charitas non tumultuatur. Qecumenius quoque xine 
Interpretatur temerarium aut protervum: Theophylactus, le- 
vem, mentis inopem. Vide Eſtij Commentar. * 2 Cor. 


; boaft 


x. 15. © Chap.xi.17, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


Cbarity is nut puffed up. 31 
hoaft of themſelves, as well as others; but 


the more perfect Charity is, the more it will 


exclude all vaunting. 


|; The fifth property of Charity is, that it is 


not puffed up. This ſeems to be much the 
ſame with the former, but if we attend care- 
fully we ſhall find it is diſtinct; and the di- 
ſtinction is very beautiful. As the charitable 
man maketh not a falſe ſhew, or a vain ſhew, 
or an oſtentatious boaſting of any thing in him- 


| ſelf; ſo neither is he puffed up with the good 


opinions of others ; or with the ſtation and cir- 
cumſtances, in which their regards, or the 
providence of Gop, have placed him. 

The word, I think, is on all hands allow- 
ed to ſignify, he is nor proud: Not elated 
with @ſþ:ring thoughts, beyond his proper 
ſphere; to meddle with things above him : 
Not ſwell'd with . contemptuous thoughts 
of thoſe beneath him: Not blown up by one 


or other of theſe, to a ſpirit of oppoſition 


and contention. In theſe three things the 
whole Scripture ſenſe of the word rendered, 
[puffed up *| is comprehended. 

The firſt ſenſe of it, aſpiring to things 
above our preſent Sphere, the Apoſtle warns 
the Coloffians againſt, when he forbids their 
« intruding into thoſe things which th 
ce have not ſeen, vainly pufft up by a fleſh- 
cy ad,” | 

Do pucibra. P Coloſ. ii. 18. 


The 
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" Charity is — 
The ſecond ſenſe of this word, ſa carrempt 
; of others inſtead of edi and making them 
wiſer] St. Paul upbraids the Corinthians with, 
on account of their valuing themſelves for 
meer matters of ſcience; and in the regards 
that one paid to another, 2 upon that 
ſcore. Knowledge puffeth up, but Cha- 
“ rity edifieth. And if any man think that he 
« knoweth any thing [ſo as not to make uſe of 
that knowledge to edify] © he knoweth no- 
e thing yet as he ought to know 4. 

The third ſenſe of the word, i. e. a being 
ue by one or other of the foregoing things 
to a ſpirit of oppofitron and contention, we have 
three times in one chapter. A being puffed 

up for one perſon, in oppoſition to another r: 
A being puffed, as if the Apoſtle would: nor 
come to vindicate himſelf :; againſt whom he 
determines, if the Lord will, not only tu 
* know the ſpeech of them that are e up, 
but the p¹]Zỹĩ ld 

With relation to the fig, Charity do's not 
life up it ſelf to meddle with things above it. 


e My heart is not haughty, nor are mine | 


eyes lofty; neither dolexerciſe my ſelf in 
« things too high for me .. 
In reference to the ſecond, Charity will not 


treat the meaneſt with contempt, but rather 


ſeek to make them wiſer and better. © Be- 
hold Gopis mighty, and deſpiſeth not any®. 


1 Cor. . Chap. iv. 6. Thid. ver. 18, 
i Ver. 19. «PR. xxl. 15+ Job xxxvi. 5. 
| He 
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Charity Advis not unſeemly. 33 


te EN that —_ his neighbour ſinneth =. 
ou ſer at naught thy brother ? 
* 8 dye ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment 
« ſear of Chriſt 7,” 

With reſpe to the third, Chatity' is fab 
gem all perſonal oppoſitions and diſpuſts. 
« 'Only by pride cometh contention *. ''The 

« pride of life is not of the Father, bur i is 
« of the world a. Be kindly affectioned one 
| © to another with brotherly ”" in honour 
5 e one another- ꝰ. 


The ſixth character of Charity is, "that | 
it doth not behave itſelf unſeemly. He that is 
free from miſtaken zeal and envy, from af- 
fectation of appearances and ſelf vaunting, 
and from an aſpiring, contemptuous, quar- 
relſome, puffed up ſpirit, will of courſe thew 
this by a comely behaviour. 

Conſidering the Apoſtle” s defign in chis ac- 
count of Charity, (that it ſpecially aims at. 
a correcting the diſorderly, confuſed manage- 

ment of the Corinthians in the uſe of their 


ne | ſpiritual gifts, ) not to behave unſcemly, ſigni- | 


fies, that no gift ſhould be exerciſed out of 
proper time and place; nor ſo as to claſh 
with, or exclude and ſuppreſs another. Cha- 
ric) with all its kindneſs, and averſeneſs to 
pride and boaſting, yet is no friend to con- 
fuſion and uncomely carriage of any ſort. 


* Prov. xiv. 21, ? Rom. . Prov. xiii. 10. 
1 John ii. 16. Rom. xii. 16. | Rs. 


4 4 


34 | Charity behaveth-not unſeemly. 
eſteem, and all perſons their proper reſpect; 


in their proper Place *. It is not rude, in 
bearing upon, or e others weak- 


in yielding to others diſorders and conceits. 


It is for allowing all gifts their proper 


and all to appear, and be taken notice of 


neſs and infirmities. Nor is it mean and ſervile 


Some underſtand by the expreſſion here 
uſed, that Charity is not ftiff and diſdainful. 
It do's not refuſe to miniſter even to thoſe 
that are inferior 4; nor count it a matter of 
ſhame to imitate the example of Chriſt, who 
ſtoop'd ſo low as to waſh his di 7ſciples feet. 
He that will not learn of Chriſt to be meek 
and lowly, behaveth nſcemly in Chriſtianity, 
Chry/ſoftom enlargeth very much upon this, 
that love, counts nothing unſeemly, or matter 
of ſhame, cither to do or ſuffer for the object 
beloved. 

In ſhort, Charity teaches men to act in 
| febeme, and with a due reference of one 
thing and one perſon to another, that the 
lovely order and dependences eſtabliſhed by 
the Goſpel may be reſerved. © Let us walk 
<« honeſtly ; ” or 4: cently, as the word figni- 
fies. That walking Hach, or decently in the 
epiſtle to the Romans, ſtands directly oppoſed 


in the form of expreſſion to the anſeemly behav- 


ing which our text denies of charity e. In 
* Clem. Alexan. (at vertit interpres) u indecore ſe gerit. 


| Quo ſpectat etiam Tertulliani lectio, #07 protervit. Eſtij. 


comment. f Chrylolt. Eraimus. Rom. xill, 13. 


2/110 Ya, in our ext & 3,1pperd, | 
| | another 


. 
FI | 


another place it is commanded in the name 


| « of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that we withdraw 


« our ſelves from every brother that walk- 


| © eth diſorderly, and not after the tradition 


or ſcheme of things deliver'd by the —_ * 
Upon which St. Paul recommends his own 
care to preſerve order. For we behaved 
ce not our ſelves diſorderly among you. 
Charity is very watchful againſt every thing 
unſeemly and out of character, that it may 


prevent the out- breakings of envy, vaunting, 


pride, and provoking paſſions. Or that it 
may remedy the evils occaſion d thereby, in 
its reducing, and bringing things to chriſti- 
an decency and humility again, after the 
miſapplying and miſplacing of them. Thus 
we are to underſtand that direction to the 
Corinthians afterward ; © Let all things be 
« done decently * and in order. Namely 
with all that ſeemlineſs and order which 
chriſtian charity directs, not which human 
power and authority may impoſe. | 


The ſeventh note of Charity is this; feeketh 
not her own, or, ſeeketh not the things of it 
ſelf +. Self. pleaſing, and ſelf-intereſt are 
no guides to Charity, nor have they any, 


power to retain it. 


Charity ſeeketh not any thing in the way 
that /elfi/hneſs do's. It will teach a man to 


*2 Thel fi, 6. Ven 7:7 * 1 Cor, xiv. 40. where 


' the word vampires is again 7 + 'Ov Gnii r taurus. 


2 | take 


36 Charity is W Salden 
take due care of himſelf, and af his own hap” 

pineſs; but not ſo as to neglect, injure, bear 
down, or afflict others. Look not eve- 
| em man on his own things, but every man 
< alſo on the things of others f.” Lee not 
the ſcope 3 aim of life, "be Gf oaly; 
but the good of other s. 

What are the things of ſelf chat Charity 
doth not ſeek? "They are as follow. The 
gaſe of ſelf is not ſought, to decline any good 
work that may promote the welfare of others. 
Loye is an active grace. God is not unrigh- 
< teous to forget your work and labour of 
ee love s. T be liberty of ſelf is not ſought, 
where engaging in any particular office or 
relation comes into Gop's ſcheme and order 
of things, and we are fitted ſor it and called to 
it. © Tho' I be free from all men, yet have 1 
made my ſelf ſervant unto all, that Imighe 

<« gain the more bu. The g gratification of 
ſelf is given up for the good — another. If 
t meat make my brother to offend, I will 
ce eat no fleſh while the world Randeth, leſt 
I make my brother to offend i. Let every 
one of us pleaſe his neighbour for his good 
to edification. For even Chriſt pleaſed not 
« himfelf k. The intereſt and profit of ſelf 
is not ſought, where either religion or a pub- 
lick good direct to profit another. Let no 

« man ſeek his own; but every man ano- 
7 Phil. ii. 4. s Heb. vi. 10. Cor. iT. 19. 
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1 ther 's wealth. Not. ſeeking mine own 
« profit, but the 12555 of many, 

« may be faved . To perfect all; love 

is ſometimes. reſented. as not ſeeking. ts 

preſervæ I. rfe 1 it 1 N the good of many 
may:.be promo ted by offering it up m. 1 

— of bn ſelfiſhneſs is Charity in its 

nal Chriſt wd. in all har perfectly 2 

By alter bim. 1 


The ciehth attribute of 8 80 88, 5 it 
is not eafily Frovked. Ir doth got fly into 
paſſion, or give way to violent reſentment; 
at-the diſorders of others, or the ill uſage it 
meets with from them. The better rA 
is, that it is not highly provotd. 

For the word here rendered provet'dF, 
the very ſame with that uſed to ſignify - 
exceeding commotion of St, Pauls ſpirit 
when he beheld the grievous, idolatries at 
Athens. It is there ald, « his ſpirit was ſtir- 
« red in him n. It was. greatly provoked 
at their practices, and ſtrongly moved 8 
poſe them. But to have a ſpirit thus diſtur 
ed and agitated with things that meerly re- 
ſpect our ſelves, or that are Zolerabtr, though 
juſtly blameable, is very unſuitable to ſuch 
a caſe as that af St. Paul. To fall into vio- 
lent fits. of paſſion upon every wrong done 
to us, or provocation chat may be offered us, 


11 Cor. x. 24, 33. ® Phil. il. 1 nt 1 John iii. 46. 
'* Jlagotunras, T Ad. wi. 76. N on 


| either 


30 | Charity ebinketh no evil, 


either by the weakneſs or the wilfulneſs and 

rverſeneſs of others, is the reverſe of Cha- 
rity. © Iris the glory of a man to paſs over 
«* a tranſgreſſion o. Let all bitterneſs, and 
« wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
4 ſpeaking, be put away from you, wich all 


2» a + 


ce malice ?. 

Charity will not allow any provocations to 
prevail ſo far, as to be beyond all entreaty 
to a reconciliation, or to refuſe forgiveneſs. 
« Forgiving one another, if any man havea 

« quarrel [or complaint] againſt any, even as 
<« Chriſt forgave you a. The wiſdom that 
« is from above 1s eaſy to be entreated, Full 
<'of 1 merey and good fruits *. ” 


The ninth chasch or deferiprive note of 
Charity is, that it? thinketh no evil, © 
The word here tranſlated thinketh * is 
uſed in Scripture in ſeveral ſenſes; its prin- 
cipal interpretations are four, which will each 
of them agree with What! is intended 1 in this 
place. 8 8 
Sometimes it is uſed fr attentive a 
zating, or for purpoſing. So it is ſaid, 
if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praiſe, think on theſe things. Charity 
will not thus fix the thought upon evil, 
nor allow the imagination to dwell up- 
on it with any approbation; or ſo as to 


* Fror. ix. 1. P Epheſ. i iv. 31. 4 Coloſ. iii, 13. 
r James iii. 17. * *Ov aoyigerss., * Phil. iv. 8. 
form 


Charity thinketh no evil. 39 
form any evil deſign or intention. The 
word is evidently uſed for deſign or purpoſe, 
in St. Paul's ſpeaking of his coming to the 
Corinthians t. | 

Sometimes it is tranſlated /y poſe, [or reck- 
on] in a manner that ſignifies to apprehend or 
judge of a thing . In this ſenſe Charity /up- 


| Þoſeth or apprehengeth no evil. As it hath 


no evil imaginations or deſigns in it ſelf, it 
doth not allow a ſurmiſing or ſuſpecting evil 
of others. | | 

Again: We find the word that is ren- 


dered thinketh. in our text, elſewhere tranſ- 


lated reaſoneth. As in St. Mark's Goſpel, 
« They reaſoned with themſelves *. ” And 
St. Paul ſays, When he was a child he 
ce thought as a child; [which in another 
reading is, he reaſoned as a child.] Accord- 


ing to this interpretation, Charity doth not 


reaſon out evil: Nor do's it take pleaſure in 
reaſoning upon it; but would rather it ſhould 
never be named. It is the »ngodly man that 
diggeth up evil *, 

The laſt ſenſe of the word before us, is to 
impute a thing to any one, to ſet it down to 
their charge, to number amongſt, and the 
like. Bleſſed is the man to whom the 
“ Lord will not zmpute fins. I pray Gop 
ce that it may not be laid to their charge . 


t 2 Cor. x. 2. Chap. xi. 5. Rom. viii. 18. 1 Pet. 
v. 2. Man Pra. xvi. 2. 8 
2 Cor. v. 19: and many other places. 2 2 Tim. iv. 16. 


« He 


1 


4 1 ity oy ph * 3 Wa. 

ee He was numbred with the tranſgreſſors 2. 
Thus Charity thinketh, that is, imputeth no 
evil; do's not place it to accaunt, or number 
any perſon with tranſgreſſors, where it can 
avoid doing ſo conſiſtently with the love of 
Gop, and with the diſcharge of duty to rhe 
Lord our Saviour. 
In oppoſition to this, the character of che 
wicked and uncharitable ſtands deſcribed in 
Scripture as devifing evil b; boving it more 
than good e; ſpreading the reports of it 4; and 
charging others falfly * or needlefsly and to 
their hurt f. 

Whereas of true goodneſs and love, it 90 
elared expreſsly, and diſtinctly, that it will 
hate evil 8, It ſuffereth not to backbite 20 
the tongue, nor to do evil to his neighbour, 
nor fo take up [or dee a reproath againſt 
his neighbour bl. In theſe reſpects Oharity 
thinketh no evil. 


The ten attribute of Charity i is, that it 
rejoiceth not in iniquity. | 
The word ſignifies, is not glad 15 That 
is, feels no degree of pleaſure or ſatisfaction in 
ſeeing the faults of others +. Though there 
may be an opportunity to triumph over the 
infirmities and crimes of many; yet a cha- 


Mark xv. 28. * Pſal. xxi. 11. IA. xxxii. 5. 
Pal. lii. 3. Pfal. I. 19. Jer. xx. 10. 
fal. lvi. 5. © Pfal. xcvii, 10. Pfal. xv. 3. 
® *Ou xaipes. + When a high degree 0 gladneſs is in. 
tended, we find another word added to this, yaigers na 
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any Vnguity or Calamity, © @- 
ricable man can find no joy, no heart to 
exate himſelf upon another's ſhame and fin. 

He doth not ſhew, by any outward ex- 
ions, that he hath pleaſure in iniquity of 
y kind; Nor can he ever ſalute it, or wiſh 
it to pfoſper ®, True Charity will not flat- 
ter any iniquity, however circumſtanced. It 
will not ſooth any man in an evil way, that 
he may go on in it till his iniquiry be found 
hateful; and thereby an advantage be "a 
ed againſt him. 

Tea, we are to uaderttand: this manner 

of expreſſion, [chat Charity doth not tabe ay 


e in in ] as ſignifying by a uſua 
nf of — 15 being evaly OT and 


forry for it. © I beheld the tranſgreſſors, 


« and Was gtieved, becauſe they kept nat 
© thy word i. Charity mourns in fecrer 
over the iniquiries of others, and intercedes 
for mercy. 
To proceed; Chaticy bath UE ey in che 

calamities and miſeries that come upon any. 
This would be an iniquity in itſelf; and 
conſequently, he that loves Gop and his 
neighbour as he ought to do, cannot rake 
part with thoſe, thar expreſs a ſatisfaction in 
any man's ruin. Fob diſclaims this, as a ve- 
ry corrupt and baſe turn of mind, © to re- 
« joice at the deſtruction of the very man 


" that hated him, or to lift up himſelf when 


- A the word xai £is #0 weben 1. 
, Plat cxix. 158. ; 4 EE * 5 „ 
x evil 


42 Charity rejoiceth in the Trutb. 
ce evil found him; neither (ſays he) have I ſuf- 
te fered my mouth to ſin, by wiſhing a curſe 
cc to his ſoul k. To which agrees the advice 
of Solomon, Rrivice not when thine ene- 
« my falleth, and let not thine heart be glad 
«. when he ſtumbleth, leſt the SARA: N! ir 
ce and 1 It duiptcatſh him”. Of 7 


«a +. *. as 8 Ab Vt 7 


The next property of Charity! is, that it 
rejoiceth in the Truth. | 
If we underſtand the word, Truth, as it 
| 3 oppoſed to iniguity before-mentioned, | 
then it may be explained by righteouſueſs. | 
Every act of which, in contradiction to ini- 
quity, either preventing evil, or ſuppreſſing 
it and taking it away, affords great joy and 
leaſure to a charitable mind“. There is a 
gladneſs, to ſee men dealing truly and well 
with one another, and giving to each what 
is due. Charity takes a grateful ſhare in 
every good action, and in all right behaviour 
which it beholds. 

If truth be underſtood (as it often is, where 
the word ſtands. thus emphatically, The 
Truth m,) of the Goſpel doctrine and rule; then 
the joy and ſatisfaction which Charity is here 
ſaid to have, ariſeth from the power ano 
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ben * Job 3 XXX1. 29, 30. 1 Prov. xxiv. „ 

m 2 Cor. xiii. 8. Eph. i. 12. * Veritatem pro juſtti 
—— more ſcripturæ eee &. Poteſthic intel ligi 
juſtitia ſpecialis, ut ſenſus fit, charitatem gratulari proximis 
quum videtur inter eos juſtitiam coli; id eſt, neminem 
S _ unicuique quod ſuum eſt attribui. Eſtius. 
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| _ Charity rejoiceth in the Truth. 43 
ſucceſs of the Goſpel, manifeſted in the kives 
of thoſe that are molded by it. Truth, in 
this ſenſe, gives perfect tranſport to a hearty 
Chriſtian. To ſee the Goſpel embraced by 
the conver /ion of men, and then exemplified 
in their {ves and converſations, was St. Paul's 
greateſt joy. Such is the Charity of heaven, 
to rejoice over the conver fjon' of a ſinner. 
And ſuch is the joy over a returning prodigal, 
that the whole family on earth, are called to 


feafting and mirth an. So that this cannot 


the trum. 9% 4977 29 
Let that Apoſtle who was moſt eminent 
for Love and: Charity, be conſulted, and we 
ſhall find the Truth, in both ſenſes, was the 
matter of his great joy. I rejoiced great- 
ly when the brethren came and teſtified of 
« the truth that is in thee, even as thou 
* walkeſt in the truth. I have no greater 
« joy than to hear that my children walk 
It is further to be obſerved here that the 
word rendered [rejoiceth] in this part of the 
deſeription of Charity, is different from that 
uſed in the former part of the ver/e; and 
hath much beauty in the original . Cha- 
rity: can ſhare' no joy with the oppoſers of 
the Goſpel, or with' the workers of iniquity; 


be left out of St. Paul's notion of rejoicing in 


it has no pleaſure in anyone's expoſing and 


u Luke xv. 10, 23. 3 Ep. John ver. 3, 11 


00 ee in 15 dh, eve 5 c Gig. 
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2 leſſening 


44 Chart We 6 in the. PIR 0 


leſſening himſelf by ill behaviour. - But ig 
a8 ee 5 Joys to ker ther with every 
that Walks aright. t takes 75 proper 
apportunitie ro ſhow the grateful ſympathy 
it hath with a ſincere good man, Mn ede m- 
— of his truth and i intregity * 8 


Let what J am now going to ſay be cate· 
fully minded. C arity will not. l. 5 


| 

farisfaction 1 it tales in another; nor will t 

Wi ithhold 723 encouragements, which the M : 

| :{covery of its own joy would give, to ſta 7 
| and. benefici al actions Or endeavours. j 
| thinketh no evil, ſo it will not imagine mY 2 
| another would grow proud, or yain- lorious, t 
| 0 2 kind approbation of him. For want Wi a 
| this rejoicing in and with others, many } 
; od works are laid aſide, or the very TH; . 
! | Sno of them hindered, and many ge T 
i minds are diſcouraged : and languiſh, * „When e 
0 < righteous. men do rejoice, there, is great 1 
; 4 lory r. Their flow! together with a 
N united affections, and gratulations, produceth iM a 
; many glorious ane happy events. For when Wl © 
| it goeth well with E righteous, 1 e CItY, ; 
| 2 reſoiceth; and by * W Wi ic iP t 
. « * right i it 1s exalted. a 1, f 
ET Cho. ai oi ae a 
"The following, property — FLEE. 8 

whar afra ariſeth f from mutual joy and a 

"bs this caſe, * Paul | puts both the words rogether that fi 

= are uſed here: vier . cvNxaiperi ei, Phil. ii. 18. k 


P Prov. Kn 12. oY, Prov. Xi. 10, 11. 


Charity eapereth all things. 4 
ee ations in and with rh Truth; name. 
ly, a bearing with all manner of. faults and 
errors chat are not deſtructive. of the truth. 
t in. Our tranſlation ſays beareth all 
s; but it will — Fin the original to; 

read, Charity covereth al 1 Þ, MD 8 

Thie ſenſe of the expreſſion, keeps the 
note of Charity here, diſtinct from chat af- 
rerward, endureth all things. And is by far 
the moiſt a greeable i in connexion with Cha- 
rity s one in the truth. As it hath a 
joyful voice to publiſh right and good things, 
GY is ready every where to own and congra- 
tulate them; ſo it hath a veil to throw over 
all leſſening, derogating circumſtances, and to 
hide all tolerable imperfections. This is ex- 
preſſed ſometimes by a different word +, but 
the ſenſe ſeems to be the ſame. In the book. 
of. i “ Love covereth 7 r: Thas 


oy _ has a Sr like 1 
ion, to hide and cover the blemiſhes and 
faults 52 a child, whilſt all its excellences 


and advantages are ſet off and praiſed . 
Some things that are really evil, yet if they 
are not cuſtomary and habitual, Charity will 
® nar *” From th k verb L La- 
fin 155 _ Kan, i f 9 27 2. "REY * 
iv. * 
1 3 A — ſome read the word here riprii. 
endeavour 
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endeav our to cover. Perhaps it was inad- 
vertency, meer overſight erhaps 1 it was 


2 510 covereth all 1g p 


through wrong judgment, not ſeeing there 


was any evil in what was done, and if better 


informed he will not repeat . Perhaps it 
was ſome conſtraint, or ſudden provocation; 


not an act of the will and choice, but quite 


A -» 


contrary to the ſettled intention. Perfiaps 


be is a true penitent, blaming himſelf more 
than I can blame him, and rather wants en- 


eouragements, than cenſures and rebukes. 
Perhaps, tho ſome offences are repeated, 


yet that may be owing to human frailiy, and 


not to any evil principle. Here Hhariry 


melts into compaſſion, very watchful that 
the truth and goodneſs Which are in ſuch 


an one, be not injur'd for the ſake of any 
thing chat is tolerable or pardonable. '* © 


à ye all of one mind, having compaſſion one 
&'of another, love as breeren, | be PR 


ce he courteous t. 


It is highly requiſite, in this my to add 


the caution or warning following. There 
may be grievous tranſgreſſion againſt the 


laws of love, in ſpeaking of men's faults 


even hen We ſpeak nothing but what is 
true. A readineſs to report-another's fin, 
thoug * It may be with ſome ſavings, and 
with” an air of affection to the perſon, yet 
often ariſeth from a very ill cauſe, or is ow- 
ing to ſome ill and /elf/h def gn. There a are 


t 1 Pet. ili. 8. 
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rule by whichCharity goes, in its belief o 


Charity believeth all thing. 47. 


ſo many wrong things in the 4ſt men, or 
things which others will condemn as wrong 


without enquiring into circumſtances, and 
which ill minds will ſoon make, ore than 
they really are, that Charity will rather cover, 
than ſpeak them. This care is requiſite on 
two accounts; namely, to prevent ſhaming 
or hurting our brother, and to Pes By 
EN of religion, 8 


A further note a; Chari . is, it believe 
al things... eodlicy 7} 

Some have i imagin d cha! is n e 
tion, unleſs ſuch great credulity be wholly 
applied to Gop . Io believe all things we 
receive from men, is levity, and fooliſh ſim- 
plicity, as the Scripture it ſelf teacheth. 
<« The ſimple believeth every word v. 
Therefore St. Auſtin referring to this text 
faith, © Charity it ſelf that believeth all 
F things, yet doth not believe every ſpirit, hut 


only choſe things that are according to the 


« ſpirit of Goo. No doubt this is the great 

Fen 
However, there is a faith that is bumane ; a 
faith of men, as well as a faith in Gop. And 
the applying it to men in this place, being of 
ſuch evident importance to rectify the diſor- 
ders and confuſions among the Corinthians, 
their Charity was to be ſhewn in believing one 
another, as well as in covering each other's de- 
fects and infirmities. . The 


rere Tiga, Prov. xiv. 15. 


7 


: 33 


elf or another, where there is no apparett 


| Hence ariſe oaths, imprecations, and other 


 throwoffall concern whether they are believ- 


den belie ver al things 
The ſenſe therefore is, Chariry believerh 
al things 10 fer as any $660triah can defire 
credit ſhould be given to him, eithet for his 
own or others good. Charity will believe 
that the man is what he profeſſeth to be, un: 1 
leſs there be plain proof of the con! 

will believe the things that he relates o um. 


inconſiſtency, or damage to any. It will be- 
lieve all things right and well for the preſent, 
3 appear ſo, or are ſo reported. Cha- 
ty will not look upon another as if he was 
folk, or given to hing in his main character, 
out very juſt grounds. It will not, it can. 
not treat wi one in chriſtian ſociety, as if 
15 loved either to mate or report a lie. 
Nothing throws more diſorder into ſocie- 
ties of any kind, than a ſuſpicious unbeliev- 
ing way of mens treating one another. From 
hence ariſe tumults, and long wranglings, 
before men can underſtand each other. From 


evils, purely to gain credit. From hence 
ariſeth much hurtful reſervedneſs, and a 
watching the trips and miſtakes of one ano- 
ther, the more to expoſe them. And from this 
hardneſs to believe, many ate provoked to 


ed or not, and ſo to make their advantage ol 

deceiving wherever they can. 
But this is not the way of love; for where 
there is an hearty — there is great 
readinels 


readineſs to believe a perſon, ae 

every thing in the beſt manner. Hereby, 
Converſation is rendered eaſy, and things are 
tranſacted with more pleaſure in ſociety, than 


un- alone. 
It More eſpecially, Charity believeth all 
im- chings that are ſaid to the advantage of an- 
eit other, with apparent inclination. Vea, it ds 


diſpoſed, not only to receive the reports of 
what is favourable concerning its neighbour, 
but to frengtben and promote them for a com- 

aon benefit. In ſhort, Charity believeth all 
things that are good, and fit to be credited; 


an- while things that are evil are not received, 
is till they are manifeſt and proved. There is 
No cure of * wranglings and contempt in chri- 
cie- ties, without this inclination to cre- 
jey- Nit one 9 — and to receive all good ac- 


counts of each other, both in what Gop has 
done for and by any member of the _—_—_ 


The attribute of Charity that ſtands next, 
, that it hopeth all —_ 


This, again, ſome apply wholly to Gon. 
ano- Such an extenſive hope they think ought not 
chi do be fired any where elſe; for with Gop 
A to alone, all — ate poflible. By directing 
liev- Ihe hope to Gop and his promiſes in all 


hings, no doubt but the workings of un- 
haritableneſs might be prevented or cured. 

This was taken into our explication of the 
great Y attribute of Charity, ſo far as the other 
neſs H exerciſes 


larg 


0 Charity bopeth all things. 
exerciſes of it in this place ſuppoſe or require 
it; namely, its long extent of mind to a diſtant 


good, by which the ſoul is greatned and en- 


In the attribute now before us, the hoping 


all things muſt be applied to mer, as well as 
the believing all things. But then it muſt 


be underſtood agreeably to the nature of hope. 


To hope all things, is therefore the ſame as 
if it had been faid, Charity /ooterh for all 


good from men. For hope in its own na- 
ture, is ſomething different from meer ex- 
ßectation. There may be great expectation 
in fear; but then it is the expectation of evil: 
Whereas hope hath an eye only to ſome Fu- 
ture good . To ſay therefore that Charity 
hopeth all things, is to ſay, that it looks up- 
on men, and converſeth with them, in ex- 
pectation of all that zs good in their future 
conduct and behaviour, and in the final iſſue 


of all that concerns them . 


Whether we ſee our fellow Chriſtians in 
right ways and in a right ſpirit, or ſee them 
deviating from truth and goodneſs, yet Cha- 
rity hopeth all good things. It hopeth from 
them that are good, that ſtill greater and 
better things will ariſe from their preſent 


goodneſs. And it hopeth from thoſe that 


fall into errors of mind or practice, that they 
may be recovered and ſet right. 
Where 


* Taye ia i Ce, Vid. Suicer. Theſaur. Eccleſiaſt. 
+ Hoc verbum præcipue reſpicit finem; aliquando autem 


reſpicit media que in finem ducunt. Diater. 


Charity hopeth all things. '.: 
Juire Where there are any excellent gifts in another, 
[tant the hope' of greater uſefulneſs from them 
en- will excite a charitable man to encourage 
them, and to direct them well, and as far as 
he can to improve them. A fine paſſage, 
to this purpoſe, we have in the caſe of Apol- 
los. His fervour of ſpirit, and diligence, 
and bold free way of ſpeaking, being obſerv- 
ed by Aquila and Priſcilla, © they took him 
e unto them [entertain'd him in the moſt 
friendly manner] © and expounded unto him 
the way of Gop more perfectly v. ” + 
On the contrary, where the mind and heart 
are dull, and flow to believe or to receive in- 
ſtructions; yet Charity will imitate the love 
of Chriſt to his Diſciples, in gradually and pa- 
tiently promoting their faith and knowledge. 
Where there is perver/ſeneſs and prejudice, 
Charity will expect the removal of ſuch evils, 
and will take all proper methods in order 
thereto. Yea, when there is wickedneſs and 
grievous iniquity, yet Charity will compaſ- 
fionate and pray for ſuch, not willing to de- 
ſpair, while Gop allows them ſpace and means 
7 repentance. In all this there muſt be 
hope. For there will be no inſtructing, no 
patience, no prayer, without hope. There- 
gat fore to the keeping up of theſe, Charity 
ey WW hopeth all things. It hopeth that by one 
means or other, at one time or other, good- 
re neſs will prevail. The Loxp make you 


8 Acts xvili. 25 26. 7 
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ha to- increaſe and abound in love one towar 


rendered [hopethÞin which it doubtleſs; be- 
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et another, and toward all men =.” 
-There-is another b 


longs to Charity: That is, in our future ex- 
tions from men, repoſing a proper truſt 
in them . 80 far as Gon hath appointed 
any to ſpecial offices of truſt, Charity will phon 
a becoming confidence inthem. It will ho 
in their care and fidelity to diſcharge their 


truſt. Diſorders cannot be prevented or re- 


medied in ſocieties, where there is not hope 


enough in the abilities and faithfulneſs of thoſe 


that are appointed to particular offices; to 
ſhew an affectionate and friendly: — 
on them; or where they do not, on their 
parts, ſo far confide in the benevolence and 
good will of thoſe, that have choſen them 


to ſueh places of ſervice, as to act freely and 


ſteadily in them. And there muſt be a. truſt 
exerciſed in one another, that every one will 
uſe his underſtanding, and, yield his will to 
wiſdom and goodneſs, when he has n 


fur and kindly ſer n him. 


To all this, chere 18 anocker\ property of 
Charity added; namely, it endureth ali y- 
The word here rendered endureth: TE 


alſo tranſlated farrieth, and abidethi 


1 Theſl.ili. 12. ic ſpero, mnt 


_ eſt ac confido. Steph. Theſ. Tom: 1. Col. 1198. ubi patius 


exponitur confido, vel exiſtimo, quam ſpero. Vid. Matth. 
Til. 21, John v. 45. 2 Cor. i. 7. + Nane begun. 
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| Chanity endi b oll things. £3 


Jeſus: tarried behind 7: And Silas and Timo. 


theus abode ſtill * And in many places Where 
it is: tranſlated: endure, it neceſſarily implies a 
continuance: in ſuck; a condition and: in ſueh 
circumſtances, as required and called for a 
patient enduring. So when it is faid Chriſt 
endured: the croſs, he not only ſuſtained the 
pain and ſhame which that death was attend 


ed with, but he abode under it for ſome time, 


when he could have called for legions of an- 
gels to reſcue him from it. And he endured? 
the contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelk,, 
not quitting his ſtation or deſign, on account 
of any ill uſage: he met with: * 80 likewiſe 
in the caſe of ſervants being ſubject to fro: 
ward and ill maſters, the word is twice uſed: 
« If when ye be buffeted for your faults: ye 
« ſhall endure, what glory is there in this?” 
64 But if ye do well, and ſuffer notwithſtand- 
“ing, and: yet do endure, this is acceptable 
« with Gop®.” Not to run away from ſuch 
enduring ſuffering circumſtances, but to do 
our duty in them, is a high proof of love 
and goodneſs, 8 | 
When therefore it is ſaid Charity endureth: 
all things, it implies that Charity abideth, or 
teacheth a man to abide in the place and 
ſtation where he is ſet ; ſuſtaining all things 
. that 
Luke ii. 43. * Acts xvii 14. Feb. Xii. 2, 3. 
I Pet. ii. 20. 7t is obſerved that the noun brei 
75 moſt commonly uſed fir permanency or perleverance. Ipſa 
vocis Ne Maga notare per manentiam: & quia hæc 


vox latinis auribus non placet perſeverantiam ſufficies, eam- 
que intellige in quovis actu, vel etiam habitu. Diater. 
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54 Charity endureth all things. 

that he is called to ſuffer in obedience to 
Gon, and for the ſervice of others. We 
are allowed indeed to avoid ſufferings by go- 
ing from one city to another, if we can do 
this conſiſtently with our duty to Gop, and 
the ſervice to which he appoints us: But 
Charity will not break away from the work 
and ſtation aſſigned, becauſe it is attend- 
ed with wants, reproaches, and afflictions, 
of various ſorts; conſidering that © if we 
te ſuffer with Chriſt the word there is the 
ſame as in our text, if we endure with Chriſt] 
« we ſhall alſo reign with him <.” So the 
Apoſtle faith of himſelf, what he here de- 
clares of Charity, I endure all things for 
ec the elects ſake, that they may alſo obtain 
te the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus with 
* eternal glory 4.” Charity will not fly a- 
way from an office or work to which Gon 
hath called any, whatever troubles may at- 


tend it. | . | 
Further, as this enduring muſt be with a 
firm and patient mind; ſo when it is applied 
to Charity in the full and complete notion of 
it, it ſignifies that Charity is very patient and 
calm under wrongs and injuries; very ſteady 
in bearing a good will to others, however 
they may revile or perſecute or even ſeek to 
deſtroy us. So the word is uſed in the 
epiſtle to the Romans, © patient in tribula- 
tions . Thus Chriſt endured; when 
2 Tim. ii. 12. Ibid. ver. 10. Rom. xii, 12. 
2 he 
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This explicution of Charity, &c. + 55 
| he was reviled not reviling again. Enduring 
all things in this ſenſe, is ſo undoubted a pro- 
| perty of chriſtian Charity, that ſome have 

declared, He was not good himſelf, who 
was not able to tolerate evil men -.. He 


< that endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved f. 


Now let any man carefully confider the 
account of the factions, animofities, and diſ- 
orders of the Corinthians, and he will find 
this deſcription of Charity drawn up ſo as to 
be a complete and perfect remedy. And 
from thoſe very inſtances in which they 
were moſt faulty, we are moſt happily in- 
ſtructed. From their narrow and ſhort views 
and tempers, looking to things preſent more 
than to things future and eternal, (ſome of 
them going ſo far as to ſay, that there 7s no 
reſurrection of the dead) we are taught to be 
great of mind, and to keep our views and 
tempers extended beyond preſent trials and 
uneaſineſs. From their unkind treatment of 
the poor, ſending ſome away hungry from 
their ſuppers, when the rich were drunken, 
(with other things of the like nature,) Cha- 
rity is recommended as #k:nd, and communis 
cative. 5 | © 
| From their zeal about their particular /eFs, 

and the /ch1/ms occaſion d hereby, the Apo- 
ſtle takes occaſion to record, that Charity 


| Bonus non fuit, qui malos tolerare recuſavit. Vid. 
Eſtij comment. in lor. Matth. x. 22. 


7 | doth 


| — ' This explication- of Charity 
doth Wes or it envieth not. From 
their glorying in matters of /czence, and de- 
ſpiſing the ſimplicity of che Goſpel, and con- 
teſting whole gifts ſhould —— 5 
declared, that where Charity prevails there 
no ſuch vaunting. It is eaſy, frorn the Tana 
of their vain aſpirings, their ſwellings with 
party pride, or pride of their places and at- 
tainments in knowledge, to apply what is 
faid on Charity not being prjjed up. 

From the Apoſtle's ſettling che order of 

rſons, the preference of gifts, and particu- 
Ge reproving them for the confuſion made 
by their different rongues and their great va- 
nity on that account, we learn what it is 
for Charity not to behave unſeemly, _ to 

ſeek nor to fly into paſſion. | Their 
diſp — about eating — — to 1dols, 
deſpiſing or condemning one another, and 
about their outward dreſs in the publick aſ- 
ſemblies, makes it proper to declare chat 
Charity ſurmiſeth not, reaſoneth not out, im- v 
prereth not evil. 

From their rejoicing in chings chat wert 
not good, yea in ſome things that were ſhame- 
fully evil; (their fornications and notorious 
breaches of the rules of chaſtity; their liti- 
gious ſuits at law, and bearing down one an- 
other ;) we may apply what is ſaid of Cha- 
rity not reſoicing in miguity, Their being 
tranſported with things that were more for 


ſhew and oftentation, than real ule; ; and with 
their 


— 


tel 70 15 ves of Corin ch. | 97 


their advantages gained over this or the other 
de- party, more than in the ſucceſs of the Goſ- 
_ Lit ſelf, teach us s What it is to * in 
e che truth. 
n Their expging one ohr 8 faults, 5 
wes iſgracing one another's perſons, give juſt oc- 


caſion to ſay, that Charity on the contrary 
would cover all things. Their ill opinion, or. 
evil ſuſpicions of each other, and the little 
credit that they had one with another, and 
[their little expectation from one another, 
ade it highly proper to fay, that Charity 
beheveth all things, and hopeth all things: 
And then in the midſt of ſuch troubles oc- 
caſioned by themſelves, and the reproaches 
caſt upon Chriſtianity by its enemies, and 
the perſecutions they were expoſed to,” it 


tols WW might well be added that Charity endureth 
and // hinge; 

C aſ⸗ b 
chat Laſtly, There is one note more; viz. that 


where the foregoing properties of Charity 
are found, it cannot Fail or periſh. Charity 


vere never faileth. It do's not become fruztlefs, 
me- Mit is not fruſtrated or diſappointed, as ſome 
ous underſtand the word here uſed *. 

liti- Charity's not failing, is oppoſed to the 


levacuating of propheſies, when all their 
meaning ſhall be fully drawn out; and to 


10s the cea/ing of tongues, when both thoughts 
5 and their objects ſhall be _— and openly 
VIC * *ExTi71u6, 


I manifeſt; 
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% Charity mur foilath | 
manifeſt; and to {rence vaniſhing away, 
when all — ſhadows of reaſoning 
ſhall be ſwallowed up in that light and know- 
ledge which ſhall come more immediately 
from Gop. Therefore to ſay Charity faileth 
not, is to intend and mean, that Charity can 
never be exhauſted, never uſeleſs, never de- 
ſtroy'd. SHY 19 8 
2 It do's prom. out, or e life: And 
if it can bear ainſt continual oppoſi- 
tions and dificulics here, it ſhall _ 
for ever. The exerciſes of it in the preſent 
world, are very different from what they 
wall be in the next, where ſins, and wants, 
and miſeries cannot come: But the grace 
it ſelf will be increaſed, and perfected in 
heaven. 8 oy 
I«loſe this account, with the concluding 
verſe of this chapter; now abideth faith, hope, 
charity, theſe three [when the other three 
things fail, viz. prophecy, tongues, and ſci- 
ence ;] but the greareſt of theſe is charity. 


SECTION 


1 


| 1 
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O, Mercy or Charity with reſpett 


to fins, 

TX render the foregoing general deſcrip= 

tion of Charity . uſeful, wh 
muſt apply the properties of it to the various 
circumſtances and trials of life. Conſidering 
our ſelves as in a world of diforder and /n, 
we ſhould endeavour to act with that great- 
neſs and goodneſs of mind that ſhall always 
make the beſt of things, and endeavour to 


| remedy what is amiſs. And becauſe there 


are —_ Or great differences abour religion 
ix elf, the beſt thing in this world, we muſt 
be ſure to carry every attribute of Charity 


into our profeſſion and practice of it. The 
wants and afflictions that diſtreſs any of thoſe 


about us, will alſo call for a continual exer- 
ciſe of Charity in all its kind and benevo- 
lene diſpoſitions. And with all the great 
uncharitableneſs and enmity that we meer 
with from others, will require our ſtudying 


the perfection of this grace. Of theſe in 
their order. | 


It is a great part of Charity, to car- 
ry it well with reference to the ins and of- 


8 fencerthar are in the world, Charity ſhall 


[or will} © cover a multitude of fins 8s. ” 
| A 
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This covering a multitude of ſins may be 
conſidered, either with reference to the ſins 
of other men, or the hiding, and taking away 
the ſcandal and puniſhment due to a man's 
own fins. Charity with reference to the fins 
and faults of others, will make us careful to 
avoid their fins our ſelves ;. and will alſo co- 
ver many ſins that we are guilty of, by en- 
gaging the mercy both of Gop and man to- 
wards us. | 

The conduct effects of Charity as to 
other mens fins, are now to be. explained. 
And as our Saviour hath laid a mighty ſtreſs 
upon this, and many directions are given 
us in ſcripture with reference to it, and the 
preſent ſtate of the world calling us daily 
to the practice of it, we may well fill up this 
ſection in a ſerious conſideration of this 1 im- 
* branch of Charity. 


3. It is a part of love and mercy to pre- 

vent ſins breaking out, as far as we are able. 
If we ſee our neighbour or brother in any 
circumſtances of temptation and danger that 
are like to prove too hard for him, a true 
affection will put us upon doing all that 
we can, in a Riedl and chriſtian way, to 
remove ſuch ſnares. ©. As Chriſt himſelf 
ce was tempted that he might be able to ſuc- 
Cour them that are tempted b. So when 
we ſee others under the power of any ſoli- 

n 

citations 


* 


to prevent /n. 61 
citations, or Win examples, or i the 
biaſs of any corrupt affections or paſſions, 
which have proved grie vous to our ſelves, 
Charity will teach us to do all we can to 
break the ſnare, and prevent their ſinning. 
Our Saviour warning Peter of his dreadful 
fall, and telling him withal, © that he pray- 
« ed for him that his faith might not fail; 
immediately directs him to make a chm 
ble uſe of it, for the aſſiſtance and help of 
others: © When thou art converted, ſtrength- 
<« en thy brethren . | 
Reuben did what he could to prevent the 
fin of his brethren in the caſe of Joſepb; 
x: ſpake I not unto you, ſaying, Do not ſin 
| © againſt the child *? ” Where any one ſees 
another falling into iniquity, and will not 
interpoſe, when he might reaſonably hope 
to prevent the progreſs of evil, he is counted 
a hater of his brother. He is in a temper 
quite contrary to that of Charity. Thou 
« ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: 
« thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neigh- 
“ bour, and not- ſuffer ſin upon him l. 
Could you bear to ſee a perſon you truly 
loved, go into company that would deſtroy 
| him ? Or taking a road where he was like to 
fall into the hands of thieves that would ſtrip 
and abuſe him? Or going into a peſt-bouſe and 
place of infection? Would you not do your 
utmoſt to perſuade; and carry him another 
Luke xxii. 32. E Gen, xlii. 22. Levit. xix. 17. 
| | way? 


. | 
06 ' Chandy will make kind | 
way? In like manner, chriſtian Charity 
will put you upon doing all you can to reſcue 
from ſinful company, and from all the in 
ſection of vice and corruption, and from the 
plunders and havock to which fin expoſeth 
thoſe that are within the reach of your 
charitable perſuaſions. Exhort one ano- 
* ther daily, while it is called to day, leſt 
© any of you be hardened through the de- 

ct ceitfulneſs of fin n. 

What a multitude of iniquities may be 
covered and kept under, by this exerciſe of 
Charity? The contrary temper may do 
much- hurt. Jealouſy, pride, Paſſion, re- 
proach and irritating _ one's ſpirit, may 
provoke to fin, inſtead o render it. But 
Charity will turn the very heart and ſoul of 
one who is only a beginner in evil, and win 
him over to wiſer and better ſentiments. 


\ 


2. If men are drawn into fin through i w- 
rance or frailty; (and contrary to their wills, | 


and by the violence of temptation;) then it 
is the part of Charity to compaſſionate them, 
and make the moſt merciful aþolJopresfor them. 

Jeſus Chriſt expreſt a Charity, moſt aſto- 
| to thoſe that were committing one 
of the worſt ſins that ever was eommitted 
upon earth, even ſhedding his own moſt 
precious blood. And he makes the moſt 
merciful apology for it; Father, forgive 


"Mn Heb. i ili. 13. br h 
« them; 
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apulggies for faults. o 
« them; for they know not what they do a. 
In like manner the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the 
Jeus; © Through ignorance _ did it, as as 
2 gid alſo your rulers . | 
Where any fin is owing to a common and 
univerſal vity of ee nature, the 
apology is ſufficient only to = every man 
upon a humble imparrial refleting on what 
he knows of himſelf. © He that is without 
« fin, let him caſt the firſt ſtone r. 
And as to Charity towards them that are 
carried into any evil unawares, and contra 
to their known practice and reſolutions, that 
one place is inſtead of a thouſand, If a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
ee ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit 
& of meekneſs 4. This may belong alſo 
to the next part of Charity with reference to 
the ſins of men; namely, 


EXE) 


QD 
— 
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3. When duty or ſpecial occaſions oblige 
us to convict others of ſin, Charity will then 
give the beft counſel it can, and take all pro- 
18 _ mend the offender. 

ur Saviour ſpake a parable on purpoſe 
to ſhew the = et there 4 55 
be for recovering one loſt or ſtraying ſoul: And 
tells us, that the Son of man is come to ſave 
60 chat which was loſt; and adds, that it is 
not the will of your Father who is in hea- 
» Luke xxiii. 34 2 Adds iii. 7. ? John viii. 7. 


2 Gal, vi. 1 
« yen, 


64 Chit will iu 
te yen, a the leaſt ſoul ſhould periſh *, ” 


Upon which occaſion he gives qirection 
how to act in our counſelling and ſeeking 


to recover a treſpaſſing brother. If thy 


© brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and 
ce tell him his fault between thee and him 


alone. Let thy firſt care be to adviſe 


and amend him, not to reproach and expoſo 
him: If he ſhall hear thee thou haſt gain- 


« ed thy brother; but if he will not hear 
« thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
<« that in the mouth of two or three wit- 
te neſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed 5. * 

True Love and Charity will not give up 


a treſpaſſer upon a ſingle application to 


him, but will try what may be done by cal- 
ling in the aſſiſtance of 70 or three friends 
more. And if he ſhall negle& to hear 
© them, tell it to the church. After pri- 
vate affection and Charity hath done all it can 
to reclaim an offender, try what all the me- 
thods of Piety and Charity i in chriſtian com- 
munions and ſocieties may be able to do, 
before any ſoul is given up as incorrigible. 
<« Bur if he neglect to hear the church, let 
« him be unto thee as an heathen man and 
a publican *. ” Let him not be burnt, or 


murdered, or impriſoned, and deprived of 


all he hath ; but ſtill let him enjoy all that 
a heathen man or a publican, as a member 
of ſociety, hath a right 1 unto. Let there be a 


Matth. xviii. 11, 14. * Ibid. ver. TH 16, t Ibid. 17. 
5 general 


1 


dates 45 aniſ. 


ann to. the worſt of offender 
== to the final judgment of 58 
content — ſelves i in wichdrawing. that 
2 affection, and care, which as Chri- 
1s you owe to one another; and be pa- 
rate from all ſuch in your converſation and 
the intimacies of life, as you would from, a 
qꝓublican or a heathen, 3 

This whole proceſs being founded uf on 
the 8on of man's coming to © fave. that 
* which was loſt, and being plainly cal- 
culated for che falyation, not the miſery. or 
ruin of men, ought to be thus inter 1. 
as a proceſs of Charity, and ſhould 
carried to proſecutions in a way of power, 
ſeverity and cruelty. © If any do err from 
the truth, and one convert him; let him 
et know that he, which converteth a ſinner 
« from the error of his way, ſhall ſave a 


b ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a multi- 


«rude of ſins . 
0 4. Charity will bear a great W wy 


ha endure a great deal from the fins and 


frailties of others, before 1 it will account the 
caſe deſperate. 
So in the forequoted deſcription of Cha- 
„St. Paul ſays, that it beareth lor co- 
— « all — believeth all things; 
« hopeth all things; endureth all things w. 
True love will not only make the ſpirit 


Jam. v. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 4, 7. 
HD 2 kind 


3 4 


6 Charity will bar nb. 


kind, and inclinable to do good; but pa- 
tient in bearing with things that are diſagree- 
able and contrary to it. It will make one 
cover the faults of others, and bear with 
their miſtakes, and ſins, as patiently and ten- 
derly as we do with our own, It will in- 
cline us ſtill to believe and hope the beſt, as 


far as there is any ground for it; and to go 


on enduring, as long as there is any proſpec 
of things being better. But this Chatity 
ſhould not, from theſe characters of it, be 
counted fooliſh, as if it did not ſee faults; for 
then, where would the covering and enduring 
| be:? Nor is it fd, ſo as not to be grieved 
for them, and to try the amendment of 
them; for if ſo, where would its kindneſ, 
and its hoping all things be? Nor is it to be 
Tuppoſed that the acts and exerciſes of Cha- 
rity are to continue where they are wilfully 
abuſed, and perpetually diſappointed; for 
this would be contrary to the directions giv- 
en under the foregoing particular. Bur yet 
the temper of Charity, benevolence and good 
will, ought invincibly to be preſerved. 


The matter being thus explained, we are 


to ſet this amongſt the never failing rules of 
Charity; namely, put on (as the elect of 
< Gop, holy and beloved) bowels of mercy, 
* kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, 
<« long-ſuffering : Forbearing one another, 
* and forgiving one another *,” This is 
. | * ColofL iii. 12, 13. | | 
the 


ee 


Ir will forgive many Faults. 67. 
the way to overcome the ſins of men; and 
to gain upon them in the moſt effectual man- 
ner, to diſguſt and forſake their tranſgreſſions. 
2 having mentioned forgiveneſs in the 
laſt text of ſcripture, That may be further 
conſidered by it felt. 


42 Charity will forgive many and great 
Nees 54,4, 

In caſe of perſonal i injuries it is expreſsly | 
required, « That if any man have a quarrel 
« againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, fo 
« alſo do ye 7. ” And our bleſſed Lord car- 
ries this matter fo far, as to order, that “ if 
et thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 

« remembereſt that thy brother hath ought 
« againſt thee, thou muſt leave thy gift be- 
« fore the altar, and firſt go and be recon- 
« ciled to thy brother, then come and offer 
« thy gift =.” This forgiveneſs as a fruit 
of Charity, is ſo ſtrongly inforced, that no- 
thing can bind it more upon Chriſtians, than 
theſe words of our Saviour do: If ye for- 
< * give not men their treſpaſſes, neither will 

your Father forgive your treſpaſſes *. * 
He that hath not the ſpirit of love in this 
inſtance, of forgiving others, ſhall not him- 


ſelf find forgiveneſs with Gop. 


But you will obſerve, that this exerciſe of 


Charity comes after all attempts to recover 


2 perſon from his fins and offences. It is 


J Coloſſ. iii. 13. 2 n v. 23, 24. Matth. vi. 15. 


2 | not 
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68' Charity will forgive | 
not kindneſs, it is not chriſtian Chatity, +6 
forgive faults committed againſt us, without 


firf endeavouritig to make the offender ſen. 


ſible and penitent. If thy brother treſpaſs 
e againſt thee, rebuke him; and if he re- 
« pent, forgive him; and if he treſpaſs 


< againſt thee ſeven times in a day, and ſe- 
.* ven times in a day turn again to thee, ſay- 


«Ting I repent, thou ſhalt forgive him b. 
The repetition of acts of forgiveneſs is car- 
ried yet further in that place-whete, Peter is 


ſaid to come and ask our Lord, c How oft 


« {Hall my brother fin againſt me and! for- 


c give him? till ſeven times? Jeſus faith 


< tnto him, I ſay not unto thee till ſeven 
times, but until ſeventy times ſeven e. 
And then follows one of the moſt moving 


2 111 7 0 „ 2 * 3 2 14 1 
parables that could be contrived, to promote 


this forgiving ſpirit. The ſcope of which 


is to ſhew, that the moſt we are capable of 


forgiving to one another, compared with the 
forgiveneſs of thoſe many and great offences 
we expect from Gop, is but like the forgiv- 
ing a debt of a fe pence, compared with a 
debt of a thouſand talents. And if God's 
readineſs to forgive us our frequently repeat 


ed, and our greateſt ſins, will not move us 


to compaſſionate the ſmaller and fewer tranſ⸗ 
greſſions of a fellow ſervant, tis juſt we 
ſhould fall into the rormentor's hands, till we 


pay all that is due to the great Lord and 


5 > CITY 3 4 Matth. xviii. 21, 22. : 
= 1 Proprietor 
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Proprieror' both et us d our lor r- 
4. »} ee ef el 10 
Upon thisdfodaded thargrheral qui fad 
Chriſtians forgiving, one another, which muſk 
ever be ſet amonꝑſt the principal directions 
for Charity namely, « beiye kind one to 
«. anothery tender hearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Chriſt's fake 5 25 


7 "A _—— a 


6. Charity will finport and comfort. thoſe 
= fall into OP, hams: = 
for their ſins. 

He that Was ordered. 0 be caſt. out of 
the church at Corinth, for inceſt with his 
father's wife f, falling afterwards into a grie- 
vouſly afflicted and 3 condition, the 
Abele writes to the Corinthians, © rather to 

orgive him and comfurt him, leſt perhaps 
« he ſhould be ſwallowed up with over- 
« much ſorrow 8.” Where ſhame and ſor- 
row do not only make a man quit his fin, 
but make him afterward deſpondent and 
v/clefs, and threatens the utter breaking and 
deſtruction of his ſpirit; there Charity will 
pour in all its healing balms, and will cor» 
dial che heart with the beſt views it can give 
of the love of Gop and Chriſt, and will ſhew 
all the compaſſions of a Chriſtian to ſuch 
as are truly penitent and contrite. See 2 Cor, 
14 Comfort chem that are in any trou- 
„ „ 
6 Matth. xviii. from ver. 25. to the end. 
8 — ir. 3a. 1 Cet. v. 1. Cor. i ü. 7. 


That Gr of 1 how 54 1'Chiaricy 1 _ 
. which Chriſt was anointed, is in ſome mea- 
fure imparted to all true Chriſtians, ce to bind 
* up the broken-hearted, and to declare the 
te opening of the priſon to them that are 
« bound . Therefore the apoſtolical di- 
— * comfort the — ſup- 

« port the weak, be PR toward al 


_« men i. 


( 
1 
. Charity will avoid all needleſs talk of 
any rſons faults and miſcarriages. _ c 

It is moſt oppoſite to that remper which 
covereth a multitude of fins, to go about 
publiſhing and magnifying of them.  - 

When To/eph, the ſuppoſed father of 
Chriſt, thought the Virgin he had eſpouſed | 
an ill woman, becauſe ſhe was found with 
child before they came together; yet it is 
ſaid, © he was not willing to make her a pub- 
« lick example k. 

A man of a juſt and charicable ſpirit, 
will never make any crimes more publick: 
than is neceſſary to free himſelf from ſhar- 
Ing in the guilt of them, or from being in- 
jured by them. He that uttereth ſlander | 
< is a fool !: And © he that ſpeaketh evil 
6 of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
te ſpeaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the 
2 lav wy  Hecaule the law e forbids 
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the ſpeaking of, and publiſhing, ill ſtories: 
e Thou ſhalt not go up and down as a tale- 
te bearer amongſt thy people n. 0 
Juſtice and equity would ſuppreſs a great 
many reproaches and back-bitings, as was 
ſhewn under that head; but the law of kind- 
neſs will do much more. And certainly that 
ought to be looked upon as a part of the 
character of every true Chriſtian, which So- 
lomomn makes the character of every virtuous 
and right ſpirited woman; ©. She openeth 
« her mouth with wiſdom, [not with raſh- 
neſs, and clamour] © and in her tongue is YG 
« the law of kindneſs ©. The lips of the 

| © righteous know what is acceptable; but 
« the mouth of the wicked ſpeaketh fro- 


« yardneſs v. 


8. Charity will therefore diſlike to hear 
the ſins and faults of men needleſsly publiſb- 
eb others, as well as avoid every ſlander 
rit, and ill report it ſelf. 1 
ck, Thus David reſolves, not only that a fro- 
ar- ward heart ſhould depart from him; but he 
in- immediately adds, he would not know, or 
der be intimate with any perſon of ſuch a make. 
vil © Whoſo privily ſlandereth his ' neighbour, 
er, him will I cut off: Him that hath an 
he high look and a proud heart, will I not 
ids « ſuffer 4. 7 


19. * Levit. zix. 16. Prov. xxxi. 26. P Ibid, x. 32. 
2 Plal, ci. 4, 5. | | | 
the 2 Solomon 
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Salmon adviſes not to mind the words of 
thioſe chat utter things an perverſe: humours, 


though they :ſhould be carried to cu wi, 
conſidering” that wwe in ſume ſuch. diſorders 
of mind and temper may probably have car- 


ried it in a like manner to ſome others, 
* Take no heed unto all words that are 
40 ſpoken, left:thou hear thy fervant curſe 
« thee. For oftentimes alſo. thine heart 
* knoweth, that thy ſelf likewiſe haſt curſ- 
< ed others r. Chriſtianity directs us to 

diſcountenance, as perſons that have caſt off 
their „t faith, © ſuch as learn to be idle, 
< wandering about from houſe to houſe; 


and not only idle, but tattlers allo and 


« buſy-bodies, ſpeaking _ nord wy 
25 ought not. 


9. Charity: will ever be maid: not to 
make one man's ſins, an ofen of beſpdt- 
ter otblerr. 
A vile and moſt ph binde 
This; yet ſhamefully in uſe, and even glo- 


ried in among us. Becauſe this and the other 


man or woman, that makes a great ſhew 


of religion, may be found guilty of ſome 


baſe crimes, therefore every body that makes 
a like profeſſion muſt be evil ſpoken of. Or 


| becauſe ſome men in this and the other kind 


of publick ſtations, are ſeekers of themſelves, 
and mercenary, and corrupt, therefore every 


7 Ecclef. vii. 21. 222 1 Tim. v. 13. 
| one 
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"Fd Mans Nea, abort * 1 : 
one who is in ſuch A ſtation, and imploye 
in ſuch a ſervice, is repreſented a8 acting 
wich che ſame + ea and ſinful views. 
Where 1 1s that Charity that Ape al things, 
ence would be ready to ſay, 
though many. are ſo bad, yer we hope all 
are not ſo? Where is that Charity that will 
believe and think the beſt of all others con- 
cerning whom we know no evil, however 
we condemn thoſe whoſe fins are manifef 
and proved to us? It is not only againſt 
Charity, but againſt common ſenſe and com- 
mon humanity, to deſpiſe one magiſtrate, 
or miniſter, or ſerious Chriſtian, becauſe an- 


other that you might once think as well of, 
has proved quite contrary to your expecta- 


tions. There can be nothing of that Oha- 


Tity, that hides and covers a multitude af 


ſins, where men pleaſe themſelves in carry- 
ing things beyond truth, and fact. Where 
they ſtab the reputations of faithful and di- 
ligent, kind and generous ſouls, for the 


.crimes and corruptions of falſe idle and 


worldly-minded men. 
Charity tbinketh no evil where it ſees none, 


and can prove none. Yea though ſome. chings 
may have an appearance of evil, Charity 
will not paſs ſentence without a careful con- 
ſidering and enquiring into them. © Judge 
| © not according to the it but judge 


* righteous judgment *, ” 
3 John vii. 24. os 
Laſtly, 


3 


1 
1 
. 
| 
d 


Fd 


* ed". Forgive thy people that have ſinned 


thoſe that were under many ſad marks of in- 
fidelity, ignorant of Gop's righteouſneſs, and 
. ſetting themſelves againſt the Goſpel, yet 
were prayed for by that great Apoſtle. © My 
* heart's defire and prayer to Gop for I/ 


for mercy to all ſorts of ſinners, and for par- 
don of all kind of ſins, unleſs it be in loch 
a caſe as that mentioned by St. John when 
he ſays, © There is a ſin unto death; I do 
e not ſay that ye ſhall pray for it =.” And 
there ſeems alſo to be a limitation in the 
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54 © © Charity will pray for lle 


* 


Laſtly, Charity will pray for the pardon 
of all ſin, and E PE and Avg 
the ſouls of /rmers. 3 5 
Confeſs your faults one to another, and 
* pray one for another that ye may be heal. 


c againſt thee, and all their tranſgreſſions 
ce wherein they have tranſgreſſed againſt 
„ thee v. St. Paul tells his Corinthians, 
< now I pray to God that ye do no evil *. 

And when he was deſerted through un- 
fairhfulneſs or unkindneſs, he prays to 
4 Gop, that ſuch as forſook him might not 
< have it laid to their charge 7. Yea 


« rael is, that they may be ſaved a. 
Charity knows no reſtraint, in praying 


words immediately foregoing ; © If any man 
ce ſee his brother ſin a fin which is not unto 


Me. So 4 94 &cGG oc :w  w i. .z co i zrv cc t%c 


Jam. v. 16. v 1 Kings viii. „„ Cor. xiii 7. 
2 Tim. iv. 16. E Rom. x. 1. 1 John v. 16 
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| comverfim and pardin'of Sime. 55 
„„ death, he ſhall ask, and he ſhall give him 
don « life for them that fin not unto death. * - 
ing To underſtand this place aright, may be 
of ſome importance; becauſe, in it ſelf, it 


ſeems ſo difficult to determine when a perſon 
cal- fins unto death, and when not; and alſo be- 
ned BY cauſe ſome very hard and uncharitable ſenſes 
one have been put upon it. In the verſes fore- 
inſt going the Apoſtle had ſpoken with great aſ- 
an, ſurance of the ſucceſs of prayer. This is 
*. & the confidence that we have in him, that 
um BY © if we ask any thing according to his will 
to g he heareth us b. And then, from this 
not aſſurance of Gop's hearing prayer in gene- 
Yea ral, he argues that there may be a propor- 
ur tionable hope of ſucceſs in particular and 
and ſpecial petitions which are offered, when they 
yo ſuic with the will of Gop.—If we know 
My BY that he hears us whatever we ask in the ge- 
1 neral, we know that we have the petitions, 
: more ſpecially and particularly defired of 
ing him, provided they are formed aright, and 
ar- we qualified as the great Hearer of prayer re- 
ch BY quires. Inſomuch that a prayer put up for 
nen a particular perſon, and in a particular time 
do of ſin and danger, may be heard ſpecially on 
nd his account; as well as thoſe prayers which 
the Bi are offered by general Charity, in which he 


aan may ſhare together with all that are in like 
nc By circumſtances. oli . 
Upon this, the particular caſe of praying 


i. 7. 
16. | 1 John v 14 | 
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76 Charity will pray for the 
for amian life is brought in as an inſtante; 
which the Apoſtle tells us may be determin- 
ed after this manner. That if any man ſee 
<« his brother fin a ſin which is not unto 
« death; that is, if he hath offended ſo asg 
to fall into ſome great affliction and danger, 
but not ſo as to be condemned to death by 
any juſt ſentence of the. magiſtrate, nor by 
an expreſs threatning and appointment of 
the law of Gop, let a believing fer vent pray- 
er be offered unto Gop to take away the pu- 
niſnment of fin, that it may not prove mor- 
tal, and © Gop ſhall give him life for them 
<« that fin not unto death.” Thar is, for 
them that do not perſiſt in fin, or finiſb it in 
that ſenſe that brings forth death ©. But 
there is a ſin by which life is forfeited to 
publick juſtice, and in which men may be 
ſo hardened againſt all the means of repen- 
tance, and become deſpiſers of the preſent 
patience and goodneſs of Gop in Chriſt; 
« I do not ſay that ye ſhall pray for it. 
A figurative way of ſpeaking, by which 
more 1s intended than is expreſſed; namely, 
that there is no manner of encouragement 
to pray for life in ſuch cafes, nor any hope 
of ſucceſs. its FF 
This place doth not therefore directly and di 


immediately ſpeak concerning the eternal Ml cc 
ate of men, but concerning particular pray- lo 
er for the reſtoration of this temporal! life. tl 

_© Jam. i. 18. x 1 


. And 


And even in caſes Wh 


don of Sinners. 7 
where — U ts e to be 

ayed or hoped for, yet Charity will pray 
2 Oy 9 in another world; and 
will commit them to Gop, as knowing that 
his mercy can do wonders for ſouls, even in 
the laſt moments. St. John, who was fo 
eminent a preacher of love, could never 
deſign to hinder the exerciſe of Charity, in 
the laſt and greateſt proofs of it, that one 
ſoul can give another. Charity will pray 
for dying, as well as for living ſinners. 
Thus I have ſer before you the ſeveral 
branches of Charity which relate to fins. * 


q + o 
4 * < 4 HOY $ 
* 2 $ a 
A bo 8 N * : 1 N 
= 8 by | 
3 " 3 9 * 
. * , 
. 8 1 a x * # 5 8. -/ A 


. e 2 r rr b.. RO PATIL AP ATA . K . 


ele 
Of Mercy or Charity with reſpect to 


differences in Religion. 


WE are as expreſsly taught, by the word 
of Gop, to exerciſe Charity in matters 
of religion, as in caſes of frailty and weak- 
neſs in common life. Differences in religi- 


on call for this grace, as much as any other 


differences amongſt men, and on ſome ac- 
counts more; becauſe the: want of kind al- 
lowances here, makes men more violent in 
their conceits and oppoſitions to one another. 
The preſent ſtate of the chriſtian world re- 
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R Juires a very careful dilffent ſtudy and prac: 
+ Y rice of this branch of Charity. It may be 
explained from Scripture rules in the parti- 


other, that one might be as an eye or ſenſe, 


| © Exod. xxxv. 31, &c. with Chap. xxxvi. b 


egin. 


another 


eulars following. | . 

1. Charity in matters of religion will al- 

low for the different capacities and abilities of 

men. I OE 55 
This was provided for in the Fews reli- 
| gion. Since Gop was pleaſed to communi- Wh 
li Cate one meaſure of wikdows, or one kind and 
|| degree of knowledge to one perſon, when 
{| he gave a lower degree, or different kind 
| of wiſdom and knowledge to another, it 

was ordered fo that they might learn to eſteem 

and honour each other, as receiving their 
| different endowments from Gop for the 
! common good. Thus we read of Goos 
| putting it in the hearts of ſome to deviſe cu- il © 
| rious works, filling them with the Spirit of . 
i wiſdom underſtanding and knowledge, in al. 
i manner of workmanſhip. Others had capa- Ml . 
| cities only to execute particular parts of the il. 
plans or devices laid before them. But they 
| were each of them taught to own the gifts 
1 of Gop to the other; and to unite their : 
| ſeveral abilities in the ſervice of religion d. : 
| Chriſtianity makes the like provifion for 
\ men's allowing theſe differences of genius. 
| And alſo for thoſe peculiar qualities in each 
| 
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e different Capacities.” | 79 
another as a limb or member, and that either 
more or leſs honourable, in the fame body: 
But no one of theſe was to: boaſt it ſelf. a- 
gainſt another, as if it ſtood in no need of it; 
nor to deſpiſe it, becauſe of the different pur- 
poſes it was made to ſerve. For the bo- 
« dy is not one member, but many. This 
is expreſsly applied to political bodies, as 
well as to the body natural; and to rehgious 
ſecteties, as well as to other ſocieties of men. 
Yea in a more eſpecial manner 'it belongs 
to the members of Chriſt's church, as they 
are animated like one body by one com- 
mon ſoul and ſpirit, and ſo made ſpiri- 
tually the body of Chriſt : © For by one ſpi- 
cc rit we are all baptized into one body, whe- 
« ther we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 
* be bond or free.” And in the conſtitution 


of this body, as well as of our natural bodies, 


«* Go hath ſer the members every one of 
« them in the body as ir hath pleaſed him: 
« And the eye cannot ſay unto the hand, I 


have no need of thee; nor again the head to 


<« the feet, I have no need of you; nay much 
e more thoſe members of the body which 
* ſeem to be more feeble are neceſſary; and 
<*. thoſe that we think to be leſs honourable, 
have yet an abundant honour beſtowed up- 
on them. Gop hath ſo tempered the body 
ce together, that the members ſhould have 
* the ſame care one of another. And whe- 
Ts F773 Coon 3457 +5 ii 2 1 
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* 4 0 member ſuffer, all the member; 
« ſuffer with it: Or one member be honour. 
16. * all the members rejoice with it. Thy 

©. ye are the body of Chriſt, is member; 
« im particular r. 

Whoever carefully oats: to this one 
Place of Seripture, will find ſuch a compa- 
eee a natural 10550 and body 
oorporate, it a civil or religious ſociety 
chat the different capacities, and 3 
anch uſes of each member of the ene 
to be as much conſidered and allowed for, as 
he different qualities and powers and parts 
ef che body natural. And the moſt curious 

part of che body, cannot but value and * 
| Fan with the meaneſt. 

Hence it is that our Saviour hath given 
gt as a ſtanding rule for the conduct of all 
is diſciples, © Take heed that ye deſpiſe 
< not one of heſe little ones. Whoſoever 

< hall humble himſelf as a little child, the 
* fame is great in the kingdom of Heaven, 
e And uvthoſo ſhall receive one ſuch little 
child in my name, (he adde) recewethmes, n 


2. Charity will allow for different educa- 
tions, as well as for different natural powers 
and capacities. | 

Some things may be ſo deeply planted and 
er by education, that though the faith 
of Gop, and embracing the religion taught 

* 1 Cor, xii. 13, 18, 21,27. 8 Matth. xviii. 4, 5, 10 


* 


end 


n 
2 


ths | . eee e | may govern tho 
by. of a man's life, and have the principal 
forming of his ſpirit and temper, yet there 
will be a OGG lome education-bobits or 


principles, ns 
A notable. inſtance af this, we 1 344 


caſe of Naaman the Syrian; who ſolemnly 
thus engaged himſelf from the time of his 
being cured of his /epro/ſy ; Thy Kae 
60 henceforth will o at AM burnt-offer- 
ec ing nor ſacrifice unto — gods, but unto 
& Jehovah,” Yet he adds to this engage- 
ment one proviſo; . In this thing the Lord 
1 thy ſervant, that when my maſter 
goeth into the houſe of Rimman to wor- 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, 

I bow my ſelf in the houſe of Rim- 

« n: When I bow my ſelf in the houſe 


* of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy ſervant 


in chis thing. And the Prophet ſaid, 
t Go in peace . 

St. Paul repreſents Chriſtiani as making 
very great allowances for the wo rent educa- 


tion of Fews and Gentiles, He would have 


Timothy, as a Few, to be circumciſed i, But 
he would by no means have the Gentile 


Chriſtians to come under this yoke, © I 


« Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circum- 
<< ciſed, Chriſt ſhall fin you nothing. 
For chis is to make yourſelves Jews, by com- 


2 v. 17, 18. J Ags 2 xvi. 3. 4 Gal. v. 2, 3. 
5 M | plying 
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neſs for men according to tht ſettled courſe 


hinder the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, by oppo- 


might gain the Jews; to them that are un. 
ct der the law, as under the law, that I might 


te them that are without the law, [or divine 
revelation, I went upon principles of reaſon 
and natural conſcience] “ as without any poſi. 
e tive law from Gop, that I might gait 
e thoſe who are without law.” Though 
at the ſame time I neither liv'd nor preach'l} 
as without a revealed law my ſelf, © but 
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this charitable practice, he grounds that ge- 


the Jeus, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
'« church of God . | 


— 
* 


our day, conſiſts, in allowing for the different 
_ uſe of men's underſtandings, and different 


: 9 


82 It "plows for different Education. 
plying with a cuſtom that makes you debtors 
to the whole Law. The Apoſtle tells us, that 
in his own. practice, he had ſuch a tender. 


of their education, that he rather choſe to 
fall in with them as far as he could with 
ſafety and integrity as a Chriſtian, than to 
fing ſettled rules and cuſtoms in religion 
* To the Fews I became as a Few, that] 


« gain them that are under the law: To 


ce under the law to Chriſt l. And upon 


„ ͤ ͤ v ns. n a. 3 eee ee EE RENO 


neral rule, Give none offence, neither to 


The practice of this branch of Charity in 


impreſſions on their memories fixing things 
in their minds; and for the different cuſtoms 


. sn 


I Cor. ix. 20, 21, 21 Cor. x. 32. 


Which 


I 
«* 


I allows for different Education. 83 
which perſons have been uſed to from their. 
infancy. Not placing the chriſtian. reli- 
gion, in bringing all men to one parti- 
cular way; but in loving the Lord Chriſt 
in ſincerity, and loving one another as he 
has ſet us an example; allowing for the biaſs 
of education where we ſee an honeſt ſerious 
mind, and where there is a ſteddy deſire to 
pleaſe Gop in thoſe ways which are judged 
moſt agreeable to his will, and which men 
think moſt reaſonable in-. themſelves, and 
ſuired to their good. Only this we ought to 
take along with us, that theſe allowances of 
Charity by no means belong to them that 


forſake one or other way of religion, for the 


love of this preſent world ; or who ſhew them 
ſelves to be of childiſh and inconſiſtent, of per- 
verſe and froward minds. They that con- 
ceit they know any thing, ſo as to juſtify or 
excuſe them in ſuch a conduct, know no- 
thing ye as they ought to know. But 


- 3- Charity, in matters of religion will al- 
low for different kinds and degrees of im- 
preſhon from Gop, and from the world to come. 
Some may E ſtrong enough 
to carry them into the nobleſt ſervices, and 
into eminent dangers too, for the ſake of 
Gop and religion. Others may have impreſ- 
ſions only ſtrong enough to carry them on 
in an obſcure and hidden way, under fears of 


calamities and troubles, and dread of death, 
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ee, 
all along their chriſtian courſe, Some may 
have diſcoveries of the other world, ſo great 
and clear, that none of the things of. this 


preſent life greatly move them: While o- 


chers may frequently be taken up with pre- 
ſent cares and enjoyments, ſo as to loſe fight 
of heaven, and fo that they cannot raiſe their 
ſpirits again after ſuch a loſs without great 
uficulry. 
The Scripture plainly, chongh varioutly, 


deſeribes theſe impreſſions from above. In 


one place it is faid © there is a ſpirit in man, 
< and the inſpiration of che Almighty giveth 
25 underſtanding 0,” There is a commu- 
nication of light, aye vigor, and goodneſs, 
to ſome minds, from the great parent- mind, 

very different to what there is to others. 
The ſpirit that Gon hath placed i in man be- 
comes wiſer and better, in ſeveral e. 
as it is more or leſs bleſt with a divine 
flatus. In the language of the New Teffa 


ment it is called Gop' 8 drawing men; and 


our Saviour's' manife f fing himſelf” to ſome as 


he doth not wnto others in the 0 p. It is 
called an inhabiting of the Deity, after ſome | 
peculiar and diſtinguiſhing manner 4. It 
1s defcribed by the Holy Ghoſt's teaching, 
Jending eſtabliſhing wy comforting; as 
oppoſed to the condition of thoſe, who 
are led by the Gop of this world, and from 


© Heb. ii. 19. Job xxl 8. * ba 7. 21,22 
© Ibid. 23. 5. | Seb Ho h 
> 54 wh | W om 
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Wo „ the aber Wild. ys 
hom the Tp: of Gop depart and is with 
drawn. 

What he French call the e in cheir 
publick ſp ſpeakers; the clearneſs and — 
of their — and the force of 

| fuaſion, and the inſinuating power of 
expreſſions; and whatever elſe they mean — 
that word, which diſtinguiſhes one, from 
another; that is in Scripture applied to all 
ſuch as ſhine in the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
when others depart from it, and loſe. their 
once ſeeming excellency and glory. They 
vent out from us (fays St.:Fohn) but they 
« -were not of us. For if they had been of 
tt us, they would no doubt have continued. 
* gut they went out, that they might be 
« made manifeſt, that they were not all of 
« us: But ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things . To this 
unction (whatever it is) from the Holy One, 
the diftinguiſhing conſtancy and piety of 
Chriſtians, is there aſcribed, with their 
clear and extenſive knowledge of n 
things. art 

4 Something oF this divine afflatus, this ma- 
nifeſtation of Chriſt as he is not manifeſted 
to the world, this preſence and guidance of 
the Holy-Ghoſt, this unctĩon from the Holy 
One; take one or all the expreſſions, ſome- 
| thing of what is intended by theſe things (I 
* muſt be in every good man, and true 


7 1 John ii. 19, 20. 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian. For it is in this way, 1 upon 1405 
vent Prayer to Gop, that he is made an in- 
ward thorough Chriſtian, and becomes per- 
fect in Chriſt Jeſus. 

But Charity will allow for very different 
degrees of theſe heavenly and divine impreſ- 
fions; ſince the loweſt of them may — 
a a perſon into the goſpel kingdom, thoug 

not into that uſeful and advanced ſtate there, 
to which ſome others may be called and 
ſuitect. 

Hence it is chat the ee of opera- 
tions are all to be conſidered “ as coming 
from the ſame Gop, which worketh all 
© in all. And the manifeſtation of the Spi- 
< rit is given to every man to profit withal, 
whether that Spirit manifeſt it ſelf in one 
way or another . For to one is given by 
© the Spirit, the word of wiſdom, [or 
ſpecial diſcoveries of things immediately 
coming from Gop himſelf] © to another 
ce the word of knowledge, [or the under- 
ſtanding of things that are diſcovered and de- 
clared by others,] «© which is by the ſame 

* Spirit. To another faith by the ſame Spi- 
„ rit, [Where there is neither the firſt gift 
of original diſcoveries, nor: the ſecond of 
knowing theſe things chat are taken from the 
diſcoveries.of others with a clear underſtand- 
ing; yet there is faith in Gon, and in the 
credible teſtimony of thoſe that have ſupe- 
* 1 Cor, zii. 6. 7. 
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I Impreſſions from the other World. 87 
rior wiſdom and knowledge.] To ano- 
| « ther the gifts of healing by the ſame Spi- 
crit; to another the working of miracles; 
% to another prophecy; to another the dif- 
« cerning of ſpirits; to another divers kinds 
&« of tongues. All theſe, worketh that one 
|< and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing unto eve= 
c ry man ſeverally as he wills. 
Theſe gifts were miraculous and extra- 
ordinary in the firſt ſettling of Chriſtiani- 
ty. Bur ſtill where any of theſe things are 
attained in an ordinary way, the forming of 
the temper and ſpirit for one thing more 
than another, and directing and aſſiſting the 
mind in its application to one thing more than 
another, and directing every valuable attain- 
ment to the publick good, call for the ſame 
acknowledgments of Gop, and require an 
allowing for thoſe different impreſſions he is 
pleaſed to make upon the ſpirits of men. 
In like manner as to the powers of the world 
to come; that is, the greatneſs and certain 
of the joys of the bleſſed, and the miſeries 
of the damned; one man may have much 
ſtronger, nearer, more lively and affecting 
| views of thoſe future ſtates, than another 
hath. One may cry (as Jonah did) © out of 
e the belly of hell, or as overwhelmed with 
« terrors of the Lords.” Another may be 
caught, as St. Paul was, up to paradiſe, 
« and may ſee things that are unutterable, 
> i r- xi. 8, Will on. ii. 1, 2. 
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WE 


"ts allows «fir pe, 
or not 2 of being deſcr bed to 96 
thers v. And ſome alſo may have ſuch 
lively powerful imaginations of what other 
deſcribe, and declare they have ſeen and felt, 
that hearing or reading of them, they may 
be affected with them in a manner much 
like thoſe who firſt related them. But other 
may only conſider theſe things in 2 rational 
way, as what might be ordered of Gon to be 
the caſe of ſome men, upon ſome extraordi- 
nary occaſions; chat the things ſo declared 
might be thoroughly credited and built up- 
on, though not ſo ſenſibly impreſt on the 
Hrn of ſuch as only reaſon from them to 

rve the common. e e of religion in 
the world. 

Charity will teach us make allowance 
for the different. aways by which the grea 
objects of faith may be impreſſed upon the 
mind, and the principles of it rooted and 
— there. Theſe — in impreſſing 

great principles of religion are repre- 
. rack, op in Thins of our Saviour to 7. Ama 
et Becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt be. 
* lieved; ſand it was well for him, that he 
was made a believer by ſuch ſenſible ma- 
nifeſtations and ſtrong evidences of things 
Bur then it is alſo added, © bleſſed are they 
55 that have not ſeen, and yu have belicy- 

*. 2 
Some have very lively imprefſionsof ching 
| 2 OR * John xx. 29. | 


upon 
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rouſly excited. Others come to believe the 
very fame doctrines and principles, upon a 
longer and cooler deliberation, and by the 


taken to eſtabliſh other principles, as well 
as thoſe of religion. Charity will therefore 
allow for the ſhorter, quicker conclufions of 
ſome, and for the more laborious diſquiſi- 
tions of others. For the active zeal, and 
ſtrong affections of one, and for the flower 
motions, and cautious managements of ano- 
ther. Each of theſe proceed according to 
the different ways of divine things being im- 
preſſed upon their minds, and each of them 
may do much to carry their own ſenſe of 
religion to men of the like tempers and edu- 


Gop for, and with ſucceſs to the vaſtly dif- 
ferent manner of Paul, and Apollos, and Ce- 
phas; and never ſet the impreſſions made by 
_ againſt thoſe that are made by ano- 
But here it muſt be added, that theſe al- 
lowances of Charity are by no means to be 
ſtrained — far, as to extend to men that ge 
pear to have no realizing apprebenſions at al 
of the inviſible world, aud af rar that 
is to come. They that mind earthly 
ing things, and make their temporal inte- 


reſt, or their appetites. and ſenſual gratifica- 


pon I 1 tions 


and affections are more ſtrongly and vigo- | 


methods of reaſoning that are commonly 


cations. Therefore our Charity will bleſs. 
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go Clarity will alp 


tions their main end, © are enemies to the 


« Croſs of Chriſt, let their ſchemes 0 re- 


ligion be what they will v. gg 
4. Charity will allow for different opinions 


in all things that are not expreſsly decided and 


determined in the word of Gop. | 
By putting 1 following texts of 
ee, that the truths of 
God are to be received as he hath delivered 
them, and in the very words which he hath 
choſen. The wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt 
hath endited every chriſtian doctrine in ſuch 
forms of expreſſion, as will not admit of 
any better decifions, or different determi- 
nations of divine things, by the words which 
man's wiſdom teacheth. Therefore all the 
words of men, and their explications of 
things, are only to be delivered and confi- 
dered in love, and upon the allowances of 
Charity. Not in a way of authority, or fo 
as to make any human forms of expreſſion 
neceſſary to be received. 

The places of Scripture I would refer to, 
are only theſe few as 57 are here con 
nected. 

The ſecret things belong unto the * 
« our Gop; but thoſe things which are re. 
ce vealed, belong unto us and to our children 
<« for ever, that we may do all the word: 
« of his law *. That ye might learn not 


7 Phil. i TT 18, 19. Deut. xxix. 29. 
| cc to 


= diffrent Opinidns. 9e 
« to „ Wil above that which is written, that 
no one of you be puffed up for one per- 


ſon or one man's doctrine] - againſt ano- 


« ther 2.” Theſe places ſhew very evi- 
dently that nothing ought to be inſiſted on 
more minutely, and with a conceit of greater 
accuracy, than that of Scripture. Nothing 
ſhould be ſearched after, or explained in 
the doctrines of revealed religion further, 


and with pretences of making higher diſco- 
veries, than as Gop hath declared e in 


the ſacred writings. 

To the law and to the teſtimony: If 
© they ſpeak not according to this word, 
* it is becauſe no light is in them b. . 


This ſhews that every thing infiſted on as a 


point of religion, that is not in one or other 
part of Gop's written teſtimony, is a proof 
and mark of human weakneſs and ignorance, 
not of light or wiſdom. And therefore it 
needs great Charity to prevent the ill effects of 
it, and to make it of any uſe and ſervice. 
There is one place that doth ſo fully aſ- 
ſert the wiſdom of the Spirit of Gop, to ex- 
preſs the things of Gop in his own words as 
oppoſed to the words of men, that one would 
think no human phraſes ſhould be uſed in 
the face of this text, but with the greateſt 
humility and Charity, and-to be left at eve- 


ry one's liberty to receive or not receive them. 
ve For what man knowerh the things of a 


o Iſai. viii. 20. 4 f 


, 1 1 Cor. iy. 6. 
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4 man fave the ſpirit of a man, which is ia 
« him? Even fo the Spirit of Gop knoweth 
« no man, but the Spirit of Gop, Now 
<« we (lay the inſpired writers) have received 
& not the ſpirit which is of the world; (by 
which as it may be inferred, the religions 
ſuited to this world are formed ;) © but the 
<« Spirit which is of Gop, that we might 
« know the things that are freely given to us 
ce of Gor.” And then not reſting in this gene- 
ral expreſſion of the things themſelves being 
revealed by the Holy Ghoſt, it is immediately 
ſubjoined, Which things alſo we ſpeak, not 
cc jn the words which man's wiſdom teach. 
ee eth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; 
te comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual . 
Obſerve, that here is not only the hing. 
delivered, but the worps that are chen to 
deliver them in, both aſcribed, and equally 
aſcribed, to the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, 
He only knows the things of Gop in that 
manner, as to enable him to put them into 
the beſt and moſt decifive expreſſions; juſt 
as the ſpirit of a man can beſt tell another 
what are the thoughts formed within it ſelf. 
And that nothing might be inſiſted on, be- 
jide what the Holy Ghoſt ſhould teach, or 
beyond the ſtreſs he ſhould lay upon it, Chriſt 
himſelf expreſsly aſſured the Apoſtles, That 
ce when the Spirit of truth come, 
_ "* he ſhould guide them into ALL truth 
© x Cor. ii. 11, 12, 13. 4 John xvi. 13. 
- There- 


Y R * 
Kd wa aaa 9 W fa Pre Gs nk . e * * 2 
N A * 4 — *. n 7 7 , 2 5 Sas; 
% 2 : 2 n 9 £: E 4 "3 9 iF * 5 r Vo W 7 LES 
1 * 5 en 5 4 4 FFF 4 5 
» 1 As 2 : . a 
0 2 > : 


DES: for different Opinio. 
Therefore nothing can be a truth neceſſary 
to be received in the Redeemer's kingdom 


bot what is expreſcly declared to &e fo by the 


Holy Ghoſt. And that which is moſt neceſ- 
fary, yet is no other way to be. inculcated, 


than by perſuaſion, and love, and exempla- 


ry piety, ſhewing forth the effects as well 
as reaſons of it. The Holy Ghoſt never 
taught any to force an aſſent to the moſt 
neceſſary truths, by reviling men, and treat- 
ing them with anger or contempt. 

To prevent this, it is made a ſtanding 


rule in Chriſtianity, «© Him that is weak in 


e the faith receive ye, not to doubtful diſ- 
c putations , or to judge his doubrful 


| thoughts. Let things that are doubtful and 


diſputable, lie as Gop hath left them. Do 
not go about to make inquiſitions, or to form 
deciſive opinions in any religious matter, 
further than Gop himſelf hath done. In 
this ſenſe, it is an original fundamental law 
in the goſpel conſtitution, © call no man 


your father upon earth; for one is your 


« Father, who 1s in heaven. Neither be ye 
ce called maſters; for one is your Maſter, 
ce even Chriſt f. . 
We ſhould inſiſt upon nothing with an 
over-confidence, or with an air and appear- 
ance of more infallibility than our brethren: 
* For we know in part, and we propheſy 


* in part; but when that which is perfect 
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© is come, then that which i is in part ſhall 
2 be done away 8. ” We are therefore 
e required to follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, 
c Charity, Peace, with them that call on 
ee the Lord out of a pure heart. But fool- 
e iſh and unlearned queſtions avoid, know- 
te ing that they do gender ſtrifes b. 
Tpheſe Scriptures being carefully ſtudied, 
vould teach us the Charity of allowing for 
different opinions in the things of religion. 
But here again, Charity it ſelf cannot think 
well of thoſe that ſtrike at 4ʃl revelation, | 
and that ſet up their own ill- favoured opi- 
nions inſtead of the truths of Scripture; who 
dare to caſt contempt on the things that are 
expreſsly taught by the Holy Ghoſt, upon 
pretence of making better diſcoveries by 
natural light ar unaſſiſted reaſon. They evi- 
dently talk of they know not what; becauſe 
they that have had their reaſon aſſiſted and 
directed by the principles of revelation from 
their infant ſtate, can with no certainty or 
evidence ſay what their reaſon una ſſiſted 
would have produced. 


2 Charity will allow for 41 ren — — 
and ways of worſhip. 

When the difference that \ was betwixt the 
Jewiſh and Samaritan worſhip, was men- 
tioned to our Saviour, he takes occaſion to 
put all future worſhip of Gop upon ſuch a 


. Cor. zii. 10. 2 Tim. 1 22, 23. 
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foot, that outward circumſtances ſhould: be 


Wt. >. 


comparatively of little weight, or conſidera- 


tion. The hour cometh when ye ſhall 
« neither in this mountain, nor yet at Je- 


« 7yſalem, worſhip the Father. Yea, I do 


not only ſay the hour cometh, but I add, 
« jt is now come, when the true worſhip- 
« pers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit 


c and in truth: For the Father ſeeketh ſuch 


4 to worſhip him i. inf 4 3 Fork 
The firſt Martyr for Chriſtianity ſhewed 


that Gop might be worſhipped in an accept- 


able manner without any of the Meo/azck rites. 
and ceremonies ; that Abraham and the Pa- 
triarchs were approved of Gop, long before 
the ſervice of the Few!/h tabernacle was ap- 


pointed. The Gop of glory appeared un- 


ce to our father Abraham, when he was in 
« Meſopotamia, before he dwelt in Char- 


ed, and delivered, and bleſſed by Gop in 


| their way of worſhipping him. Moſes him- 


ſelf declared, that his ſettlement of things 
ſhould be ſucceeded by another: That a 
prophet ſhould ariſe, who ſhould mediate 


whom he admoniſhes them, when he ap- 


Pears, to give heed. A Prophet ſhall the 


Lord your Gop raiſe up unto you of 


« your brethren like unto me; him ſhall ye 


K. hear .,. 1 21 
i John iv. 21, 23. F Acts vii. 2. | I Ibid. ver. 37. 


* 


e rank,” And Jacob and Foſeph were own- 


between Gop and the people like him, to 
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T The worthip'to which this Prophet came 
to lead men, St. Paul deſeribes to the peo- 
ple of Athens, A worſhip that had for its 
object, Gop that made the world and all 
things therein. And in the manner of it 
ſuch as was ſuited to an omnipreſent and all- 
ſufficient Being, that was not to be addreſ- 
ſed as if he dwelt © in temples made with | 
* hands, or in one place more than an- 
other: Nor with any outward offerings, as 
if he © ſtood in need of ſuch gifts and ſer- 
«< vices: Nor with any uncharitable exclu- 
fions of any ſet of people from his favour 
and mercy : But as the common Lord and 
Father of all nations of men, that dwell 
* on all the face of the earth.” From 
whom all life and motion and being 1s de- 
rived. ow, and who has appointed a future 

judgment and reſurrection from the dead =. | 
Where a due regard is had to theſe things, 
there ought not to be a ſetting up any ex- 
ternal modes and forms of worſhip, ſo as to 
make Gop a reſpecter of perſons on account 
of meer outward forms; or ſo as to deſtroy the 
common hope of thoſe who are ſeeking for 
immortality and eternal life, unleſs they will 
all make uſe of one common ſervice book. 
If putting divine worſhip upon ſuch a 
foot as this, be counted by Fews or any other 
eſtabliſbment in the world, a hereſy; tis a 
hereſy that chriſtian Charity teacheth us to 

m Acts xvii. 24, Oc. 35 


glory 


4 reer 


glory in, and to 17 above the ſpirit of thoſe 
that are for confining all acceptable worſhip 
to their own peculiar way. This I con- 
« feſs (faith St. Paul) that after the way 
« which they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the 


Go of my Fathers, believing all things 


« which are written in the Law and the Pro- 
« phets; and have hope towards Gop which 


they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall 


ce be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the 
« juſt and unjuſt a. WE. 

The Scripture hath confined men to no 
one form either of Prayer or Praiſe; nor to 
any one manner and method of celebrating 


the Sacraments ; but hath given us only ſhort 


and general directions as to theſe things. 
And therefore true Charity will ever deſire, 
and delight, to fee all parts of worſhip kept 
in that ſtate of liberty in which the Goſpel 
hath left them. They that chink ſome di- 
rections and forms are helpful and needful, 
yet if they condemn and excommunicate all 
that refuſe to come into ſuch encloſures, they 
are the ſchiſmaticks and ſeparatiſts from the 
Goſpel conſtitution, let them gain what 
numbers they will, or be ſupported by ever 
ſo many temporal eneouragements. | 
The practice of chriſtian Charity on this 
head of worſhip, in our day, conſiſteth in 
chooſing our lot with thoſe that make no- 
thing neceſſary to chriſtian communion, or 
de 7 14, 15 · 41 - 


98 Charity allows for difference 

to the acceptable ſerving of God, but what 
the Scripture evidently requireth. Vet look- 
ing with Charity and good will upon all 
thoſe, that under various forms and confine- 
ments are ſeriouſly worſhipping the Gop 
of their Fathers; ſtill endeavouring to keep 
our own enlargement, and to enlarge the 
ſpirits of thoſe that are more confined, ſo as 
to make charitable and mutual allowances 
to each other. But in this caſe I muſt cloſe 
with a caution, as well as in the former par- 
ticulars; vz. That Charity it ſelf cannot look 
upon thoſe as in a ſtate of favour and accep- | 
tance with Gop, who intirely for ſake the ee. 
bling of themſelves together, and abſolutely re- 
ject or profane the expreſs appointments and 
inſtitutions of the Goſpel. | 


6. Charity in religion will allow for dif- 
ferent attainments in matters of practice. 1 
There muſt not only be all the allowances 
of love in the Chriſtian's creed, and opini- 
ons; and in his rubrick or directory for wor- 
| ſhip; but alſo in his whole courſe and wall. 
Therefore St. Paul, when he beſeeches 
the Epbeſians to walk worthy of their chri- 
ſtian ſtare and profeſſion, explains himſelf Mt © 
after this manner; * with all lowlineſs and 
« meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing Ml el 
c one another in love. 1 „ 
One believeth that he may eat all things; 
ce another who is weak eateth herbs, Let 
5 * Eph. iv. 1, 2. . 8 


in practical Attainment. 99 
« not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that eat- 
ec eth not; and let not him which eateth 
& not, judge him that eateth r. | 
In Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion a- 
ce vaileth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but 
« a new creature. And as many as walk ac- 
« cording to this rule, peace be on them, 
ce and mercy, and upon the Mae of Gop 4. 
They that walk by this rule, of becoming 
new creatures in heart and life, however they 
may differ in ſome outward practices, they 
are under the great law and blefling of peace. 
Let us therefore as many as be perfect, 
« be thus minded: And if in any thing ye 
« be otherwiſe minded, (than this rule di- 
res, or differ from us, and one another) 
«© Gop ſhall reveal even this unto you. Ne- 


« yertheleſs whereto we have already attain- 
f ed, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us 


3» 


« mind the ſame thing *. 
Whilſt all are thus walking by the ſame rule, 
yet ſome have much more exa##neſs and 
rength in coming up to their rule, and keep- 
ing to it, than others have. St. John however 
does not diſdain to write unto thoſe who are as 
« little children in Chriſtianity, becauſe their 
* fins (he tells them) were forgiven for the 
% name's fake of him who pardoned them; 
though at the ſame time he writes unto “ fa- 
e thers, who had experience, and had known 
the things of Gop from the beginning. 
? Rom. xiv, 2, 3. 4 Gal. vi. 15, 16, Phil. iii. 15, 16. 
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« He writes unto young men alſo who were 
« ſtrong, and the word of Gop abode in 
c them, and they overcame the wicked 
« one*.” Our Saviour had before made 
three claſſes of Chriſtians when he is deſcrib- 


ing the different ſorts of hearers of his Goſ-} 


pel, that ſhould receive and believe it. 

<« Some would bring forth thirty, ſome ſix- 

© ty, and ſome an hundred-fold ” 
Hence it is that St. Paul preſſeth the be- 


lieving Hebrews to ſeek after proper advance 
in the ſchool of Chriſt; that they might not 
always continue in the loweſt claſs, and be 
ever learning the firſt principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty, or raiſing debates about them. There- 
fore leaving the principles of the doctrine 
« of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfection; 
« not laying again the foundation of repen- 
« tance from dead works, and faith towards 
© Gop, of the doctrine of baptiſms, and of 
5 laying on of hands, and of the reſurrection 
& of the dead, and of eternal judgment. ” If 
there be not proper advances upon theſe prin-} 
ples, and a going on to all that is intended to 


be produced by them, it is intimated by the 


ſubjoined declaration of the irrecoverable 
ſtate of apoſtates from the chriſtian faith, 
that they would fall from their firſt princi- 
ples and engagements in Chriſtianity. It is 
therefore ſpoken of before with great con 
cern; When for che time ye ought to be 


of John it, 12, 14. Matth. xiii. 23. Heb. vi. 1, 2 
8 teacher 
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in practical Attainments. 101 


ce teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
te again which be the firſt principles of the 
ce oracles of Gon; and are become ſuch as 
* have need of milk, not of ſtrong meat W. 
It is obſervable however, that they who ſtood 
in need of milk, are addreſſed to as Chri- 
ſtians, as well as thoſe that by reaſon of an 
habit of perfection, had their ſenſes exerciſed 
ro diſcern both good and evil. And in the 
fame epiſtle, there is expreſs proviſion made 
for ſuch a conduct of Chriſtians one towards 
another, that what was © lame ſhould not 
* be turned out of the way, but let it rather 
ce be healed.” That in thus doing © they 
te ſhould follow peace with all men, and 


ine c holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee 
on; the Lord: Looking diligently, left any 
en- root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, 
rds and. thereby many be defiled s. This 


leads to another branch of Charity in mat- 
ters of religion. Ot 


Dy It I 3 

rin- 7: Charity ll never pretend greater 
| to ¶ Anoꝛoledge, zeal, or piety than others, — 
the to caſt a fumbling block in their way. 

able He that uſeth his knowledge to inſult an- 


other, or render him deſpicable, upon his 
not complying with every thing in practice 
chat appears juſtifiable and right to more 
knowing perſons, is a grievous tranſgreſſor 
againſt the expreſs laws of Charity. 

” Heb, vi. 12. * Ibid. xii. 13, 14, 15 
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100 Charity will allow for difference 
« He writes unto young men alſo who were 
« ſtrong, and the word of Gop abode in 
ce them, and they overcame the wicked 
« e. Our Saviour had before made 
three claſſes of Chriſtians, when he is deſcrib- 
ing the different ſorts of hearers of his Goſ- 
pel, that ſhould receive and believe it: 
« Some would bring forth thirty, ſome ſix- 
« ty, and ſome an hundred-foldCC . 
. Hence it is that St. Paul preſſeth the be- 
lieving Hebrews to ſeek after proper advances 
in the ſchool of Chriſt; that they might not 
always continue in the loweſt claſs, and be 
ever learning the firſt principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty, or raiſing debates about them. There- 
fore leaving the principles of the doctrine 
ce of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfection 
e not laying again the foundation of repen- 
« tance from dead works, and faith towards 
* Gop, of the doctrine of baptiſms, and of 
* laying on of hands, and of the reſurrection 


* of the dead, and of eternal judgment”. ” If 


therebe not proper advances upon theſe prin- 
ples, and a going on to all that is intended to 
be produced by them, it is intimated by the 


ſubjoined declaration of the irrecoverable 
ſtate of apoſtates from the chriſtian faith, 
that they would fall from their firſt princi- 


ples and engagements in Chriſtianity. It is 
therefore ſpoken of before with great con- 
cern; © When for the time ye ought to be 


5 1 Jobnil. 12, 14. * Matth. xiii. 23, Heb. vi. 1,2. 
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in practical Attainments. 101 
teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
* again which be the firſt principles of the 
© oracles of GoD; and are become ſuch as 
“ have need of milk, not of ſtrong meat w. 
It is obſervable however, that they who ſtood 
in need of miſt, are addreſſed to as Chri- 


ſtians, as well as thoſe that by reaſon of an 


habit of perfection, had their ſenſes exerciſed 
to diſcern both good and evil. And in the 
fame epiſtle, there is expreſs proviſion made 
for ſuch a conduct of Chriſtians one towards 
another, that what was © lame ſhould not 


cc be turned out of the way, but let it rather 
« be healed.” That in thus doing © they 


te ſhould follow peace with all men, and 


cc holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee 
« the Lord: Looking diligently, leſt any 
ec root of bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, 
e and thereby many be defiled s. This 
leads to another branch of Charity in mat- 
ters of religion. | 


7. Charity will never pretend greater 
knowledge, zeal, or piety than others, thereby 
to caſt a tumbling block in their way. 

He that uſeth his 4:ow/edge to inſult an- 


other, or render him deſpicable, upon his 


not complying with every thing in practice 

that appears juſtifiable and right to more 

knowing perſons, is a grievous tranſgreſſor 

againſt the expreſs laws of Charity. 

| * Heb. vi. 2. * Ibid. xii. 13, 14, 15 
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102 Charity will not caſt a 

There are two particular caſes mentioned 
ty St. Paul upon which the rule for this 
branch of Charity is founded. One man 
ce eſteemeth one day above another: Another 
<« eſteemeth every day alike. Let every man 
<« be fully perſuaded in his own mind 7.” 
So alſo, he had obſerved the different appre- 
henfions of men about meats; upon which 
he ſhews that different degrees of knowledge 
ſhould not make the wie caſt contempt 
upon the weak; much leſs repreſent them 
as offenfive to Dos,” and under his con- 
demnation. Becauſe © he that regardeth 
& the day, regardeth it to the Lord, and 
“ he that regardeth not the day, [ſtill 
acting with the ſame intention and diſpoſi- 
tion to pleaſe his Lord] to the Lord he doth 
« not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to 
& the Lord, for he giveth Gop thanks. And 
ec he that eateth not to the Lord, to the Lord 
« he eateth not, and giveth Gop thanks. 
Lt us not therefore judge one another any 
& more, but judge this rather, that no man 
* put a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to 
« fall in his brother's way 2. 

In another place the Apaſtle declaring 
te there is not in every man that knowledge 
which ſome may attain to, and boaſt them- 
lelves of; their acting as thoſe of more know- 
ledge did, might defile their weak conſcience ; 
by which means they _ be n 


Rom. xiv. . * Ibid. ver. 6, 13. 
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Numbling Block in others way. 103 
to ſuppreſs and contradict conſcience ſo far, 
as to prove not only their wounding, but 
their periſbing. Through thy knowledge 
« ſhall the weak brother periſh for whom 
« Chriſt died . Upon which occaſion, 
this rule is expreſsly given; © Take heed leſt 
« by any means this liberty of yours, become 
« a ſtumbling block to them that are weak b.“ 

Again: Charity will not admit of any 


thing being inſiſted on, that is really an . 


fence to others, upon pretenſions of greater 
ſanctity, or more piety and grace than 
they have. As men of warmer heads and 
more knowledge than their neighbours in 
ſome particular points, are apt to ſet up 
tbemſelves for a ſtandard to thoſe of weaker 
minds, or that have leſs time for ſtudying 
ſome particular _ controverſies; ſo on the 
other. hand, men of pious devotional hearts, 
and of ſtricter manners in life, are apt to 
ſet up their piety and attainments in practi- 
cal religion, as a flandard:to thoſe whoſe 
knowledge may carry them to greater liber- 
ties. And thus they alternately /t, and up- 
on a non-compliance alternately condemn one 
another. But Charity will not allow impoſi- 
tions, or contempt and rejecting of others for 
their being 4% holy, no more than for their 
being leſs knowing, if they appear ſincere. . 
The man of knowledge may juſtly eſteem 
his knowledge, and muſt not act contrary 
2 1 Cor. viii. 7, 10, 11. b Ibid, ver. 9. 

to 
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to it, but ſhould do what he can to commu⸗ 
nicate it, and to recommend it to thoſe that 
want it. And the man of ſerious piety may 


juſtly eſteem and adhere to the rules of wor- 


ſhip, and holineſs; and by a conſtant good 
example, he ſhould endeavour to engage others 
in the ſame regular track of devotion, and 
courſe of life. But neither of them ſhould 
make themſelves ſuch fandards, as to con- 
demn the other, for not coming up to their 

icch; nor ſhould they carry it uncharita- 

ly, either on account of practices that argue 
more knowledge, or more inward holineſs 


and warm affection to the ways and things 


of Gop. . 

When the Baptiſ came neither eating bread, 
nor drinking wine; the Son of man came 
eating and drinking e. Pride and perverſeneſs 


and an uncharitable ſpirit ſaid, The one 


had a devil; and reproached the other as a 


friend of publicans and finners; when both, 


to ſerve different purpoſes, were the choſen 
meſſengers of Gop. Our Saviour ſpake a 
parable on purpoſe to humble them that 
truſted in their own righteouſneſs and deſpi- 
fed others 4 Charity will not allow of ſay- 
ing to another, © ſtand off, I am more holy 
« than thou; nor of requiring any thing 
as a proof of holineſs, which the word of 

Gop does not require. 
In this caſe, as well as others, that rule 

| © Luke vii. 33, 34. « Ibid, xviii. 9. 
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ſtumbling Block in others way. 105 
is to be applied; Who maketh thee to dif- 
ee fer from another? And what haſt thou, 
« that thou didſt not receive? Now if thou 
ce didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory as 
« if thou hadſt not received ite? All 
the meaſures of grace and holineſs, as well 
as gifts of knowledge and wiſdom, are to be 
repreſented to men as coming from Gop; 
and therefore not to be gloried in, as if they 
were from our ſelves, or to be wrought ac- 
cording to our will and demands upon others. 

If men will ſet their violent ing upon 
things, in the ſame place with Gop's grace 
and power of beſtowing them; or if they 
will carry their requirements beyond what the 
wiſdom and ſpirit of Gop hath done in the 
ſacred writings; ſcandals and ſtumbling blocks 
will undoubredly be ever in the church, and 
amongſt the beſt Chriſtians. Therefore Cha- 
rity will not ſetup either knowledge, or piety, 
to juſtify ſuch impoſing offenſive ways. That 
rule of St. James will include and enforce 
all the others. Who is a wiſe man and 
* endued with knowledge amongſt you ? 
« Let him ſhew out of a good converſation 
e his works with meekneſs of wiſdom f. 


8. Charity will not invade the province of 
the great Fudge of hearts, though ſome miſ- 
takes and faults in one man may appear 
yery great and palpable to another. 


P If 


* 1 L Jam. iii. 13. 
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If a man profeſſeth Ancerity and bonefty i in 
his declared ſentiments, and in his actions; 


—— St mans 2 


_—_— — 


and we can produce no valid proofs of falſ- 
hood and infincerity in his conduct; Charity 
will hope the beſt as to his ſtate coward Gop: 

though with our knowledge, and upon our 
convictions, it would be very ill for us to 
ſpeak and act as he does. Thoſe notions may 
have no bad effect upon one man, which 
would make another very looſe and wicked, 


' Thoſe practices may be conſiſtent with fin- 


cerity, and with the hope of mercy in one 
man, for which the heart of another would 


condemn him, and expoſe him to the judg- 


ment of that Gop who is greater than our 
hearts and knoweth all things. 
In this particular therefore the rules of 


Charity are as follow. There is one Law- 
Io Oe who is able to ſave and to deſtroy; 


ho art thou that judgeſt another 8 ? 
Therefore judge nothing before the time 


 « until the Lord come, who both will bring 


e to light the hidden works of darkneſs, and 
« will make manifeſt the counſels of the 
heart b. Who art thou that judgeſt ano- 
e ther man's ſervant? To his own maſter 
« he ſtandeth or falleth. Yea he ſhall be 
* holden up, for Gop is able to make him 
* ſtand i. Judge not, that ye be not judged; 
e for with what judgment ye judge, ye fall 


&« bejudged; and with what meaſure ye mete, 


5 Jam. iv. 12. 1 Cor. bye 3. Rom. oh. 4 
pen | «I 


ö 
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; P̃vince of the great Fudge. 107 
4 it ſhall be meaſured to you again k. Charity 
u. © thinketh no evil, as we ſhewed before. 
We are not to underſtand theſe places, as 
if the knownand open iniquities of men, that 
are expreſsly condemned by the laws of Gop, 
were to be counted no iniquities ; or to be 
coloured with excuſes, and ſoft names, that 
ch ſhould take away all fear and concern about 
d. chem. Or as if the tenets of infidels pub- 
liſhed and uttered in contempt of ſcripture, 
and in direct oppoſition thereto, were harm- 
d leſs, and as conſiſtent with a ſtate of falvation 
o- | the miſtakes and errors of one who ſincere- 
y profeſſeth to believe and obey the Goſpel. 
or in ſuch caſes, Chriſtianity condemns all 
of favourers of the vices and errors of men. It 
requires us to be /eparate from them, to © re- 


y; « buke them ſharply, to hate that which is 
2 > | © evil, and to contend earneſtly for the faith 
ne || © which was once delivered to the faints!; ” 
8g that is for the holy ſcriptures, with all the 


nd truths and precepts. there delivered to us. 

To be brief; all our ſeparations from 
others, and our moſt earneſt contentions, 

er | muſt be managed with a prevailing benigni- | 
be || fy and good-will to their perſons. And as 
long as there is but a peradventure of doing 

d; good to any, by our admonitions and infor- 

all mations, Charity will put us upon all kind 

and generous attempts. In meekneſs in- 


5 crow 
? | © trudting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
it E Matth. vii. 1, p * G 
* OD / 


— —— — —— —UUUU— — — —— 


= * 


X 2 2 A 


—:... EEC ECPITIINET 
> „ 


f 
| 
þ 
+ 
q 
4 
i 
[ 


108 Charity produceth 
* Gop peradventure will give them repen- 
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ec tance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
te and that they may recover themſelves out 
« of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken 
<« captive by him at his will =” "I 
leads me to add OD Ore 


Laſtiy, That Charity will wk the paſſin 


of men, and form their tempers to a conti- 


nual and habitual moderation, during this 
Nate of trial and imperfection: And it will 


teach us to refer the final ſtate of men, to Pl 


near approaching judgment. 

© © Letyour moderation be known unto all 
e men: The Lord is at hand n. Let your 
carriage and conduct be ſuch, as patiently * 


and moderately to bear oppoſitions, and fuf- 


ferings of any kind, in the way of your duty, 
The Lord is at hand, to ſupport you; to 
reckon with thoſe that are of haughty or 
violent and envious ſpirits; and to judge all 
in a way that ſhall convince them, that mo- 
deſty and moderation were beſt becoming 
all ſuch as were looking for his appearance. 
“ But why doſt thou judge thy brother? 
e Or why doſt thou ſet at naught thy bro- 
« ther? For we ſhall all ſtand before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt © 1 


en im. . Phil. iv. 65 ® T5 srlexg (the 
adjeftive neuter, put in the place of a ſubſtantive) ixuixua, 
which ſignifies that kind of behaviour and temper that confifts 
in firi juſtice, ſedateneſs, az eaſy, patient converſation. 
Let your patient mind be known, &. Rom. xiv. 10. 


This 


* * * „ * : * * — 5 Wd 
* * * * r * . o iS. 
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an habitual Moderation. 109 


This conſtant, calm, referring of every 


thing to a judgment at hand, St. James 


would have to ſuppreſs the very grudges 
and inward groans of Chriſtians one againſt 
another. He would have it prevent their 


doing or ſaying any thing to grieve each 


other, or to unſettle and unhinge one ano- 
ther's minds in the ways of religion and 
piety. Re ye patient; ſtabliſh your hearts; 
« for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
« Grudge not [groan not, or grieve not] 
ce one againſt another, brethren, leſt ye be 
« condemned r. 


Thus ſtands the Scripture account of Cha- 


rity, and directions for the practice of it, in 


matters of religion. Upon a review of theſe 
things here laid together, you ſee the rea- 
ſon of that apoſtolical aſſertion and declara- 


tion; © Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity 


ee edifieth: And if any man think that he 
t knows any thing in religion, which 
makes him act contrary to theſe rules, and 
is not ordered by that love and moderation 
they preſcribe, © he knows nothing yet as 
* he ought to know: But if any man love 


« Gop; [and ſo manage himſelf toward all 


the ſervants of Gop, as that love of Gop 
would teach him; whatever be his know- 
ledge, leſs or more,] © the fame is known of 
* Gop 4%.” He is accepted and approved 

fam. v. & 9c- * 1 Cor. viii, 1, 2, 3. 
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110 _ Charity to the Poor. 


on account of his Love and Charity, let his 


attainments otherways be. ſmall, or great. 
St. Fohn therefore might well beſpeak 
their regards to this love, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, and the moſt affectionate manner, 
c Beloved, let us love one another; for love 
« js of Gop, and every one that loveth is 
« born of Gop, and knoweth Gop. He 
* that loveth not, knoweth not Gop, for 
& Gop is Love. If a man fay I love Gop, 
& and hateth his brother, he is a liar : For 
et he that loveth not his brother whom he 
« hath ſeen, how can he love God whom 
“he hath not ſeen *? * 


. r 1 John. iv. 7, 8, 20. | | 
AKE 
SECTION v. 


/ Charity to the Poor and Afflicted, 


or of relieving the Wants of others. 


His is fo great a branch of Charity, that, 


in the common way of ſpeaking, it has 


engroſs'd the name of Charity to it ſelf. 


The rules and directions of ſcripture re- 


lating hereto, may beſt be collected under 


ſuch a general N or declaration as 
this: © Blefled is he that conſidereth the 
per. | | 

n 


— 


Oconſfidering the Poor. 111 
By the word poor in this place, ſome un- 
derſtand the ſicł or weak, or ſuch as are p- 
preſſed, and in any kind of neceſſity. And 
by the word [ Maſchil] here tranſlated con- 
fidereth, is meant, he that adverteth the 
mind, and looketh to the poor, ſo as to fix 
his thoughts upon their caſe, and to find 
out and attend to the proper way of help- 
ing them. So allo it is read, he that ander- 
fandeth the poor, and has a juſt ſenſe of 
their neceſſities, and puts himſelf in their 
place and ſtead. He that contriveth about 
the poor, and is well diſpoſed and bountiful 
to them. | | 
Another reading is, he that carries it pru- 
dently, and with judgment to the poor: Not 
haſtily concluding their diſtreſs is a curſe 
upon them; or the fruit of ſome greater fins, 
than others in better circumſtances have 
committed; but wiſely pitying the diſorders 
and miſeries to which our nature is ſubject, 
and prudently ſhewing a regard to one's own 
fleſh and blood: © For Gop hath made of 
e one blood all nations of men, for to dwell 
e on all the face of the earth t.. How- 
ever different the rich and the poor may 
ſeem, by reaſon of their different cloathing, 
and different ways of living, they are all of 
the ſame common mould. 


The ſum of all theſe explications, is what 
. Acts xvii. 26. 
ſhall 


PY Charity will enquire 


ſhall be at large treated on in this ſedion, 
namely, That Charity will have a very in- 


quifitive, prudent, tender regard, to the 


wants and neceſſities of others. 


If health be wanting, and ſickneſs call for 


the ſupply of remedies, with other helps; if 
there be a want of meat or drink, or cloath- 
ing, or lodging, or liberty, or any neceſſaries 
in life or death; Charity will prudently 
think what is fit to be done, and what ſup- 
plics it is able to afford in all theſe caſes. 
The ſeveral ſteps and branches of this 


kind of Charity, the ſcripture is very copious 
in deſcribing ; I ſhall collect the moſt mate- 


rial paſſages, i in the order following. 


1. Charity will enquire out, and inform it 
ſelf concerning the neceſſities of others. 
The righteous conſidereth the cauſe of 


the poor, but the wicked regardeth not to 
It is here made a mark of 
wickedneſs, to be regardleſs of the wants of 
others. It is an ill ſpirit that hath no will 


3» 


« know it v. 


to know, and inform it ſelf of, the cauſe of 
the poor: Whilſt righteouſneſs, on the other 
hand, con/idereth, and ſeeks after the know- 
ledge of a diſtreſſed caſe. When the Pſal- 
miſt ſays, © Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the 
<« poor w; it may be very proper to add 
to what is ſaid before, that the word there 


tranſlated [confidereth] is uſed for that fecret 


Prov. xxix. 7. Y Plal. xli. 1. TD 
5 8 attention 


after the Poor. 4+. -a 
attention tne was required to the words of 
the lat, in order-to a right inderſtanding 
of them a. Thus Charity will get under- 
ſtanding about the wants of others, and a- 
bout the beſt ways of ſupplying them, or 
ſapporting under them. I was a father to 


te the poor; and the cauſe which I knew not, 


« I ſearched out a. The firſt Chriſtians did 
0 only contribute to the poor that lived 
amomſ them, but they informed themſelves 


of the ſtare of thoſe that were 4; ant from 


them, and ſent relief by their own meſſengers. 
The diſciples every man according to his 
« ability, determined to ſend relief unto the 
ce brethren which dwelt in Fadea v. | 

There are many caſes of diſtreſs, found 
out by thoſe who love to inform themſelves 
of ſuch things, which are not known or 1ma- 
gined by the generality of their acquaintance; 
The difficulty of ſome cafes being made 
known; render them really more moving, and 
neceſſitous, than the caſes of others who can 
make their wants known to every body, and 
are ready to make intereſt for a ſhare in eve- 
ry boon they hear of. St. Paul prays for 
mercy to the houſe of Oneſiphorus on this ac- 
count, (amongſt others) © that when he was 
„ in Rome he ſought out for a-confined, im- 

e priſoned man, and d W and oft 
10 refreſhed: him. 


» Nehem, viii. 3 hi | Acts xi. . 
2 Tim. i. 17. | 1 * 
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, ; ow — din pity the Par 


Y: Charity will gin the wad and d. Breſe- 


ed, and carry it tenderly toward chem, a after 


it finds them out. 

If there be among youa poor man of one 
of thy brethren, within any of thy gates, 
te in thy land which the Lord thy Gop giv- 
ce eth thee, thou ſhalt not harden thy heart, 
« nor ſhut thy hand from thy poor bro- 
ce ther a. Hence it is that we find Chari- 
ty deſcribed ſometimes by < having pity on 
e the poor b. Sometimes by © ſhewing 
«© mercy to them: The righteous ſheweth 


« mercy and lendeth . And many places 


there are of the like import. 
Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, fay- 


< ing, ſhew mercy and compaſſion every 


L 


« man to his brother d. And our Saviour 


in the parable ſays, © ſhouldſt not thou have 


* had compaſſion on thy fellow. ſervant, e- 
« ven as J had pity on thee ©?” The Scrip- 


ture abounds with advices and directions to 


keep a tender heart, and to put on bowels of 


mercy, and to weep with them that weep, and 
to ſyrapathize with the afiz#ea, and the like. 


4. Charity will do every ching it can, with 


propriety, to relieve the poor and neceſſitous, 
as well as pity them. 


« If a brother or ſiſter be naked); and 


Deut. xv. 7. „ Prov. xix. 17. © Pſal. xxxvii. 21. 
Tech. vii. 9. Matth. xvii. 33. 1 
Z | <«« cdeltitute 


c 1 7 ** 


It will relieve the Poor. 115 

« deſtitute of daily food, and one of you 
« ſay unto them, depart in peace, be ye warm- 
« ed, and filled; notwithſtanding ye give 
“them not thoſe things which are needful 
“ to the body; what doth it profitf?” 
The ſeveral kinds of relief which ſhould 
be afforded to the poor and diſtreſſed, are 
ſummed up by our Saviour, in his repreſent- 
ing the account that ſhall be taken of them in 
the laſt judgment. I was an hungred, and 
* ye gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye 
* gave me drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye 
“ took me in: naked, and ye cloathed me: 
« I was ſick, and ye viſited me: I was in 
te priſon, and ye came unto me 8. 
For each of theſe, we have particular di- 
rections in Scripture. It is required that we 
communicate neceſſary food to thoſe that want 


it. The bleſſing of him that was ready 


« to periſb came upon me h. Thou ſhalt 
<« not gather the gleanings of thy harveſt, 
* and thou ſhalt not glean thy vineyard: 
4 Thou ſhalt leave them for the poor and 
« ſtranger i.” Is not this the faſt that I 
4 have choſen? To deal thy bread to the 
“ hungry, and that thou bring the poor that 
* is caſt out, to thy houſe ? When thou ſeeſt 
ce the naked, that thou cover him, and that 
e thou hide not thy ſelf from thine own 
« fleſhk,” This very conſideration of rich 


f Jam. ii. 15, 16. © Matth. xxv. 35, 36. “ Job xxix. 13. 
mo. Q2 and 
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216 Several hindi'of Relief. 


and poor being in the ſame mould and ori- 
ginal, made Fob careful to clear himſelf 
__ the ſuſpicion. of ©. withholding: the 
from their deſire; and of eating his 


ec morſel alone; and the fatherleſs not eat- 


i ing thereof l. He alſo adds, as the Pro- 
phet /a:ab does in the place juſt quoted, 
& that he had not ſeen any periſh for want 
* of cloathing, nor poor without covering; 
te but their loins were preſently refreſhed; 
and they bleſſed him the good man] that 
« warmed nean wich the loves at of his 
*:theep mo 57 bt 

As to — or W * 8 
—— for the deſtitute and ſtrangers, 706 


fays, that the ſtranger did not lodge in the 


ee ſtreets, but he opened his — to the 
« traveller -. When there were no ſuch 


| accommodations as now there are, at inns 


and publick houſes, it was a noble inſtance 
of Charity to lodge and entertain thoſe that 
were caſt into ſtrange places. And it is 
ſill great Charity to aſſiſt ſuch, in procur- 
ing lodgings for themſelves, who muſt other 
wiſe be caſt into the ſtreets. 

In the firſt ſettling of Chriſtianity there 
was particular encouragement given to thoſe 
that were willing to entertain ſtrangers. |< Be 


5 not forgetful to entertain ſtrangers, for 


thereby ſome have entertained Angels un- 


Job xxxi. 16, 17. » Thid. ver. 19, 202 
5 Ibid. ver. 32. 


* e awares, ” # 


Several kinds of Relief. | 117 


« awares ®.” Had not this been inculcated, 


and well received in the world at that time, 


Chriſtianity could never have ſpread: For 


the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and: firſt propa- 


gators of the chriſtian religion, were obliged 


to travel as ſtrangers from one city to ano- 


cher, and from one kingdom and quarter of 
the world to another. And fill it is the caſe 
of many an afflicted, perſecuted Chriſtian, to 
be driven from his own houſe, and friends; 
and to live upon the kindneſs and charity of 


thoſe, amongſt whom he becomes a ſojourner. 


Viſiting, and helping the „t and pea 
is a great branch of Charity. The voice 
nature and neceſſity is ſo ſtrong in this caſe, 
that when the ſhepherds of J/-ael are re- 
proached for their unfaithfulneſs in their of- 
fice, their iniquity is expoſed by the hard- 


- 


neſs and barbarity of thoſe ihat leave the 


diſeaſed, and wandering, and broken, to pe- 
riſh and be loſt, without any concern about 
them. The diſeaſed have ye nor ſtrength- 
te ened; neither have ye healed that which 


* was fick, neither have ye bound up that 
* which was broken, neither have ye brought 


& again that which was driven away ?.” In 
another place, I will raiſe up a ſhepherd 


cc in the land which ſhall not viſit thoſe 
* that be cut off, or hidden; neither fhall 


© ſeek.the young one, nor heal that that is 


broken, nor feed or bear that which ſtand- 


» Heb, xiii, 2. * Egck. xaxiv, 4 4 
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118 Several kinds of Relief. 


« eth ſtill a. Our Saviour on the contra- 


ry has done great honour to the name of a 
Samaritan, for his helping one that was 
« half dead: Going to him; binding up his 
« wounds; pouring in oil and wine; bring- 


« ing him to an inn, and ordering all ne- 
ce ceſſaries to be provided for him there, in 
* order to a perfect recovery at his own ex- 


c pence *.” A vaſt number of Chriſt's mira- 
cles were wrought for the healing of the fich. 
And, to add no more, that of the P/a/m:/t 
which in our common tranſlation is rendered 
Por, [when it is ſaid, bleſſed is he that con- 
ſidereth the poor, ] is more properly thought 
by others to ſignify the /c and weak. And 
indeed it well ſuits with one part of the 
bleſſing afterward promiſed, that ſuch a one 
c ſhall be ſtrengthened, when he comes to 
lie upon a bed of languiſhing himſelf *, ” 

The laſt inſtance of actual relief recom- 
mended in the Goſpel (as above) is coming 
to, and comforting the impriſoned or confined, 
and conſequently doing what we can to pro- 
cure their liberty. Where any are ſeiſed and 
arreſted for debt; if they humble themſelves, 


and promiſe their utmoſt endeavours to 


make payment upon allowing them time; 
their being detained in a priſon till the debt 
is diſcharged, ſtands expreſsly condemned 
for want of Charity and compaſſion .. And 


1 Zechar. xi. 16. Luke x. 30, 34, 35. 
Pal. xl. 1, 2, 3. Matth. xviii. 29, 30. | 
1 where 
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where it would be no hurt to a creditor, 
Charity is repreſented going ſo far, as rather 
wholly to forgive a debt, than conſume a 
man's days in priſon for it. Deliver the 
“ ſpoiled out of the hand of the oppreſſor v. 
Where men have pledged their goods, or 
eſtates, and fall into miſery by that means for 
want of ability to redeem them, there relief 
is to be given by reſtoring the pledge upon 
the eaſieſt terms that may be. This is men- 
tioned three times in one chapter, as a neceſ- 
ſary fruit and effect of righteouſneſs. He 
4 hath reſtored to the debtor his pledge v. 
Where men are impriſoned for the ſake of 
their integrity and a good conſcience, it is a 
neceſſary part of Charity in all the views of 
it, there to viſit them, and do all we can 
for their deliverance. © I was in priſon, 
 (fays Chriſt) © and ye came unto me; which 


he after explains by aſſuring them that 


“ inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
« the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
«* done it unto me*. Remember them that 
«© are in bonds, as bound with them; and 
ce them which ſuffer adverſity, as being your- 
ce ſelves alſo in the body 7. 
In common life, one perſon cannot be 
ſuppoſed to abound in al theſe acts of Cha- 
rity; but as we are providentially called to 
the exerciſe of any of them, and according 
1 Jer. xii. 3. v Ezek. xviii. 7, 12, 16. 
* Matth. xxv. 49. “ Heb. iii. 3. 
SS | . to 
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to the ability Gov gives, e {howld be wit 


ting and welt difpofed to help them that 
need, in one or ore of 'theſe inſtances/ 
And they that have large eftates, or a great 


deal of leiſure, may do very kind and great 


things in every particular we have mentioned. 
10 this ler me add, that unge acts of 
kindnets. ſhould not content thoſe who have 
wealth enough to help people out of their 
neceſſities, and at the ſame time to preferve 
them from future extremities. The righte- 


ous doth not only ſhew mercy and give, 


* bur he is ever merciful and lendetb . 
Fe contrives for continuing Charities, and 
ſuch as may render his mercy perpe- 
tal. He is ever merciful, lending to the 
poor and needy, or placing in the lands of 
others ſums: of money for their uſe and ſer- 
vice, Under this head all thoſe Charities 
come, that make proviſion for the employ- 
ment of the poor, and putting them into ways 
to provide for themſelves; and the build- 
ing of houſes for lodging, feeding, and cloath- 
ing the aged, maimed, and diſtreſſed. Fheſe 
we commonly call Work- houfes, and Alms- 


houſes. And to the ſame branch of Charity | 
belong Hoſpitals, and other” buildings for 


the c and diſtracted; where continual pro- 
viſion is made for their healing and ſupport. 
It is a pity that any man ſhould confine his 
religion to theſe things, and expect to make 

5 2 Plal. xxxvii. 26. LE 


heaven 


And it is a thouſand pities that any of theſe 
Charities ſhould be abuſed by thoſe that are 
_ entruſted with the management of them. But 
this however is an evident truth, that to re- 
lieve the hungry, and thirſty, and naked; 
and to build conveniencies for lodging the 
poor, and fick, and maimed; and to redeem 
priſoners and captives; and to contrive all, 
ſo as to ſerve the purpoſes of religion, and 
to * true piety, and the ſalvation of 
ſouls, is by ſo much the greater and more 
valuable Charity, as it is continued, and ſo 
may preſerve its objects from falling back 
into miſeries, and extremities. A 


4. Charity will put men upon contriving 
their affairs and expences, fo as to have ſome- 

thing ready for all neceſſary occaſions. 
When it is faid © the good man ſheweth 
favour and lendeth, in order to this it is 
immediately added, He will guide his af- 
« fairs with diſcretion; ” or with judg- 
ment. The liberal are deſcribed by the 
Prophet as © devi/ing liberal things b. They 
forecaſt and contrive for it. Exactly agree- 
able to this, the Apoſtle writes to the Corin- 
thians; © Let every one of you, lay by him 
in ſtore,” as Gop hath proſpered him e. 
Not only be ready to give to the poor ſaints, 
but /ay up a ſecret ſtore for good uſes, To 
* Plal, cxii. 5. \ d Iſai; xxxii, 8, © 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
2 . pro- 
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heaven to himſelf purely by ſuch donations: 
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122 Charity is ever ready to do god. 
provide ſuch a ſtock, our Saviour bids one 
of his followers, © ſell that thou haſt and 
*« giye to the poor 9,” And St. Paulwould 
have thoſe that live upon their labour, © to 
« work with their hands the thing that is 
ce good, that they may have ſomething to 
c diſtribute to him that needeth ©.” This 
is elſewhere required to flow from a fixed 
principle, and ſettled purpoſe of the heart, 
Every man according as he purpoſeth in 
ce his heart, fo let him give f. It is or- 
 dered by a wiſe Providence that the poor 
ſhall never ceaſe; and for this very reaſon 

| Gop would have ſtated and liberal ſupplies 
provided for them, “ For the poor ſhall 
never ceaſe out of the land; therefore I 
. command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open 
< thy hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 
* poor and to thy needy in thy land . 
The quota pars of a man's gains or eſtate, 


which ſhould be devoted to charitable uſes, 


(conſidering it as diſtinct from the contribu. 
tions to offices of piety, and to ſupport the 
worſhip of Gop, and the miniſters of religion) 
muſt be left to every  perfon's own prudence 
and faith, and to a careful conſulting the ex- 
amples of good men that have well weigh- 
ed this ſubject, and experimentally proved 
the advantages of attending to it. 


* Matth. xix. 21, * Eph. iv. 28. 
* 2 Cor. ix. 5. Deut. xv. 11. 
1 


5. Cha- 
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5. Charity will always ſhew itſelf well 
pleaſed with acts of goodneſs, and with op- 
portunities of contributing. ſeaſonably and 
ſuitably to them that need. | 
| © Thou ſhalt ſurely give to thy poor bro- 
* ther, and thine heart ſhall not be grieved 
< when thou giveſt unto him; becauſe that 
* for this thing the Lord ſhall bleſs thee in 
te all thy works, and all in that thou putteſt 


'« thine hand unto b. He that ſheweth 


© mercy, muſt do it with chearfulneſs. And 
he muſt not only diſtribute in caſes of ab- 
« ſolute neceſſity, but muſt be given to hoſ- 
e pitality i. Add to this, that if there be 
« firſt a willing mind, it is accepted accord- 
e ing.to that a man hath, and not accord- 
© ing to that he hath not l. Thoſe that 
te are rich, ſtand charged not only to do 
« good, and be rich in good works, but to 
* be ready and willing to communicate to 
© others l. We muſt. not give grudgingly, 
« for Gop loveth a chearful giver: And he 
« is able to make all grace abound towards 
4 you, that ye always having all-ſufficiency 
« in all things may abound to every good 
«© work m. Uſe hoſpitality one to another 


_ © without grudging *. 


Further; proper ſeaſons and opportuni- 
ties of relieving the poor, make every gift 
| b Deut. xv. 10. 4 Rom. xii. &:'29-: -* x Ci viii. 12. 


1 1 Tim. vi. 18. 2 Cor. ix. 7, 8. 1 Pet. iv. 9. 
R 2 a double 
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124 Charity doth all as to Gev. 
a double act of kindneſs and Charity. As 


« we have opportunity let us do good o 
Seaſonable and ſuitable Charities, ſhew more 


of wiſdom and contrivance in the giver, 
excite greater thankfulneſs in the receiver, 
and have moſt of Gop in the very actions 
themſelves. Obſerve alſo, that an — — 


tunity for Charity which is more extenfruely 


beneficial, or which may more ſignally pro- 
mote the good of the mf pious Chriſtians, 


is to be preferred to a more private reſtrained 


Charity. We muſt therefore ſtudy © to do 
« good to all men, eſpecially unto them who 
« are of the houſhold of faith o. He who 


« hath a bountiful | eye ſhall be bleſſed 2. 
6. True Charity will do all as to "We 


hoping for nothing again from 459%. who are 
relieved by it. 

« When thou doſt chine alms do not 
* ſound a trumpet before thee, as the hypo- 
ce crites do, in the ſynagogues and in the 
te ſtreets, that they may have glory of men. 
« Verily I fay unto you, they have their re- 
ce ward. But when thou doſt alms let not 


© thy left hand know what. thy right hand 


« doth: That thine alms may be in ſecret; 
ce and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall 


c reward thee openly 4.” No charitable con- 


tributions ſhould be made publick for oſten- 


tation fake, and to gain applauſe of men. 


Gal. vi, 10. f Prov. xxii. 9. 4 Matth. vi. 2, 3, 4- 
For 


Charity dothall as to Goo. 125 
For if this be the reward aimed at it, will be 
accounted of as a reward ſaſſicient, for them 
who look no higher in their good actions 
than the preſent world. But they that have 
ſuch a love to acts of mercy and goodneſs, 
that they can take pleaſure in helping and 
relieving others without any expectation of 
praiſe or reward from men; yea can do all 
with ſo ſtrong a faith in Gon, and commit 
themſelves wholly to him, chat one hand 
ſhall take no knowledge, nor ſet down to any 
account for this life, what the other hand 
does; there our Father who ſees in ſecrer, 
will himſelf openly reward ſuch humble 
merciful ſouls. 

We are not from hence to cons! ude, that 
our Saviour forbids publick Charities.. N 0, 
he elſwhere greatly encourages them; parti- 
cularly when he ſat to take notice 'of the 
gifts that were caſt into the 7reaſury. Upon 
which occaſion he commends the poor wi- 
dow, that in ſo publick a way © caſt in all 
« the living that ſhe had r. 

A publick a& of Charity may be Jane 
with as pure a regard to Gop only, and to 
that reward which comes from him, as a 
ſecret contribution. And there may be as 
little oſtentation in what is done publickly, 
as in things done privately. Secret gifts and 
preſents may ſometimes be more talked of 
afterward, and procure more fame under 

7 Luke xxi. begin. 
a lctle 


226 Charity doth all as ta Gov. 


a little good management than publick Cha- 
rities do. Conſider further, that publick 
examples of Charity are neceffary in ſome 
caſes, to excite others, and to promote the 


_ lory of Gop, as well as the good of 


ut let the acts of Charity be open, 
or 2 yet the intention muſt be one and 
ehe fame, if we would pleaſe Gon. To 


prove our ſelves true Chriſtians, and ſound 


believers of another life after this, all muſt 
be entirely referred to Gon, and the promiſes 
that he hath given us. 

Our Saviour hath put this into very plain 
terms, under the metaphor of inviting gueſts 
to a feaſt, © When thou makeſt a feaſt, 
u call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
ec blind; and thou ſhalt be bleffed. For 
they cannot ene, wget thee; for thou 
* ſhalt be recompenſed at the reſurrection 


« of the juſt. And St. Fohn has put of 


Charity in communicating this world's 1157 
to them that need, 1 1 rinciple of 


to Gop. © Whoſo hath this world's 1 


© and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhut- 
tc teth up his bowels of compaſſion from 
« him, how dwelleth the love of Gop in 
« himt?” With this view of doing all as 


to Gon, and looking for our reward only 


from him, we are told, . He that hath pi- 
4 ty on the poor, lendeth to the Lord; and 


© that which he hath given, will he pay 
, a en | 
» Luke xiv. 13, 14. * 1 John iii. 17. ? Pro. xix. 17. 


Charity will continue todo good. 127 


7. Charity will comtmue in ſuch a courſe 
as this, without dir or wearineſs. = 
This branch of righteouſneſs is faid to 
remain for ever. Nothing will deſtroy it, 
where it is once prudently and chearfully 
practiſed, nor will the happy fruits and ef- 
fects of it be ever loſt. © He hath diſper- 
« ſed abroad, he hath given to the poor, 
cc his righteouſneſs remaineth for ever v. 
For ſuch there is ſucceſsful interceſſion made. 
« Now he that miniſtreth ſeed to the ſower, 
ce both miniſter bread for your food, and 
© multiply your ſeed ſown, and encreaſe 
ce the fruits of your righteouſneſs *,” As 
a huſbandman, in a good harveſt, has not 
only corn enough to ſupply his family with 
bread, but enough to ſow his ground with 
afreſh, and to carry alſo to market to ſupply 
the wants of others; ſo will it be with thoſe 
that ſow in Charity. And as their ſtock en- 
creaſes, the fruits of their righteouſneſs will 
encreaſe too. ” 
Therefore St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the 
Galatians, applies this admonition ſpecially 
to acts of liberality, that we ſhould ne- 
ver be weary of them. For he that ſoweth 
te to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corrup- 
ce tion: But he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, 
« ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And 
let us not be weary in well-doing; for in 
* 2 Cor. ix. 9. Ibid. ver. 10. 
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« due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not, 
« Ye have miniſtred to the ſaints, and do 
e miniſter: And we deſire that every one of 
ce you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the full 
e aſſurance of hope unto the end =, ”/ 


8. To promote true Charity there ought 


to be a juſt ſenſe of the miſeries that attend 
the uncharitable, and the bleſſings promiſed 


to the kind and merciful. 


Many of thoſe texts of Scripture which 


ſpeak both ways, have been quoted already. 
But there are ſeveral others of great weight, 


and importance, that I ſhall here ſet down, 


both in general, and ſpecial declarations. 
Moſt of them belong to this laſt branch of 
Charity, and therefore I chooſe to place 


them here. But they ought to be applied 


to the diſpoſition of mercy and goodneſs, 
as it takes in all the foregoing branches of 
Charity in the former ſeckions. The great- 
eſt bleſſings attend this heavenly diſpoſition, 
and the greateſt curſes and miſeries ariſe 
from its contrary. 


The puniſhments of the wncharitable 


are very great, both in this, and a future 


world. | | 
A cruel temper is a torment and trouble 


to it ſelf. He that is cruel, troubleth his 


« own fleſh z, ” 


Y Gal. vi. 8, 9h. 2 Heb. vi. 10, 11. * Prov, xi. 17. 


He 


= 


# 


. 
He chat thinks to grow rich by uncha- 
ritableneſs, ſhall be diſappointed, and be- 
come poor. There is that with-holdeth 
« more than is meet, and it tendeth to po- 
ce verty b. » | ; 4 | 
He that had no compaſſion for another, 
ſhall find none when he cries and ſeeks it for 


himſelf. Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears at the 
« cries of the poor, he allo ſhall cry himſelf, 


ee and ſhall not be heard . Wo to them that 
« are at caſe in Zion, that drink wine in 
« bowls, that anoint themſelves with chief 
«< ointments; but they are not grieved for 


the affliction of Joſeph i. Their hearts 


do not enter into the conſideration of others 


diftrefles. -; 1 lh n 
 Unmerciful people lie under a common 
odium. He that giveth to the poor, ſhall 


not lack; but he that hideth his eyes, 


e ſhall have many a curſe ©” Not meer- 


ly the profane, and wicked poor, will vent 
their curſes; (for thoſe do more hurt to ſuch 
wretches rhemſelves than to others, and ſhew 
them to be miſcreants;) but many a real 
curſe the uncharitable ſhall meet with, and 


find and feel to be a curſe to them. 


And then as to a future ſtate, tis moſt 
awfully and peremptorily determined, That 
« he ſhall have judgment without mercy, 
ho hath ſhewed no mercy: And at the 
- » Prov. zi. 25, lid. inte © Amos vi, 1-6. 


Prov. xxvill. 27. . 1 
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* 3 The Buſan of the Charitable. 


'« ſame'time in the caſe of others, he ſhall 
4 ſee mercy rejoicing, or glorying againſt 


« judgment f.” Thoſe whom Chriſt will 


judge for their unmerciful conduct at the 
laſt, will fall under that dreadful ſentence, 


* Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire pre- 


< pared for the devil and his angels : For I 


was an hungred, and ye gave me no 


« meat, c. And while with hard and 


ſtupid hearts they turn and ask their Lord, 
When ſaw we thee an hungred, or athirſt, 
< or a ſtranger, or naked, or fick, or in 


« priſon and did not miniſter unto thee? 
They are thus convicted and condemned, 
Inaſmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
« leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me: And 
« theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment s. A dreadful 2 of an uncha- 
ritable we 


on the oth wind: Charity las the pro- 


miſe of the greateſt and beſt of bleſſi N "gs, both 


for time, and eternity. 

In the general, © bleſſed are the merciful, 
for they ſhall obtain mercy h. God is not 
e unrighteous to forget your work: and la- 


<« bour of love, which ye have ſhewed towards 
« his name, in that ye have miniſtred to 
_ « the ſaints, and do miniſter i. + He that 
« ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly : And 


Jam. ii. 13. Matth. xxv. Megs; bia. . 7. 
« he 


2 8 N 


We Bl effedneſs of the Charitable. 131 


« he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap 
c bountifully k. J 2 

As to particular bleflings ; ; acts of Mercy 
and Charity, have ſometimes returns of the 
like things that are communicated. -«< The 
« liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, and he 


© who watereth, ſhall be watered alſo him- 


« ſelf 1. If the returns be not ſpeedy yet 
they are ſure. © Caſt thy bread upon the 
« waters, for thou ſhalt find it after many 
ef days w. 

If there be not returns in kind, there will 


| 10 an equivalent, or that which is better. 


Cornelius a devout man who gave much 
alms unto the people, had an Angel from 
Heaven ſent to him, to tell him © his prayer 
* was heard, and his alms were had in re- 
e membrance in the ſight of Gop a. Re- 
miſſion of fins, and the bleſſings of the Goſ- 

pel were brought to his houſe. Oh! how 
many ſpiritual bleſſings might a kind, and 

merciful, and liberal ſpirit enjoy ? St. Paul 


. aſſures. the Philippians, that in return 


< to their liberality, Gon ſhould ſupply all 
% their need, according to his riches in n glo- 


„ ry by Chriſt Jeſus o. 


If the merciful and charitable man fall 


into afflictions and troubles, he is aſſured 


that © the Lord will deliver him in the 
- ws. of evil; and will preſerve him, and 


* 2 Cor. ix: 6. 1 Prov. xi. 25. m Eccleſ. xi. 1. 
1 2 31, Ee. 19, 5 
5555 8 2 « keep 


* 


7 Ti The Bleſſedneſs 7 the Charitable: 
< keep him alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed up- 


% on the earth; and thou wilt not deliver 


him into the will of his enemy r. 
- Surprizing turns of mercy are allotted to 


ſuch. © If thou draw out thy ſoul unto the 
0 hung and ſatisfy the afflicted ſoul; then 

iy By ht oy in obſcurity ” (at a time 
when there is no proſpect of it) © and thy 
c darkneſs be as the noon day. And Gon 


« ſhall 


« ſhall guide thee continually 4.” 


- Goodneſs and Charity keep the mind 


always in a comfortable happy frame. He 
** that hath mercy on the poor, happy is 
her. He ſhall not be afraid of evil- tid- 
e ings: His heart is fixed, truſting in the 
« Lord. Remember the words of our 
“Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, it is more * 
* to give than to receive. 

The name, and memory, of uch is de- 


Ughtful. « The righteous ſhall be had in 
« everlaſting remembrance ” And their 
poſterity, and families, ſhall be bleſſed after 
them. He that is merciful and lends his 
18 ſeed is bleſſed s“. 


Finally; If we lock to a future judgment 


Sad an crerna ſtate, the great Judge will 
ſay to thoſe on his right hand, (for there 


the. merciful and charitable ſhall be placed) 


4 Come 1 bleſſed of hom. F _ inherit ns 


* pfl. al. I, 2, 14 Iviii. 8 Prov. XIV. 21. 


* Pfal. exii. 7. ba _ XX. 5 1 Pal. exii. 6. 


* " Ibid. xxxvii. a 
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« kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
« dation of the world: Fo or I was an hungred 
and ye gave me meat : And ſo he goes 
on recounting and publiſhing the inſtances 


of Charity before deſcribed. In another 


lace our Saviour ſays, Make to your ſelves 
« friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſ- 


ce neſs, that when ye fail, thoſe friends may 
c receive you into everlaſting habitations 7,” 


Thoſe that are rich in good works are ſaid 
« to lay up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
“ foundation for the time to come, chat 


« they may lay hold on eternal life =.” In 


ſuch a caſe, our Saviour expreſsly ſays, G — 


* * ſhalt haye treaſure in heaven 3. 


Thus I have _ through the Sultan | 
account of "Charity, as it hath reſpe& to the 


wants of others, and doing all we can to 


relieve them, with the rules and: encourage 
ments laid down for the practice of it. If 
you deſpiſe and neglect theſe advices, that 


book out of which they are taken, and by 


which you are to be judged, will produce 


them all againſt you, at the are Day of 


Accounts. Fo 
We have ohe rule chat binds upon us, all 
that has been ſaid. With-hold not good 


* from him; to whom it is due, when it is 


&« ind cen pores inne hand to do it b. of 


* Matth. XXV. 34 ES Luke 2 xvi. g. 
" 1 Tim. vi. TP 5; 2 Luke xvill. 22. Þ Prov. iii. 27. 
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134 Of Love to Enemies. 


Not only what is 74, but what is good, 7 
ſhould be looked upon as a debt to our fel- 
low-creatures and fellow-Chriſtians. With- 
out this we cannot fulfil all e ry 


ANG ALS SALA AGA 5 


NR e N VI. 


A Diſcourſe on Charity, as it eu- 
trends 10 Enemies, and 2 aher 


| hate us. 


H Ar we may riſe to 55 ens of 
love, and to the higheſt pitch of good- 


neſs which our religion propoſeth, we muſt 


ſet before us that rule of our Saviour, I ſay 
unto you which hear, love your enemies. 
4 do good to them which hate you. I 
ſhall therefore add an entire ſermon on this 
* to che other accounts of Charity. 


There * FL 0 enmity and il-will 


prevailing in the world; and the ſpirit of 


the world is ſo much got into the church 


of Chriſt, that we have great need to learn 


this lefſon. Many occaſions we have for 
the practice of it; one or other hatred ap- 
pearing and working againſt us, in one form 


or another, almoſt daily. The more true 


c Luke vi. +. : 
pup 
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piety decays, the more will broeluily love 
languiſh and die away; becauſe the chief 
morives to love, and the proving helps of 
of it are taken away. 

The chief motives and helps to benevo- 
lence are, the love of Gon and Chriſt, and 


the high value which the Goſpel reaches - 


Chriſtians to put upon each other's ſouls; 


and their uniting in good actions, and in the 


ſame glorious. bopes. Theſe chings being 
loſt in a dying ſtate of piety, the principles 
and motives of hatred and enmity muſt be 
PRI to work more and more. 

But whilſt degenerate apoſtatizing ſouls 


£0 grow into a contempt of their own nature, 
P 


as well as of all natures ſuperior to them, 


angelical and divine; and whilſt they in 


dulge themſelves in their hateful and bating 
temper toward the righteous; good men, 
on the other hand, will be improving in all 
the diſpoſitions of eſteem and goodneſs, ſhe w- 
ing their gentleneſs and benevolence even to 
thoſe that hate and deſpiſe them. The more 
we are renewed in. the ſpirit of our minds, 
the more ſhall we get above all hatreds, and 
'thall be filled with an invinciblèe Charity. As 
evil is the counter-worker, and blaſt of good- 
neſs; ſo are contention, and enmity, the 
-poiſon of love. Bur if evil, and enmity it 


ſelf, are too weak to overcome a ſpirit of 


re then, is the Chriſtian perfect, as his 


15 1 in heaven is perfect. | 8 
2.3 I | In 


OV 


* . | * 


2. 2 is that Enemy ave are to love, 
In diſcourſing on this ſubject of love to 
evemics, it is very fit to enquire, urge 


I. Who is that enemy the ſeriprure r. re- 

quires us to love? 

II. What expreſſions of | does the 
word of Gop coin. and odlige us to, in 
this caſe? 

III. When may che reaſoaableachs of 
this e be made to pes Po js oma 


41 Who! is that enemy che Scriprure would 
have us to love? 

This cannot be meant of a publick enemy 
to our country, and to the church and, peo- 
ple of Gop.. For the vile perſon is contemn- 
ed (not loved, but abhorred 'and deſpiſed) 
-by him who is a true member and citizen of 
Zion, or of the kingdom of Chriſt. Hence 
It is that prayers for the deſtruction of ſuch 

enemies, and for the juſt judgment of Gop 
to fall upon them, are frequently recorded in 
Scripture. Chriſtianity it ſelf requires that 
we on no communion, or tellowſhip, with 
the workers of iniquity; of whom it is ſaid, 
chat Gon himſelf hates them; and, as far 
as any are wicked, he would have them iche 
objects of our hatred too. 

Buc yet if our benevolence and 8 
follow che examples of Gop, and Chriſt, 
we ſhall learn to have compaſſion on the 
| * of men, while 
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- * 1 1 1 45 f 5 1 $1 
tion of their Yices. So that we ſhould ne- 


ver treat a publick enemy, with private ha- 
tred and abhotrence. Our oppoſition to 
him, and attempts againſt him, muſt be all 
in a generous and publick way, not in any 


vile perſonal cruelties, calumnies, or trea- 
„ „„ | 
The enemy that the Scripture would have 
us to love, is one that ſhews a perſonal di/- 
gut, and diſlike to us. Yea one that may 
go fo far, as to expreſs a perſonal hatred of 
us. In our text, one clauſe mentions ene- 
mies; the next, them that hate you. The 
enemy here deſcribed is, one that through 
envy, and ill-will, treats us with reviling 
language, and with curſes: One that does 
very ill things, and carries it with cruelty, 
where he has it in his power to uſe us hard- 
ly. And all this may be repeated, and con- 
tinued in, without making us any amends 
for the injuries done us, or repenting of his 
diſingenuous unrighteous treatment of us. 
I do not in this place recite the particular 


texts of Scripture where the enemy that a 


good man is required to love ſtands thus 
deſcribed, becauſe they will come in more 
fully, and ſo as to direct our practice under 
the next general head. 


II. What expreſſions of love does the 
word of Gop enjoin, toward thoſe that per- 
ſonally hate us, and are enemies to us? 

| | The Ml 
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In the general, chriſtian love teacheth us 


to think, and en and act, juſt the con- 
trary to what hatred and enmity inſpire. 
Where men are governed by ſuch a prevail- 


ing evi nature, we are to 1 a Pe 


good nature. 


Ye have Heid that it hach Wa fad; 


Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour and hate 
* thine enemy. But I fay unto Jus love 


« your enemies; bleſs them that Pg e YR ; 


« do good to them that hate you, and pray: 


« for them which deſpitefully uſe you ©. a, 
Beſide the general precept here given, of lov- 
ing enemies, the ſeveral progs and marks of | 


their enmity are laid down; and the ex- 
preſſions of love, are to be juſt the reverſe. 


That is, good words, for bad; bleſſing, for 
curſing; and good actions, for actions of ha- 


tred; and prayers for the Better 1855 of thoſe, 
that look upon us only with ſpite, or with 
perſecuting rage and Gbr, 5 | 

Theſe particulars are diſtinctly enforced 


in other places of Scripture. 


Firſt, We are to have good words always 


upon our tongues, however others may utter 


words that are vile and evil. . St. Peter 


would have every Chriſtian inure himſelf 
to oppoſe bad temper, and bad language, 


with kindneſs, and bleſſings. Not render- 
« ing evil for evil, or railing for railing, but 
«© contrarywiſe blefling ; knowing gk ye are 


4 Matth. v. 43, 44. N 3 | 
c ere- 


a a _—__ "hs 6 % elk s ance” is 


* 1 ** 


CDP 
T 0 


* 


. Vs. 


7 Av a5 
Bey 4 


Wen 


* 


; are required 70 Eil 1739 
«. thereunto one that ye ſhould inherit a 
«* blefling © ” It is the very calling of a 


Chriſtian, to bear teſtimony againſt the rail- 
ing and evil ſpirit of the world, by his ut- 


tering nothing but bleſſings. In this caſe we 
are not to content ourſelves with blefling /ome, 
and curſing others; but to ſhew a continual 
kindneſs, in our language and converſation, 


toward all men. When St. James ſpeaks of 


men that both bleſſed and curſed, he tells 


them that this was by no means allowable 


in the chriſtian ſtate. © Out of the ſame 


mouth proceedeth bleſſing and curſing; 


* oy brethren, theſe clings ought not ſo to 
ec * 

Again: The Scripture expreſsly requires 
to ſet good actions toward others, againſt their 
actions that are evil and injurious to us. 
e Do good to them which hate you. If 
* thou meet thine enemy's ox, or aſs, go- 
ing aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring him 
* back again tohims,” The reaſon of the 
thing is the ſame, in any good turn that you 
are capable of doing to an evil, and hating 
man. If chine enemy be hungry, give 
. | ae bread to eat; and if he be thirſty, 

ive him water to drink b.“ This is quoted 
by St. Paul in his epiſtle to the Romans; and 


recommended to Chriſtians, inſtead of acts 


of vengeance, and returns of evil. © Re- 


* 1 Pet. iii. iam. ii. 10. s Exod. xxill. 4. 
El Proy. XXV. 21. K | 
| 3 * compenſe 
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e compenſe to no man evil for evil. Avenge 
not yourſelves, but rather give place unto 


<« wrath: For it is written, vengeance is 


% mine, I will repay, faith the Lord of hoſts. 
« Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed 
« him; if he thirſt, give him drink i.“ 
Since Go is the avenger of all wrongs and 
enmities, therefore don't fall i in with a tem- 
per, and conduct, like that of your enemy's; 
bur feed him, and help him, and leave it 
to Gop to judge between your conduct and 
that of your enemy. 

Thirdly, In this benignity or kindneſ of 


words and actions, the Scripture requires we 


ſhould be caged « Be not overcome 


c of evil, but overcome evil with good. k. 
Our love and goodneſs ſhould be ſuch, ag 


that evil may never get the power over us. 


Tt ſhould be ſomething invincible. See 


« that none render evil for evil unto any 
« man; but ever follow chat which is good, 
ce both amongſt yourſelves and unto all 


« men l. This we are required to carry 


ſo far, as not to retain a ſecret grudge, that 
ſhould make us 2 for any evil to befal any 


man. Thou ſhalt not avenge, nor bear 


% any grudge againſt the children of thy 
60 people; but thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 


« as thy ſelf n. This muſt now be under- 
ſtood, according to the goſpel deſcription of 


Rom. xii. 17, 19, 20. * Ibid. ver. 21. 
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a neighbou Job diſclaims the rejoicing at 
the * deſtruction of the man that hated 
« him.” And he did not lift up himſelf, 
in any triumph or boaſting, when evil found 
out ſuch an enemy: © neither (faith he) have 


“ ſuffered my mouth to ſin by wiſhing 


« a curſe to his ſoul a. 
Hence it is that Solomon makes it a max- 
im in life: © Rejoice not when thine ene- 
e my falleth, and let not thine heart be 
te glad when he ſtumbleth . 
But notwithſtanding this inward goodneſs, 
and freedom from all rancour and grudging, 


and avoiding ill wiſhes toward him that hates 
us: : And notwithſtanding the good wards, 


and good actions, that we are to return to 


all evil when proper occaſions offer: yet 
we are by no means to take ſuch into our 
boſoms, or to contract any intimacy with them. 
For 

Fourthly, The Scripture expreſsly requires 
our keeping out of the way of all familiari- 


ty with ſuch tempers; and to have no fel- 


ſowſhip with thoſe, that love and practiſe 
evil and miſchief. © Go from the preſence 
« of a fooliſh man, when thou perceiveſt 
ce not the lips of knowledge ?. Make no 
« friendſhip with an angry man: And with a 
« furious man thou ſhalt not go, leſt thou 
« learn his ways, and get a ſnare unto thy 


8 Job xxxi. 29, 30. © Prov. xxiv. 17. 
Prov. xiv. 7. 0 
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* ſbul 4. Be not thou envious a gainſt evil 
« men, "ct defire to be with them: For 
« their heart ſtudiech deſtruction, and their 
i lips talk of miſchief . Whereyer that 
temper and converſation is, a good man 
ſhould chooſe to have nothing to do. Do 
« not I hate them that hate thee, O Lord, 
am not 1 grieved with thoſe chat riſe K 
« apainſt thee? T hate them with perfec 
e hatred, I count them mine enemies 8 
The averfion there encouraged, to thoſe vile 
and odious characters which make men ha- 
ters of Gon, is ſuch, as to have a fincere ab- 
horrence of them, ſo far as they are harers 
of Gop. T hough at the ſame time, a per- 
ſonal good will, and a moſt earneſt defire to 
ſee them brought to a better mind, is very 
confiſtent with ſuch an averſion. | 


In ſhort, a love of complacence, or free- 


dom with an enemy, there cannot be. But 


an avoiding all communion with an envious 


hating ſpirit, and diſpoſition, is to follow out 
rule. © Be ye not unequally yoked together 
« with unbelievers: For what fenster 
* hath righteouſneſs with unrighreoufneſs? 
e And what communion hath light with 
« darkneſs? And what concord hath Chriſt 
with Belialt?” Yer ftill there may be a 
nerous benevolent remper, in wiſhing wells 


fuch an one; that he may be brought to a 


4 Prov. xx#: 2. r Ibid. xtiv. 1, 2 
2» Pal. CXXXix. 21, 22. * 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. 
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better diſpoſition: And if any occaſion offers 


for us to ſhew * a e we 8 A. 
ready to do it. 


III. We may next ts o | enquire in- 
ro the reaſons of this co 

However men of corrupt minds ſer, 
chemſelyes againſt, it, and repreſent it as an 
unreaſonable impracticable thing, we ſhall 
find the Scripture hath enjoined ic upon ſuch a 
foot, as makes it highly fir, and excellent, and 
really for our happineſs to comply with it. 

It is to require nothing more of us, than 
what Gop himſelf ſets us an example af. 
It is a neceſſary branch of that den chat 
calls us to do more, than the common part 5 
mankind do. It has a proportionable 
vanced reward annexed to it. Malice, 3 
and ſuch like diſpoſitions, are marks of fol- 


ly and diſobedience. Vengeance is Gop's, 


not ours. And ſometimes an enemy is melt-. 
ed and won over by love. Theſe are the 
reaſons given for this command in Scripture; 
and very juſt, powerful reaſons chey are, if | 
ſcrioully weighed. 
1. To love our enemies, | and do good to 
them that hate us, is what Gop teacheth us 
by his own example. For he maketh his 
« ſun to riſe on the evil, and on the good; 
* and ſendeth rain on the juſt, and unjuſt ».” 


8 He is kind unto the unthankful and to 


Matth. v. 45. N 
y " his 
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« the evil v.” That we may in this, as 


well as other things, take our pattern from 


Gop, we are to remember that endearing re- 


lation into which he hath taken us. Though 


we our ſelves were enemies, and in a ſtate of 


evil and unthankfulneſs to him, as well as 


others, yet he hath made us children. Be 


« ye therefore merciful, as your Father alſo 
<« 1s merciful*,” By thus ſhewing yourſelves 
partakers of his nature, and by imitating 


the Son of his love, who bleſſed and pray'd | 
or his 


for his revilers and perſecutors, yea 
very murderers, you will alſo become the chil- 


dren of your Father which is in heaven. His 
perfection lies, in not altering the meaſures 
and proofs of his love and goodneſs, for all 


the hatred blaſphemy and evil returns, that 
he meets with from unjuſt unthankful men. 
They may throw themſelves beyond the 


meaſures of all reaſonable goodneſs, but the 


goodneſs of Gop remains ſtill in thoſe mea- 


ſures unchangeable. | Ghent 
2. To love our enemies, and do good for 
| hatred and ill-will, is a neceſſary branch of 
that religion that calls us #9 do more than 
the common part of the world do. 
Chriſtianity profeſſedly calls men to nobler 
hopes, and to a higher ſtate of goodneſs, 
than either nature, or any other religions 
on earth could lead men to. Therefore, when 


our Saviour gave directions to his diſciples, 


Luke vi. 35. * Ibid. ver. 36. 
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to act agreeably to his deſign in calling them 


out of the world, he pleads thus with them: 


« If ye ſalute yout brethren only, what do 
« you:more:than others? Do not even the 
« publicans ſor? If you do good to them 
« which do good to you, what thank have 
« you? For. ſinners alſo do the ſame. And 
« if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to 


& receive;--what thank have ye? For ſin- 
e ners alſo lend to ſinners to receive as much 


ee again . In going thus far, there is 


na need of ſuch extraordinary grace, as that 


which I am come to manifeſt and declare 
unto you; nor of thoſe higher and greater 
aſſiſtances that J provide, and will give. 


Look to men that are in a ſtate of evil, and 


in the conimon way of the world (notwith- 


ſtanding all its corruption and degeneracy) 


and you will find that, for the moſt part, 


this is a/ prevailing principle with mankind; 
Io ſhew: kindneſs, where they receive 
kindneſs. They will make returns to any 
friend that lends to them, and helps them 
in a time of great neceſſity. Though ſome 


particular men may become fo monſtrouſly 


vicious, and ungrateful, as not to follow theſe 


dictates of human nature; yet they are com- 


monly a rule to all ſorts, even publicans and 
ſinners. Thoſe very men for whom you 


have the leaſt value, and the meaneſt opini- 


on go thus far. But as Chriſtianity calls you 


Matth. v. 47. * Luke vi. 33, 34. 
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to act in a rem e and with; nobler 
views, your generous goodneſs tito eh 
large Logo, thoſe that love you, and are 
kind to you; even to them at hate you, 
and deſpitefully uſe you. 

To love your. enemies and do good for 


3 
dated has a propor timable reward, an * 
_ vanzed reward annexed to it. 


This is expreſſed in general terms bo the 
Od Teſtament, that feeding and reffe/bing 


an enemy, would be A heaping of coals: of fire 
on his head; (i. e.) either to EA down his 


enmity, or to prove an occation vf fure-and 
uy vengeance. In fuch a caſe tis ſpecial- 
ly promiſed Cc The Lord nn reward 
In che New Teſtiment, oor eat 
of the common way of returning one 
— with another, aſks this queſtion. 
« If ye love them which love you, what re- 


e ward have ye?” Nathing is to he expected 
further, than what ariſeth from ſuchexpreſ- 


fions of love; namely, that benefit and ad- 
vantage which ariſeth from mutual kindneſt, 
and which is common to all that live in ſuch 


friendly intercourſes. But this evidently im- 


plies, that a much greater and more extraor- 
dinary reward will follow upon loving an ene. 


my as the Goſpel requires. St. Late therefore 


ſays, your reward ſhall be great,: 3 
“ ſhall be the children of the Pr ö 


Prov. xxv. 22. Matth. v. 46. Lake vi. 35. 


This 


o 


ſhould love our Enemies. 147 


This being done in faith, with pure regards 
tO Gop, and as looking 


from him, it will prove us his children, 
and intitle us to an inheritance with him, 
the higheſt and greateſt of all beings, and 
the fovereign diſpoſer of all things. 

4. Malice, and revenge, and ſuch like oo 
diſpoſitions, are marks of folly, and of an an- 


ſhould not give way ta theſe, but rather Par- 
don and love thoſe that hate us. 

St. Paul deſcribing an unregenerate ſtate to 
Titus, ſays, That we ourſelves were ſome- 
times fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived: 
And then their way was to live in malice 
« 'and envy, hateful, and hating one ano- 


* ther 4. This is falſly called courage by 


the paffonate, — and unthinking 
part 2 the world. They imagine it an argu- 
ment of a man's being a fooliſh cowardly 
man, to put up any fignal affront. But it is, in 
reality, an argument of a much greater mind, 
to ſhew a command over itſelf when pro- 


voked; and not ſuddenly to fire, and run 
into fury, nor ſlowly to meditate and reſolve 
upon revenge. 

When men come to a x right * 1 
conſideration of things, they will find ir the 


eaſieſt matter in the world to alle hatreds and 


violent paſſions; and to run into them with 
* when they ſee others engaged in 


Titus iii. 3. ; 
V2 them : 


for the reward only 


diſobedient temper. Therefore we 
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them: Pur they will find:no wiſdom, or du- 


tiful regards either to Go or men, ma 


courſe of animoſities and contentions. | The 


Scripture condemns ſuch as deccived men. 


They are under baſe and groſs miſtakes, and 
are really fooliſh, and carried into all man- 


ner of diſobedience, by following the dic- 


rates of anger and hatred. True greatneſs 
of mind, is placed in a conduct directly con- 


trary: „ The diſcretion of a man deferreth 


« his anger; and 1 it is his glory to ow over 
« a tranſgreſſion: . 

5. We ſhould do good for hatred, becauſe 
vengeance is Gop's, not ours. 

We may ſo miſtake, as to count thoſe 
enemies and haters of us, that are ſincerely 
concerned for our good. We may take up 


ſuch an ill opinion of them, as Ahab did of 


Elijab, only becauſe they © tell us the truth. 
Therefore it is not fit that vengeance ſhould 
be left to be exerciſed by men one over an- 
other. Sometimes a man might be cut off 
as an enemy, in a fingle i injurious act, or in 
a ſudden evil temper of mind, that may af- 


terward repent himſelf, and become a moſt 
ſincere and uſeful friend. But where any 


one really is, and continues to be, an enemy 
to as; he is not more guilty of evil againſt vs, 


than againſt Gop; and Gop knows better 


how to expoſe his enmity, by juſt and pro- 
per puniſhments, than we do. T herefore 


: "T0 xix 11. 


the 


W 


5 ae Fave our 
the” argument-i is ſtrong, cc Avenge not your 
« ſelves, but rather give place unto wrath, 


« For i it is written, Vengeance f 18 mine; 1 | 
. will repay, fay faith the Lord f.” In an- 
bother place, the rule is ſtated thus: Say 


* not thou I will recompence evil; but wait 
* on the Lord, and: he ſhall fave "thee 3 
The loft reaſon for loving and doing good 


do an enemy, is, the e of conquering 


his enmity thereby. 


A hateful and bating temper once fixed 
and ſettled, is not indeed curable by any ex- 
preſſions of forbearance and goodneſs; but 


will rather grow worſe, more inſolent and 
abuſive, and full of poiſon and contempt. 


But goodneſs may probably overcome the 
firſt beginnings of enmity; and will melt and 


ſoften the ſpirits of by-ſtanders, to ſee all rhe 
expreſſions of gentleneſs and kindneſs reign- 


ing, againſt reſentments, and hatred, and ill | 
8 


We have a very moving inſtance of the 
ower of kindneſs, in oppoſition to hatred, 
and ſeeking the very life of another; when 


David ſhewed Saul the ſkirt of his robe, 


and could eaſily at that time have avenged 
himſelf, in letting any of his followers take 
away Saul's life. At that time, ſparing him, 
and hindering his men from doing him any 
hurt, Saul was ſo affected with David's car- 


riage, that he /; ift up hrs voice and wept when 


Rom. xii. 19. * prov. . 28 
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10 —_ Objethians anfuered. 
he ronounced thoſe remarkable words; 


ou art more righteous than I: — 


thou haſt rewarded me good, whereas 1 

have rewarded thee evil . So chat place 
Wg uoted is underſtood. by many, to 
mean a airing and melting down the hatred 
and ill-will of an enemy, when it is faid that 


kind actions are a beaping of coals of fire on 


his head. 


Thus I have gone through che, Scripturs 


account of loving our enemies, and doing 
good to them that hate us, with the reaſons 
alledged for our obſerving this difficult pre- 


cept. Though it be owed to be a vaſt 


difficulty, in the practice of our religion; 


yet the reaſons given are ſufficient. r to en- : 


e it. 


To make this comminnd of Chriſt an a c- 
jection againſt Chriſtianity, is an argument 
of ſtrong paſſions, but a weak mind. 


The objectors may think they ſay very  wit- 


ty and ſtriking things, in their pleading that 
when Chriſt bids them love an enemy, he 
might as well have required them to ſwallow. 

Poiſon, to take toads and wipers into their bo- 
= To love one that hath ſought our 
life, or hath taken away that which is dear 
as life, or would do ſo if it was in his power, 
is ſomething contrary to all the /aws of na- 
ture. We * as well be bid to do the 


1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 17. 
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Others anſtverru. 191 
moſt mirtzeulous thing, and the greateſt con- 
traditten tkat eun be offered to nature. 
This may look like ingenuity, but is real 

ly very raſſi and haſty way of determining 
matters; and offers nothing in anſwer to the 
reaſdus, hichi the Seripture lays down to 
enforce this command. For, if they would 
think eloſely; they have little reaſon to talk 
agu init loving egemies who are in love with 
known fin. That is to ſwallow 'poifon indeed, 
and ro nouriſh Worſe than toads and vipers 
in their boſoms? Beſides that, they who 
have been ms addicted to vice, and ſinful 
indulgenoe of their paſſions, yet on ſome 
extraordinary occaſions, and upon views of 
temporal intereſt, have ſhewn kindneſs and 
-will to their worſt enemies. Some 
men, fot che fake of gaining their point in 
politic, and others, to ſer ve their imereſt 
in a way of gern, will put up much ill-will 
and ili uſage; and expreſs kindneſs to thoſe 
whom they know to be enemies. And is 
there not much more to engage a mind, 
that hath a true ſenſe of religion, to do fo 
for Gop's ſake, and Chriſt's fake, and to ſe- 
cure tlie higher and everlaſting rewards of 
a future ſtate? To ſay, that the Goſpel 
calls us to a very great difficulty in this caſe, 
is to fay nothing, unleſs it could be ſhewn 
chat it is not practicable to human nature. 
For if it may be practiſed on ary other con- 
9 ſute it may be * _ 
dhe 


132 Ohecrion es : 
the views and reaſons of religion. It ig 
therefore only to declare, that religion — 
not that weight with us that a view of tem- 
8 intereſt has, or the compaſling a deſign 
in politicks, to make us conquer a reſent- 


ment, and d good i in return to en 
hatred. i OTITIS 711 ; colts 


But I mak confels,. it is vety unſuitable 
to the common temper of mankind, to diſ- 
courſe on ſuch a mubect as this. The tem- 

r that prevails, will hardly allow men to 
pe kind and grateful to, thoſe, . from whom 


they receive nothing but kindneſs and ex- 


preſſions of good-will. Moſt men and wo- 
Ten are ſo far from loying their enemies, that 

they have no true and abiding. love to their 
3 So far from doing good to thoſe that 
Lare them, as to think it much if they do 
good to thoſe, that love and value them, and 


are moſt deſirous of their welfare. So far 


from bleſſing thoſe tliat curſe them, that, on 
the other hand, they. revile,. and with ill co, 
ſuch as moſt ſincerely bleſs them and wiſh: 
them bleſſed. In fuch a ſtate. of things it 
muſt be acknowledged; that to tell of loving 
enemies is to ſpeak with very little proſpect 
of ſucceſs, or ſo much as gaining civil no- 
tice and regard. if 
However, I could . not ſatisfy. my, ſelf in in 
treating on this ſubject of chriſtian Charity, 
without urging this branch of it, on which 
our Ms Saviour has ſeen fit to lay great 
weight, 
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Directions to practice this Duty. 134 
weight. It is therefore made one part of 
the whole counſel of Gop, to be declared by 
us. Some, I hope, that read this, will re- 
ſolve upon uſing their utmoſt endeavours to 
riſe to this perfection in the chriſtian life. 
And as every day will give occaſion of re- 
turning love for hatred, bleſſing for curſing, 
good for evil, in one way or other, I would 
hope you will give daily and continual proofs 
of this temper, as an ornament to your 
Profeſſion, and the beſt way to ſtop that 
current of enmity, revilings, and hatreds, 
that run ſo ſtrong at preſent. $44 
If what has been ſaid excite ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions, and reſolutions in any heart, ſuch will 
be glad to follow thoſe advices that may help 
them to practiſe this duty. I ſhall there- 
fore cloſe this diſcourſe with the directions 
following. rows 7 

1. Don't look upon one that hates you, 
as if he had nothing valuable in him, becauſe 
he carries it ſo ill to you. He may have 
many good qualities, and may be a very 
uſeful man in ſome ways, though he 1s cer- 
tainly wrong, and acts very unjuſtifiably, in 
being your enemy. Speak well, and think 
well, of what is well and excellent in him, 
and that will do ſomething to allay your 
averſion to him. i Cn. 

2. Don't look upon any man's enmity 
meerly as it dwells in him, but think what 
may be the deſigns of an all-wiſe over-ruling 

| X Provi- 


„ Dean in i 


Providence, in meg that Lill of his 
to fall upon you. As David when Shimet 
curſed him, did not ſo much lay to heart 


the enmity of that diſalfected man to his per- 


ſon and family, as Gop's ſending him at that 
time to be the inſtrument of ſuch an afflic- 
tion. It was the ſaying of a good man, that 
injuries may become gems and precious ſtones, 
They may be ſo taken, and improved, as to 


become ornaments to us. Or if they really 


fix dirt upon us, yet that may only ſerve to 
pelt and drive the ſoul to its haven. An 
enemy may ſometimes do more to promote 


watchfulneſs, and prayer, and ſelf- poſſeſſion, 


than all the perſuaſions in the world in a 
fofter way. An evil tongue may ſometimes 
make us more diligent in the way of our 
duty, and more deſirous to get to heaven. 
Conſider how much there is to excite 
pic, toward thoſe that are in a ſtate of en- 
mity. They are often very unhappy in 
cheinſelves, by giving way to ſuch a temper. 
And you look upon one in mſery, as an ob- 
ject of pity. If they ſhew no uneaſineſs, 


but brave it out in the continuance of their 


III will, they are ſtrangers to the new nature 


of chriſtian love and goodneſs; and there- 


fore ſtill to be pitied, as men in the way to 
endleſs miſery and ruin, This will excite a 
defire, rather to help and recover them, than 
to fall into a Uk temper and 1 with 
them. — 85 | 
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to the Love Enemies. 155 
4. Study much the example of Chrift, in 
his carriage to his enemies, and his praying 
for his very murderers, He was led as a 
lamb to the ſlaugbhter, and opened not his 
mouth, either to revile thoſe that reviled 
him, or to murmur againſt the providence of 
Gop. Father forgive: them! was his dying 
language for the worſt; and crueleſt enemies, 
that ever human nature had to ſtruggle with. 
Serious and frequent applications to the Sa- 
crament of Chriſt's body and blood, and 
there contemplating all the wonders of his 
croſs, will make us more and more get above 
the ſpirit of enmity and ill-will. While 


« we were yet enemies, he died for us. 


gp. Pray to Gop for this diſpoſition of 


mind; All the arguments in the world will 
not have ſuch effect in this caſe as fervnt 
believing prayer. Prayer will carry us to 
adore the perfections of our heavenly Fa- 
ther in all his kindneſs to the unthankful 
and unjuſt. And ſo, in our very adorations, 
we ſhall. fall into much of that diſpoſition 
which we praiſe and magnifie in Gop. And 
then, if we beg his grace and ſpirit, to make 
us more like himſelf in this reſpect, he will 
give the ſpirit to them that ask him. - Add, 
yet further, That whilſt we: are praying for 
better ſpirits to be given to our enemies, we 
ſhall find our own /p:rits better diſpoſed to- 
n ! e e 
In the laſt place: Search out ſome engag- 
T | —& 3 ing 


156 Directions to attain 
| ing examples of this good and generous car- 


riage towards enemies, amongſt men like 
ourſelves; and be more ambitious of coming 


up to them, than of falling into the moſt ef- 


fectual ways of revenge. 

A ſerious writer on this ſubject, has picks 
ed ſome paſſages out of hi/tory, worthy to 
be had in continual remembrance. 
Pjbocion, when unjuſtly condemned by 
the - Athenians, before his death being aſk- 
ed, Whether he had any commands to his 
ſon ? ſaid, © Go and tell him that I charge 
« him to forget the injuries the Athenians 
have done me. Euſebius Sameſatenfis, 
dying of a wound which had been given 
him by throwing a great ftone at his head, 
requeſted the magiſtrate of the town before 
he died, © Thar the perſon, who in fury and 
© enmity gave him that wound, might not 


e ſuffer, nor be _— moleſted for that 


« fac.” 
Alexander of Feruſalem, having a ſervant 


that robbed him of a confiderable ſum of 
money, and afterward hearing of his miſery, 
and that he was to be fold for a ſlave, he 


ſent and redeemed bim, and paid down the 
price for his ranſom, _ 
Many ſuch inſtances are recorded i in the 


firſt ages of Chriſtianity, on which account 


this was ſtyled the proper and diſtinguiſbing 
virtue of Chriſtians. To theſe I may add 
the paſſage of Anthony the Great, _— 

15 
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only wiſh for my ſelf and all that read this, 


to the Love of Enemies. 1 57 
his exhortations to the people, wiſhed them 


always to keep in mind that of the Apoſtle, 


Let not the ſun go down upon thy: wrath. ? 
He lived to the age of 105. 

One of the Patriarchs of . 1 
ing uſed with much choler and contention 
by a chief man of the city, ſent a meſſenger 


to him in the evening only to ſay this, The 
“ ſun is going down; which had ſuch an 


effect upon the citizen, that he melted into 
tears, and came in haſte to be reconciled. 
If we look to ſome of our nation, we ſhall 


find men of as kind and generous diſpoſitions. 


It was the ſaying of Mr. Palmer the mar- 
tyr, None are to be counted valiant, but 
« ſuch as contemn injuries. 

I will rather ſuffer a thouſand wrongs than 


Mt one; (faith Dr. Ha!l;) © I will ſuffer na- 


8 ny ere I complain of one, and endeavour 
c to right my ſelf by contending. ” Cranmer 
was noted for kindneſs to thoſe that did him 


ill turns. And Sir Matthew Hale (afterward 


Fudge) having one come to him for advice 
1n the ſettlement of an eſtate, he not onl 
ave him the beſt advice, but refuſed to ac- 
cept of any Fee: And when he was aſked 
as Dr. Burnet relates) © How he could uſe 
« a man ſo kindly, that had wrong'd him ſo 


„ much? his anſwer was, © I thank Gon 


I Have learned to forget 7 infuries. | 
I ſhall add no more on this ſubject, but 


that 


RW * 


15S  Clriſtionity mates Mem 
that we may copy after ſuch examples; and 
may be ſo good to thoſe: that ſhew their 
ill tempers toward us, that we may be per- 
__ as our r Father 400 is in Heaven i 16 ND. | 


R 
Obſervations and Directions. 


Shall now conclude this ſcripture eſſay 

upon Charity with. the following * 
vations and directions. 

1. We may obſerve the excellency of our 
holy religion, in its contriving to render men 
fo good to one another. Chriſtianity would 
have no temper or turn of mind 2 ged, 
that ſball make us in the leaſt hurtful, or 
unfriendly. It would have us to be very 


tender of every man's reputation, rather co- 
vering faults than expoſing and aggravating 


them; and to put on bowels of mercy and 
the greateſt compaſſion to all that are in 
affliction and diſtreſs. It is the glory of the 
Goſpel to teach men to deny themſelves for 
the good of others; and where it is ſincere- 
ly believed, it will cure a ſinful ſelfiſhneſs, 
and make us always contrive ofbers advantage 

together with our own. 
Chriſtianity is formed not only for the fu- 
ture 


11 


good to one another. - 159 
ture ſalvation of particular perſons, but for 
che welfare of ſhcieries. And thoſe precepts 
in our religion that require us to bear inju- 
ries well, to mortify corrupt affections and 
paſſions, and to take up our croſs, are de- 
ſigned to make us more uſeful and benefi- 
cial' ro thoſe about us. And they are only 
ungrateful and hard to us till we are brought 
to the perfection of Charitʒ. 

Aſk thoſe that know, what it is heartily 
to love a friend or relation? and they will 
tell you, that love makes it a pleaſure to 


give up. their own inclinations and ſelf- 


intereſt, that they may oblige and promote 
the welfare of the object beloved. Let this 
particular affection become an univerſal be- 


nevolence, with the like fervency and vigour, 


and then we have attained to a Charity that 
will make ſocieties as happy as N 


friends. 


All that goodneſs and humanity now pre- 
tended to by the oppoſers of revealed religion, 
would en (as it really is) very imperfect 
and a meer ſhadow ; if chriſtian Charity, 
which is the ſubſtance, could be revived in 

imitive extent and luſtre. As therefore 
benevolence and good nature are ſet up, to be 
the main promoters of Deiſin at preſent, let 
us endeavour to exceed in this way, and our 
religion will triumph againſt all their other 
attacks. 

2 0 love, the truth will be beſt explain'd, 


ans 
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160 A charitable diſpofitim 
and the knowledge of it moſt eaſily arid ef- 
fectualy ſpread. And then Faith will exalt 
the minds of men to a world of perfect love 
and goodneſs, inſtead of ſetting them at va- 
riance amongſt themaſelyes., 
2. We may obſerve how much the diſ- 
poſitions of Charity tend ro ſecure our own 
happineſs, while we are employed to promote 
the good of others. For want of duly conſi- 
dering this, and not taking pains to cultivate 
and improve the benevolent temper, we ſee the 
quiet of many good people loſt and de- 


ſtroyd. 


The order of our affairs, and the compoſure 
of our minds, are liable continually to be 
broken in upon by one incidence and oppo- 
ſition or other, and ſometimes by very tri- 
fling occurrences. How many ſtorms are 
raiſed, and how many indecencies are we 
unwarily betray'd into, and all ariſing from 
very ſmall temptations, for want of a quick 
adverting to ſome of the plaineſt rules of 
Charity? Theſe temptations will {till come 
with renewed force, and our own infirmities 
will render every thing doubly grievous, and 
outward inconveniences will, by degrees, 
either fink and baffle our ſpirits, or enflame 
and diſtra them, if Charity do not gain the 


better and habicually calm our minds. | 


In a diſcourſe upon happineſs in this life, I 
have met with a paſſage much to my pre- 
ſent purpoſe, It is as followeth, © To frame 
| % oe 


2 
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my 


7s a Man's own happineſs. 161 
© and accommodate the mind to bear the 
little ſhocks and juſtles we meet with, 
* without any diſpleaſure and diſcompoſure, 
cis a matter of great uſe to our preſent tran- 


© quility, and to the maturity of virtue, To 


© be able to bear the pride of one, and the 
© ſtupidity of another; one while to encoun- 
ter rudeneſs, another while neglect, without 
being moved by either; to ſubmit to noiſe, 
* diſorder, and the diſtraction of many little 
r affairs, when one is naturally a lover of 
* guietneſs and order, or when the mind is 
intent upon things of importance; in ſhort, 
* to ſuffer all the humours, and follies, the 
© errors, crafts, and indecencies, and faults 
© of thoſe we have to do with, ſo as to pre- 
* ſerve that temper of mind which we ought ; 


© this, and this alone, is to have a mind 
* formi'd for happineſs. ,* 


To have ſuch a ſerenity of ſoul, not pro- 
ceeding from an unconcernment for the good 
of others, but from a juſt dominion over 
our own ſpirits, this is the height of goodneſs 


which ought to be our continual aim. Un- 


leſs, therefore, Charity grow in us, it is cer- 
tain uneaſineſs will, as the temptations and 
evils of life come upon us. We are on this 
account making our ſelves happy, when we 
ſhew a forbearing, forgiving, benevolent 


temper toward others. Tory = 
3. We may obſerve the difference there is, 


* 


* 


betwixt ſenſual love, which is truly 


religiqus Senſual 
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362 Senſual Love, and 

' Senſual love often produceth the greateſt 
uneaſineſs, and breaks out into many ill 
things; and as it lies wholly in the region 
of the paſſions and the ſtrength of appetite; 
ſo the other paſſions are frequently thrown 
into grievous tumults and diſorders by it. 


But religious love greatens and ſooths the 


mind, and is ever intent upon what is good. 
It raiſeth the ſpirit to a region quite above 
ſtorms and tempeſts, and like the pure .- 
ther makes it uniformly ſmooth and placid. 


Tho clouds may ſometimes hang over ſuch 


a ſoul, and hide it from the view of thoſe 
that converſe with the body, yet when rhoſe 
clouds are diſpers d it appears what it truly 
is. 
To illuſtrate this, ,we may compare the 
love of Foſeph's miſtreſs, with the generous 
good diſpoſition of Joſeph himſelf. 

Her love was reſtleſs, and impatient : It 
would have injured her huſband, - and cor- 
rupted his ſteward ; and when it could not 
gain its ends, it abuſes both. A contrivance 
is form'd baſely to deceive the maſter, and to 
rob him of the beft ſervant that ever was in 
his family; and at the ſame time, to caſt an 
innocent, and uſeful man, into priſon. There 
was a continual icene of falſhood, and a moſt 
hurtful violent agitation of the paſſions in 


all this love. — 


FJoſepb, on the other hand, was great of 
mind, and full of goodneſs. Speaking of the 
| Z a faith. 
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faithful regards that he had to the rights of 
his Lord, and the gratitude he owed to a 
maſter who repoſed ſuch an zntire truſt in 
him. At the ſame time, he was careful no 


way to reproach or injure his Miſtreſs; but 


only for his own ſafety, fled from her pre- 
ſence. And when he was by her falſe wit- 
nefling condemn'd to a priſon, he endured 
patiently the treatment he there met with, 
till it pleaſed an obſervant Providence to 


make ſo much goodneſs and fidelity ſhine 


forth i in the higheſt advancement. . O glo- 
rious Charity! thus to ſurvive and conquer 
all the fires, both of luſt and anger, of ini- 
quity and reſentment. 

Afterward, when he became a prince we 


find him acknowledging, pardoning, and 


cheriſhing his injurious brethren ; tho' they 
firſt conſulted to murder him, and when they 
could not agree in That fold him for a fave. 
They hated him, and caſt him out from his 


father's houſe ; but he nouriſhed them in a 


time of famine, and provided a place of ſet- 


tlement and plenty for them. Here his ge- 


nerous ſoul again manifeſted it ſelf in acts of 
love, too tender to be related or read with 
dry eyes. In this inſtance we ſee Charity 
in all its — — and in its commu- 

without envy, or vaunt- 
ing, or being puffed up; without any ung 
ſeemly behaviour, or ſinful ſeeking its own; 


without any firs of fury or imputation of 
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164 Charity not only ornamental, 
evil but what was needful to bring to re- 
pentance, and then himſelf diffolving over 


the penitent. He rejoiced not in iniquity, 
when he might have made great advantage 


of it; but rejoiced in the truth, tho' in a 


priſon. Thus covering, believing, hoping, 
and enduring all things. 

This, as it is one of the moſt wonderful 
ſtories upon earth, no doubt was celebrated 
alſo in the anthems of heaven. Theſe ex- 
amples give us a moſt affecting diſplay of the 


difference betwixt ſenſual and religious love. 


Add to theſe the example of our own Apo- 
ſtle in Chriſtianity, (I mean St. Paul the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles) and there we 
ſhall ſee in one life, the difference betwixt 


_ zeal or fire in an unſanRtified conſtitution, 


and chriſtian Charity in a renewed nature. 

1. That I may give further weight to 
all that hath been ſaid, J muſt obſerve, that 
the foregoing rules of Charity are not to be 
read as if they were only ornamental in re- 
ligion, but in ſome meaſure neceſſary to our 


acceptance with Gop. They are to be practi- 


ſed by us throughout the chriſtian life; and, 
in ſome degree, they are neceſſary to pre- 
pare us for heaven : For no uncharitable ſoul 
can enter there. | 
It is not, indeed, to be ſuppoſed that eve- 
ry man who ſhall find mercy with Gon; doth 
perfectly atrain to all the characters of Cha- 


rk but every man is obliged /incerely to 


ä endeavour 


VVBunƷr neceſſary. © bg 
endeayour it: And the higher any man's at- 
tainments are, the nearer will his manſion 
be to the fountain of love and goodneſs. 


Aſter all paſt contentions and animoſities, all 
hatreds and covetouſneſs, all envies and re- 


proachings, which we have been guilty of; we 
may ſtill be happy if we now enter into the 
element of chriſtian love, and ſer our ſelves 
to a careful diligent obſervance of the Scrip- 


ture rules and examples of Charity. 


Above all, we are ſteddily to look to Ix- 


sus, and copy after his remper and beha- 


viour. 

The goſpel deſcriptions and recommenda- 
tions of Charity, are not to be read as if they 
were only the admonitions of men, but as 
they declare the i of Goo. We oughr 
indeed to pay great regard to the writings of 
wiſe and uſeful men, when they communi- 
cate things that are proper to enlarge and 
better the mind. It is highly becoming 
every thoughtful and prudent perſon, to 
form his ſentiments, and manners, by the 


nobleſt and beſt writings of great and ge- 


nerous ſouls. A Seneca, a Cicero, a Bacon, 
a Hale, a Lock, may all have their uſe in 
conducting the underſtandings and paſſions 
of men: And thoſe readers that ſtudy the 
writings of this kind, are beyond all compa- 
riſon better employ'd, than they, who ſpend 
their time in mean and trifling curioſities, or 
in falſe and romantic vicious and corrupt 


eſſays and poems. But 


> — 2 = — 


1 * * 
— 5 44% 
© -+.585 
* "I 
— — _—_ - — — b — 2 : 
* E F ͤ bA AO IT = , s 232 „ oo 


| 
| 
A 
| 
F 
1 
| 
1 
| 
f 
1 
ti 
1 
= 
= 
| 
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But even the beſt of meer human writers 
have no authority to command our obedience, 
and to oblige us to fall in with the things 


they propoſe. Whereas, the uſeful charita- 
ble actions and the extenſive benevolence 


y 


which the Scriptures require, and recom- 


mend, are back'd with the authority of the 
all-wiſe and perfectly good Gop. So that if 
we are heedleſs, or difobedient to him, all 
other pretences of goodneſs will not be ac- 
cepted, when he comes to ponder and weigh 


the ſpirits of men, and to render to every 


man according to his works. 
5. We may further obſerve, (the better 


to guard the ſubject I am upon from being 


diſgraced,) that no pretences of Charity. 
ſhould carry a man from his fledfaſineſs, or 


maße him act contrary to the perſuaſion of 


his on mind. 


It is a very unhappy thing, that ſome 
people have no ſooner been brought to en- 
tertain charitable ſentiments of others, but 
they have preſently grown cold and indiffe- 


rent to thoſe truths and ways they had cho- 


ſen before. They forget that conflancy and 
integrity in adhering to the word of Gop, and 


to what their own conſciences tell them is 


molt agreeable to it, is as much their duty, 
as to have Charity for thoſe that are other- 
wiſe minded. - | es 

Then only does chriſtian love appear, in 
its true luſtre and glory, when we are ſtrict- 


| confiſtent with Charity. ; 167 


ly faithful to our own reaſon and judgment; 


and, from a juſt ſenſe of the high regards 
 Gop hath to ſuch, do preſerve our affection 


for others that act with the ſame ſteddineſs 


and honeſty, though in ſome ways of wor- 
ſhip or life different from our ſelves. | 
It is indeed too evident to be overlook d, 
that weak and fickle minds, and alſo thoſe 
that have any particular intereſt to ſerve in 
the world, do take occaſion from the doctrine 
of Charity to run into faſhionable errors, and 
to go from one communion of Chriſtians 
to another. This, however, is by no means 
to be charged upon. a preaching up of Love 
and Charity; nor ſhould we have the worſe 
opinion of it, for the ſake of them who make 


ſo wrong and ill a / of it. They break 


with one ſet of acquaintance, to fall in with 
another: They forſake one way of worſhip, 
to confine themſelves to another : They de- 
fame, and cenſure, and deſpiſe thoſe of one 
opinion, to applaud and to magnify thoſe of 
another. But where is chriſtian Charity, 
what becomes of general benevolence and 
good- will all this while? 

The more we obſerve of this abuſe of 
Charity, to make it only a bridge for paf- 
ſing over from one ſtate of uncharitableneſs 

to another; the more ſhould we ſtrengthen 
our ſelves in a cloſe adherence to the word 
of Gop; and in kind well regulated reſolu- 
tions to ſhew what hath our choice and pre- 


& fe erence, 
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168 Prayer promotes Charity. 

erence, and what we look upon or complx 
uh only in a way of 8 Upon 4 
foot, allowing for different opinions, whilſt 
we make the ſettlement of our own judgments 
our care and ſtudy; and allowing occafional 
communion with one or other. body of Chri- 
ſtians, whilſt our fated communion declares 
where we apprehend the ſcripture terms of 
communion are beſt obſerved: Upon this 
foot, I ſay, both ſtedfaſineſi and Charity may 
be preſerved ; and both may have their ex- 
| cellency in their places, and will be of uſe 
20 ſociety. F 


Let us therefore attend to the word of God, 
in all our exerciſes of this excellent grace, or 
virtue. And that our endeavours to be per- 
fect in it, may be more and more ſucceſsful, 
let us keep the directions following upon our 
minds. e ; 75 1 
We muſt pray to Gop unweariedly, and 
continually, that he would make us to increaſe 
and abound in love, or elſe we ſhall not be able 
to preſerve this happy temper. Whilſt we 
are addreſſing to infinite love and goodneſs, 
and imploring particular proofs of it to our 
ſelves, ſuch addreſſes have an aptitude to form 
our ſpirits into ſomething of a likeneſs to the 
object we adore. And I think theſe two things 
are true in fact and experience, viʒ. that thoſe 
minds, which have moſt of love and grati- 
tude in them, are moſt inclinable to devo- 
| Os. | | tion ; 


eee tw COÞ e eee 


to h 
pally and diligently to the heart in this matter, 
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© ont Prager gromates ChorKy.;- 109 
tion; and then again thoſe, that are truly de- 
vont, without ſuperſtition or party zeal, ate 


moſt addicted to acts of Charity and kindneſs. 


Prayer hath the promiſe of the pirit of 
love and holineſs. It cannot. be accepted 
without our profeſſing mercy and fergiveneſi 


to others. And it unites all in one common 


head and mediator, and one common end. 
ſeeking the kingdom of Gop and eternal life. 
Thus prayer promotes and encreaſeth Chari- 
ty: But you will always find, that as the ſpi- 


rit of prayer (or e is loſt in the 


chriſtian world, ſo charity and love amongſt 


Chriſtians waxeth cold. They that have not 


Charity to pray for one another, are not 
likely to ſhew much charity in any thing 


1 


Therefore to encourage and ſucceed gur 
prayers, let us ſtudy much the enlargement 
of our minds: With meekneſs and humility 
begging bleſſings for all, even for them that 


curſe us or deſpitefully uſe us. He that aims 


at a true greatneſs of mind, a more generous 
and communicative d:/po/ition of heart, will 
from hence learn to correct envy, and pride, 


and ſelfiſhneſs, and paſſion, and every thing 
that looks mean and reviling. But you, may 


recommend all the bleſſed fruics of Charity 


long enough, if there be not an enlarged and 
a kind heart no perſuaſions will be ſufficient 


o 
, 


Yroduce them. Look therefore princi- 
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charitablentſs, as it is no leſs a coſittadiction 
to that temper of mind that ſhall fit us for 


heaven, than grofs ſenſuality, Here x good 
mar will find work for continual watchful- 
neſs, as long as he is in the body. And af, 
ter that, we ſhall need infinite mercy and 

compaſſion to Cover and pardon the remaini 
of uncharitableneſs in us. 
But, to go on: Let our intimacies and 
friendſhips be rather choſen, from obſerving 
_ Where the greateſt Charity is, and where a 
general benevolence reigns; than where there 
is moſt profeſſion of perſonal love and affec. 
£ tion. Friendſhips of the former ſort will 
\ eilarge-our fouls, whilſt the latter too ofteti 
contract them ; and the firſt will hold, when 
rhe others fail. Our uniting with extenſive- 
' ty Kind and generous minds, will continual- 
| ly give occafion for freſh 12 of good- 
- Neſs in one way or other, and fo ſtrengthen 
the intimacy arid endearment perpetually. 
Further: To preſerve Charity we mult al- 
ways endeavour to maintain a cheerful Freedom 
and openneſs of temper, in all our conver- 
fation ; and carefully watch againſt a diſtruſt- 
ful ſelf-deſigning re/erve. Every man loves a 
friend and companion that is open and honeſt, 
Whatever he is himſelf, There are ſuch 
charms in a chearful eaſy temper, as give a con- 
tinual pleaſure, when kept within the rules o 
civility and reſpect according to the — 

4 | ) O 
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of the perſons, with whom we have to do. 
Dont decline any company or convetſa- 

tion which, ſuits your place and buſineſs, ad 
where you May be of ſervice, . .chopgh yo 


know y Py, ſhall meet with thoſe by 


our Charity will be greatly Gra 15 
Will oblige you to ſtudy. the rules of Charity 
more careful „and will. by degrees enable 
you to amend thole errors LE you dif CO- 
ver, both in the | e oel tempers f 9- 


chers, and in what you Re e 18 offenſive 


n your Qin, - And by t 
te Se paſſions, vou will know bow 
1 1 te others too; or at leaſt to bear 
them, with a firm and ſelf· poſſeſſing mind. 


2 acts of benevolence, and contrive our af- 
op chat! we may do ſo. That i is, we tu 


N 4 


Again: We ſhould daily. uſe our ſelves 5 : 


_ as Sant gh as our e . Serge, and 


buſineſs will allow. It is by repeated acts 
of goodneſs, chat an habitual diſpoſition muſt 
be acquired, and maintain d. The more we 
abound in uſeful beneficent actions, the more 
ſhall we excite the goodneſs and loye of them 
that intimately converſe with us. And fo 
we ſhall dwell more in goodneſs, than in the 
hatreds and diſorders of the world. Add 
to this, that one branch of Charity carefully 
ſtudied and practiſed, will open the heart 


to others, and ſhew us the n of all. 
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- 1knew a perſon, whor upon ſeriouſſy read? 
ing Mr. Gouge's * book on the ur et ind /af- 


7 Foote A thriving, reſolved to devote ſore 
Art of 18 Zated gains to charitable uſes. He 
un with a twentieth part; and findin 
ſatisfaction and rene in N things Tas 


| carried him to, about four "years after he 


came to lay by a a tenth part. As this enabled 


Him 1111] to increaſe the number of uſeful cha- 


Titable actions, he found his pleaſure till 
grow, in the good will of his fellow-crea- 
tures, and in the grateful diſpofition of his 


own. heart toward Gon. Then Providence 


ſupplied him more abundantly, by other 


perſons putting ſums of money into his hands, 


to be COPY, by him! in ſeveral 5 of 
Ober. 5 
After ſome time he went fo far as to allot 


a ſeventh” part of his own eſtare, for acts of 


kindneſs or relief to relations, while the tenth 
of his gains other ways was contifived' for 
public and more common Charities. Here- 
upon much greater ſupplies were ſent in to 
him, both by ſome perſons living, and by 
others in their wills at death. In ſome diltri. 
Hafen he Bad | ſpecial orders 40 take in rhoſe : 


* Of inber Archbiſhop Titloton 1. that he njley'd all 


1 1 time aud care and prins'in works of Charity, and his whole 
fart was in them. - tha all things conſidered there have 
not, fince the beine time of. Chriſtianity, been many among 
' the lons of m 

/ Gop- might be better applied, that he went about doing 
goed. Sce F uner-! A of the Reverend Mr. T. Gouge. 


to 'wbom that glorious character of the Son 


of 
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of different communions, and to ſhew no 
partiality to one or other denomination of 
IJ - {7 7 or vg 
It is eaſy to obſerve, how one ſtep after 
another enlargeth ſuch a man's mind in other 
exerciſes of CHarity, as well as in relieving 
the needy. And then, only ſuppoſe ſuch a 
perſon, while thus employ'd, ineeting with 


inſtances of ingratitude, envy, and narrow 


ſelfiſh tempers; (as it muſt certainly be ex- 
pected where many are concerned, al} will 
not prove grateful and of generous minds) 
then come in the other rules of Charity to 


be obſerved. © 


By fuch à courſe as this, a man who be: 
gins with ſmaller and leſs frequent acts of 
beneficence, may be owned and bleſs'd of 
Gor, and may rife. to many opportunities 
of doing good. And if he unweariedly go on 


in well going,” and get above flights and en- 


mities, then he gains the perfeltia of Cha- 
rity; and becomes fo like his heavenly Fa- 


ther, as to be able to return #:ndneſs, and to 


ſhew favour, even to the unjuſt and unthank- 


Once more: We ſhould take care never 


to ſeparate Piety and Charity, or to boaſt of 


the one in a neglect of the other. There 


can be no true abiding Charity toward men, 


without the /ove of Gop : And there can be 


no true love to Gop, without the love of 


our brethren, The higher our piety and 


4 , holineſs 


ws * 6? 


. Gop in al; Ge kin 

rt, 4 175 e. © wa ewing it 
{elf; are of | and therefore true mt 
Will rr eu to ruh Gopof the hond 

which may arile from: every inllance of thals 
two gift being. united. Spme, have great 
beartei hut not ability and o Pportunity for 
| Boing goof as:they defire., 'Others have great 


funites 9d, but. they have 
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ty will not hide or ſhade ſuch 0 les; 2 
_—_ Cena greatly dichonour d. 


is nur by doing ſo. 
10 V eee threefold er rp, in 1 
d i 


za che regards which the world is, 17 
rally, di Ms) ſhew toward libera 


charitable, men. _Gop.is robbed of che he 
nour of his Brace, ſhining in beneficent acti- 
ond t The good man himſelſ is robbed of that 
ceſpect char wuld be paid; him, and of that 
gad he might) do, by his inſtructions ald ex- 
ample, were it not for prejudices rais d againſt 
him: And the world is robbed of one very 
G ee power! ful t of MES it. better. 
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"To 3 Let. 4 us 3 "chat 


| however others carry. toward us, yet we 
ſhould 


5 
A ck 


57 HE ww r 2 1 wv 


mould endeavour to abtund 


The YT 735 
n Wie aud to 
encreaſe in acts of ben eficenot and Chan 
evE unto: Heath: © 3 TWES? $ Jul Ea 2 011 
We muft devife liberal thing oo 0nd 
keep out diſtruſts and fears, by hatin 
Hearts fixed, truſting i in Gov: And as Od 
a encreaſtth, our liberalicy ſhould do fo 
We ſhould fay of all ARR enjoy. 


te and gifts of Providence, as Solomon 
does; I know chat there is no godd in 


5 « thern, bur for a man to rejoice; and to do 
od in his life f. By doing good in Þiy 
FF: we are to extend the meaning to his 06e 
E. Nor is it meant, ſurely, that a nk 
ould do good while he lives fo as te do 
2 good at his death. For as faith,” and hope, 


and other graces, are to be exercis d in ar 
as well as life; (and indeed one would wfſh 


them the ſtron 2 at that awful hour; ) fo 
ſhould it be wit Love and Charity, 1 it ſhould 
appear in its higheſt perfection then, and 
our /aft works ſhould'be our bt 

No doubt they are greatly to blame, who 
neglect works of Charity while they live, 
becauſe they have a deſign of doing ſome- 
thing more conſiderable at their death. But 
if, with love and kindneſs, they have inured 
themſelves to do good during life; then the 
exerciſe and proof of the ſame love and good- 


will in the laſt works chat are done, will 1 


a « and crown to all the reft. 
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+ Ecclef. iii, 12. 
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1 The Comcoſm 
©: They that have delighted in giving alma 
to the pour, in being kind to the miniſters of | 
religion, and ſupporting the worthip of Gop, 
r inany other good works while they liv'd, 
zould ſhew that their love abounds ſtill 
more when they are taking leave of all. As 
at parting gifts are commonly ' diſtributed, 
it ſhould be more eſpecially at ſuch. @ 
parting. . . Becauſe then, men carry nothing 
away, but thoſe good diſpoſitions which are 
wrought in. their minds, and thoſe good 
works whoſe fruit ſhall follow them. The 
fouls that are left blefling Gop for what they 
enjoy here on earth, and for the good they 
are enabled to do thro the beneficence of 
their; departed friends, will alſo follow in a 
little time to rejoice with them for ever. 
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pe Reader is deſired io Corre® the following 
Errors of the Preſs. 


AGE 5. line 8. for ſhetos, read ſhares; p. 59. 1. 9. 

from the bottom, for with all, r. withal ; 2 ka. I, 4 
for at it, r. at, it will, &c. p. 153. is numbered wrong; 
in I. 15. for ſuch, r. they. = 
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